UK dropping restrictions 


Boris Johnson says Britain is scrapping its 
last COVID-19 regulations. News, Page 4 


Arbery case goes to jury 


Jury deliberates on whether Georgia 
murder was a hate crime. News, Page 5 


Huskies confident 


UConn men look to end an eight-year 
drought against Villanova. Sports, Page 1 


Afternoon showers 


& 


Mostly cloudy, rain developing; 
high of 52. Sports, Page 6 





United Nations Security Council sets 
rare Monday night emergency meeting 


By Vladimir Isachenkov, 
Yuras Karmanau 

and Lorne Cook 
Associated Press 


MOSCOW -— A long-feared 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
appeared to be imminent Monday, 
if not already underway, with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 


ordering forces into separatist 
regions of eastern Ukraine. 

A vaguely worded decree signed 
by Putin did not say if troops were 
on the move, and it cast the order 
as an effort to “maintain peace.” 
But it appeared to dash the slim 
remaining hopes of averting a 
major conflict in Europe that could 


shortages on the continent and 
economic chaos around the globe. 

Putin’s directive came hours after 
he recognized the separatist areas in 
a rambling, fact-bending discourse 
on European history. The move 
paved the way to provide them mili- 
tary support, antagonizing Western 
leaders who regard such a move as 
a breach of world order, and set off 
a frenzied scramble by the U.S. and 
others to respond. 
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Gov. Ned Lamont has budgeted $30 million in an attempt to begin to address chronic cellphone connectivity issues on Metro-North 


trains. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Lamont sends message 
on Metro-North Wi-Fi 


Governor adds $30M 
to improve critical 
train line’s cell service 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


ommuters on Metro-North 
know cell service can be spotty 
at best, and Connecticut is 
taking the first steps to find a 
solution. 

Gov. Ned Lamont added $30 million 
to his $24.2 billion budget proposal to 
develop “rapid implementation” of cell- 
phone technology on the rail line from 
New Haven to Grand Central Terminal, 
said Richard W. Andreski, bureau chief for 
public transportation at the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation. 


“Cellular connectivity isn’t always the 
best,” he said. 

Megan Go, a recent University of 
Connecticut graduate waiting Friday for 
the 7:05 a.m. Amtrak train in Hartford to 
catch a New York-bound train from New 
Haven, said she uses her phone infre- 
quently on the train to avoid draining the 
power. 

“I listen to music,” she said. “I try to 
sleep, if anything.” 

While phones, tablets and laptops are 
ubiquitous elsewhere, Go, who is not 
a frequent rider, said she has noticed 
“people don’t do anything on the train.” 

Andreski said planners face techni- 
cal challenges and have not yet decided 
how to spend the budgeted amount. State 
transportation officials are speaking with 
the Metropolitan Transportation Author- 
ity, Metro-North and telecommunications 
companies to develop a plan to improve 
connectivity, he said. 


“We're not exactly sure at this point 
what the technical solution will be,” he 
said. “I believe at this point it will start 
with improving the cellular connections.” 

Not everyone is on board with bringing 
Wi-Fi to Metro-North. 

Roger Cirella of Ansonia, a 30-year 
veteran of “riding the rails,” said he has 
an iPhone “and believe it or not, I would 
rather look at paper documents or read a 
newspaper while I am on the train. 

“If there was an internet connection on 
the train, would I open my laptop? Prob- 
ably not.” 

Jim Gildea, chairman of the Connecti- 
cut Commuter Rail Council, said 
improved cell service is “more of an aspi- 
rational goal.” 

He cited three other parts of Lamont’s 
transportation plan: establishing three 
daily round-trip express trains between 
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John Dilorio, CEO of 1st Alliance Lending, is three years into a battle with 


Ist Alliance loses case 


in state Supreme Court 


Ex-mortgage lender 
vows to keep fighting 
‘regulatory creep’ 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


A mortgage lender whose once 
thriving business was nurtured 
by one state agency before being 
crushed in a regulatory dispute 
with another has lost a decision 
before the state Supreme Court 
in what promises to be a continu- 
ing battle about claims of govern- 


Lending was booming three years 
ago after being financed by $1.5 
million in state business devel- 
opment money. But that ended 
precipitously in 2019 — and the 
state lost its investment — when 
state bank regulators said his busi- 
ness plan, the basis of the devel- 
opment money, allegedly violated 
lending laws. 

The regulators accused Dilo- 
rio of improperly using unli- 
censed call-center employees to 
help negotiate loans. He denies 
it and said a national regulatory 
committee, the Non-Depository 


bank regulators he claims are emblematic of a government mindset in 
Connecticut that is anti-business and anti-growth. COURANT FILE 


ment overreach. 
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A Ukrainian 
soldier takes a 
cigarette break 
on Monday 
inatrenchin 
Novozvanivka, 
Ukraine. TYLER 
HICKS/THE NEW 
YORK TIMES 


Schools 
recruit 
teachers 


Turn to Puerto Rico 
for bilingual educators 
to fill vacancies 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Hartford Public Schools, strug- 
gling with the same staffing short- 
ages faced by districts across the 
country, is looking to recruitbilin- 
gual educators from Puerto Rico 
to fill teacher vacancies ahead of 
the 2022-23 school year. 

Through the Paso a Paso 
Puerto Rico Recruitment 
Program — meaning “step by 
step” — the district intends to 
provide moving and support 
services and facilitate teacher 
certification for as many as 15 
Puerto Rican teachers, who 
would become full-time educa- 
tors in Hartford schools. 

Superintendent Dr. Leslie 
Torres-Rodriguez, excited about 
the program’s prospects, said it’s 
“something that I have wanted to 
do for several years.” 

“Several of us still have very 
strong ties to the island. Hartford 
as acommunity has strong ties to 
the island, and so we know that 
we can always leverage those,” 
Torres-Rodriguez said. “We have 
our networks, our connections 
with higher ed and the partners 
on the island.” 

Torres-Rodriguez, who is from 
Puerto Rico originally, said she’s 
spent years developing relation- 
ships with universities and teach- 
ingcommunities on the island. She 
says she knows what it’s like to be 
a newcomer, and the difference a 
supportive network can make. 

The initiative builds off 
of a pilot version the district 
explored prior to the pandemic 
that brought three teachers from 
Puerto Rico into the district 
to support students who were 
learning English. More than 20% 
of Hartford students are English 
learners, more than double the 
state average (8.3%). 

Now, the program’s focus has 
broadened to include educators 
who can assist in other areas 
where teacher vacancies are 
high: math, science and special 
education. 


Turn to Teachers, Page 2 
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“Several of us still 

have very strong ties to 
(Puerto Rico). Hartford 
as a community has 
strong ties to the island, 
and so we know that 
we can always leverage 
those. 

— Dr. Leslie Torres-Rodriguez, 


superintendent of Hartford 
Public Schools 





Emile Francis led Whalers’ brightest years 


Former GM Francis, who died Saturday at 95, was the architect of the Whalers’ best years, 


building a winner in the mid-1980s. SPORTS, PAGE 1 
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Teachers 
from Page 1 


Teacher burnout and stress 
exacerbated by two years of 
COVID-19 are posing challenges 
for schools across the U.S., with 
some studies suggesting that 
many teachers are now more 
likely to retire or leave the profes- 
sion earlier than planned because 
of the pandemic. 

Torres-Rodriguez said the 
district saw “more resignations 
than we expected to see” at the 
end of last school year. Hartford 
schools are operating at around 
75% of its typical staffing level, she 
said, including vacancies among 
teachers, staff and in the district’s 
central office team. 

“We have more staff vacancies 
today than we did in the fall,” 
Carol Gale, a Hartford teacher and 


president of the Hartford Federa- 
tion of Teachers, told school board 
members at a meeting Tuesday. 
One school has lost 13 teachers 
just this year, she said. 

In January, Gov. Ned Lamont 
issued an executive order that 
allowed districts more flexibility 
in hiring retired teachers to help 
schools cover shortages as the 
omicron variant tore through the 
state. 

Districts also wrestled with a 
shortage of substitute teachers, 
placing further stress on school 
administrators. In the first half of 
this school year, the state Depart- 
ment of Education issued 67% 
more authorizations for substi- 
tute teachers without a bache- 
lor’s degree than it did over the 
course of 2018-2019, according to 
a department spokesperson. 

Hartford schools view consis- 
tent and robust staffing levels 


as critical in its push to offset 
a dramatic increase in chronic 
absenteeism, which worsened 
during the pandemic. 

Full staffing is one of many 
conditions that have to be 
in place for kids to thrive in 
school, Torres-Rodriguez said, 
“so students can then feel like 
there’s a sense of continuity, and 
normalcy, and care.” 

Beyond helping to address staff- 
ing challenges, Torres-Rodriguez 
views Paso a Paso as a natural 
extension of Hartford’s strong 
existing ties to Puerto Rico. 

The majority of students who 
attend Hartford schools are 
Hispanic or Latino, most of whom 
are of Puerto Rican descent. 

Hartford schools also saw an 
influx of Puerto Rican students in 
2017 when Hurricane Maria, the 
strongest storm to hit the island 
in 80 years, displaced thousands 


of families. 

More than 2,000 Puerto Rican 
children enrolled in Connecticut 
schools during the 2017-18 schools 
year. About 150 of the 459 who 
came to Hartford are still enrolled 
in city schools. 

“One of the things that was 
at the core of our response was 
this personalized approach,” 
Torres-Rodriguez said. Puerto 
Rican students were prioritized 
in schools that already had foun- 
dations supporting bilingual and 
bicultural needs, and “it’s the 
same approach that we’re trying 
to take with our teacher candi- 
dates,” she said. 

Paso a Paso, with funding from 
Travelers Cos. and federal relief 
money, will include two years of 
individualized support services 
to help teachers move, adjust and 
find community. 

A liaison will be available to 


help teachers find housing, and 
to coordinate support and mentor 
services. The district is working 
with the Connecticut Depart- 
ment of Education to streamline 
the pathway to meeting the state’s 
teacher certification require- 
ments. 

Selected candidates will also 
be granted membership to the 
Connecticut Association of Latino 
Administrators and Superinten- 
dents. 

The next information session 
will be held online Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m. (AST) through Ana 
Mendez University, San Juan. 
Applications are open ona rolling 
basis through March 1, and Hart- 
ford schools staff will conduct 
in-person interviews in Puerto 
Rico March 10-12. 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached 
at smcavoy@courant.com. 





Ist Alliance 


from Page 1 


Supervisory Committee or NDSC, 
agrees with him. 

The state Banking department 
was not dissuaded and opened an 
audit of Alliance in 2018, which led 
to revocation of its surety bond. 
That caused banking regulators 
to first suspend and later revoke 
the firm’s Connecticut license in 
2019. A nationwide revocation 
followed, preventing Alliance from 
doing business in Connecticut or 
anywhere else in the country. 

The Supreme Court, in a deci- 
sion by Justice Andrew McDon- 
ald, ruled against Dilorio, who 
has been waging an acrimonious, 
yearslong fight against Banking 
Commissioner Jorge Perez, who 
Alliance argued had no authority 
to revoke its license because the 
firm had surrendered it voluntarily 
months earlier in hopes of achiev- 
ing a settlement with regulators. 

The court disagreed, concluding 
that Perez was within his author- 
ity because, under state law and 
regulation, licensees must obtain 
permission from regulators in 
order to surrender licenses. What’s 
more, the court said, the commis- 
sioner has broad authority during 
enforcement actions, such as the 
audit being done on Alliance’s use 
of non-licensed telephone clerks. 

“In short, whenever a mort- 
gage lender wants to surrender its 
license, it must request to surren- 
der it,’ McDonald wrote. “In the 


“When I say that license revocation is a death penalty, I mean it. 

I can’t operate anywhere. The only way we could put the company back 
together is if there was some sort of settlement with the state. And that is just 
not our intention. Our intention is to see the licensing thing through. 

To win. And then to hold the people who did this accountable. 

I just don’t see any other path forward.” 


— John Dilorio, CEO of 1st Alliance Lending 


event of an ongoing administra- 
tive enforcement proceeding, the 
request is not effective except at 
the time and under the conditions 
the commissioner determines.” 

The banking department 
applauded the decision, saying it 
upholds its effort to balance busi- 
ness and consumer interests. 

“This ruling confirms the 
Department’s actions were based 
on evidence and a correct inter- 
pretation of law,” a department 
spokesman said. “Our objec- 
tive continues to balance strong 
consumer protections while main- 
taining a healthy financial services 
industry where businesses can 
thrive.” 

The court said the case is the 
first time it has examined the 
state statutory plan governing the 
suspension and revocation of a 
mortgage lender license. If Dilorio 
has his way, it will not be the last. 
He already has filed another legal 
challenge of the license revoca- 
tion on different grounds and said 
he will press it to the high court if 
necessary. 

He is three years into a battle 


with bank regulators he claims 
are emblematic of a government 
mindset in Connecticut that is 
anti-business and anti-growth. 
He is using lawyers, lobbyists and 
his own political action commit- 
tee, Reclaim Connecticut, which 
is focused on “regulatory creep” 
and “fixes” to the state business 
climate. 

“We can’t be 45th forever,” he 
said, referring to a survey that 
ranked the state five from the 
bottom in business friendliness. 

He said he has given up on his 
own business. 

“When I say that license revo- 
cation is a death penalty, I mean 
it,” he said. “I can’t operate 
anywhere. The only way we could 
put the company back together is 
if there was some sort of settle- 
ment with the state. And that is 
just not our intention. Our inten- 
tion is to see the licensing thing 
through. To win. And then to hold 
the people who did this account- 
able. I just don’t see any other 
path forward.” 

In 2016, the state Department 
of Economic and Community 


Development offered 1st Alli- 
ance $6 million in forgivable, low 
interest loans and $4 million in 
tax credits based on its business 
model, amove from East Hartford 
to Putnam and the goal of hiring 
as many as 300 employees. A year 
later, Dilorio renegotiated, reduc- 
ing the loan to $1.5 million, while 
giving up the credits and move to 
Putnam. 

He still planned to hire 300. He 
laid off 178 when he was closed. 

The banking department 
began its investigation, or audit, 
in 2018 based on an anonymous 
complaint that Alliance was using 
unlicensed loan originators. Rules 
about who can do what, with or 
without a license, in mortgage 
lending are complicated. Dilo- 
rio’s lawyers argue that, in simple 
terms, his unlicensed employees 
were referring inquiries to those 
who were licensed. 

Dilorio said the Banking 
Department offered to settle 
the matter if he paid a large fine, 
agreed to its interpretation of the 
rules and agreed to a “gag” order 
preventing him from talking about 


the settlement. He said he balked 
at the order not to discuss the 
settlement because it would have 
prevented him from explaining 
the matter to other states where 
he was licensed. 

“TfI couldn’t tell the other states 
why Connecticut was wrong, I 
had to admit guilt in all the other 
states I did business in,” he said. 
“And my lawyers said I couldn’t 
do that.” 

When Dilorio didn’t settle, the 
regulators issued a notice that 
the state would move against his 
license. That caused The Hart- 
ford to notify Dilorio and the 
banking department that it would 
cancel his surety bond. Without 
surety, the Alliance license would 
be suspended. After consider- 
ing his options, Dilorio said he 
decided to voluntarily surrender 
his Connecticut license and stop 
doing business in the state. 

The banking department failed 
to accept the surrender. 

Dilorio said he was never 
offered a hearing or other forum 
at which to make a case against 
revocation or for amore palatable 
settlement, which he claims is a 
violation of his due process rights. 

“The thing that people need to 
understand is, this decision has 
a chilling effect on Connecticut 
licensees and their rights to due 
process,” he said. “The agencies 
in Connecticut are dancing. They 
can do whatever they want, carte 
blanche. And how can you run 
a business in the state if that is 
true?” 
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In French election, front-runner hangs back 


Macron waits in the 
wings as right and 
extreme-right fight 


By Roger Cohen 
The New York Times 


PARIS — France faces an unusual 
presidential election in less than two 
months, with no credible left-wing 
contender, an electorate so disen- 
chanted that abstention could be 
high, and a clear favorite who has 
not even announced his candidacy. 

That favorite is President Emman- 
uel Macron, 44, who has opted tostay 
above the fray, delaying his decision 
to declare he is running until some- 
time close to the March deadline. 

Comfortable in his lofty centrist 
perch, Macron has watched as the 
right and extreme-right tear one 
another to shreds. Immigration 
and security have largely pushed out 
other themes, from climate change 
to the ballooning debt France has 
accumulated in fighting the coro- 
navirus crisis. 

“To call your child ‘Mohammed’ 
is to colonize France,” says Eric 
Zemmour, the far-right upstart of 
the election who has parlayed his 
notoriety as a TV pundit into a plat- 
form of anti-immigrant vitriol. 

Only he, in his telling, stands 
between French civilization and 
its conquest by Islam and “woke” 
American political correctness. 

Still, Macron has a clear lead in 
polls, which give him about 25% 
of the vote in the first round of the 
election on April 10. Zemmour and 
two other right-wing candidates are 
in the 12% to 18% range. Splintered 
left-wing parties are trailing and, for 
now, seem like virtual spectators for 
the first time since the foundation of 
the Fifth Republic in 1958. 

France generally leans right; this 





Asupporter of current French President Emmanuel Macron puts up a campaign poster near Paris. LUDOVIC MARIN/ 


GETTY-AFP 


time it has lurched. “The left lost 
the popular classes, many of whom 
moved to the far right because it 
had no answer on immigration and 
Islam,’ said Pascal Bruckner, an 
author and political philosopher. 
“So it’s the unknowable chameleon, 
Macron, against the right.” 

The beneficiary of a perception 
that he has beaten the coronavirus 
pandemic and steered the econ- 
omy through its challenges, Macron 
appears stronger today than he has 
for some time. The economy grew 
7% in the last quarter. Unemploy- 
ment is at 74%, low for France. The 
lifting of COVID-19 measures before 
the election, including mask require- 
ments in many public places, seems 
probable, astep of potent symbolism. 

It is a measure of the difficulty 
of attacking Macron that he seems 


at once to embody what is left of 
social democracy in France — once 
the preserve of a Socialist Party that 
is now on life support — and poli- 
cies embraced by the right, like his 
tough stand against what he has 
called “Islamist separatism.” 
Thetwo leading candidates inthe 
first round go through to a second 
April 24. The crux of the election 
has therefore become a fierce right- 
on-right battle for a second-place 
passage to arunoff against Macron. 
Marine Le Pen, the perennial 
anti-immigrant candidate, has 
become Zemmour’s fiercest critic, 
as defections to him from her 
party have grown. She has said his 
supporters include “some Nazis” 
and accused him of seeking “the 
death” of her National Rally party, 
formerly called the National Front. 


Zemmour, whose extremist view 
is that Islam is “incompatible” with 
France, has ridiculed her for trying 
to distinguish between extremist 
Islamism and the faith itself. He 
has attacked her for not embrac- 
ing the idea of the “great replace- 
ment” — a racist conspiracy theory 
that white Christian populations 
are being intentionally replaced by 
nonwhite immigrants, leading to 
what Zemmour calls the “Creoliza- 
tion” of societies. 

Paulette Bremond, a retiree who 
voted for Macron in 2017, said she 
was hesitating between the presi- 
dent and Zemmour. “The immigra- 
tion question is grave,” she said. “Iam 
waiting to see what Mr. Macron says 
about it. He probably won't go as far 
as Mr. Zemmour, but if he sounds 
effective, I may vote for him again.” 


Until Macron declares his candi- 
dacy, she added, “the campaign feels 
like it has not started” — acommon 
sentiment in a country where for 
now the political jostling can feel 
like shadow boxing. 

That is scarcely a concern to 
the president, who has portrayed 
himself as focused on high matters 
of state. These include his promi- 
nent diplomatic role in trying to stop 
a war in Ukraine through his rela- 
tionship with President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia, and ending, along 
with allies, the troubled French 
anti-terrorist campaign in Mali. 

If Mali has been a conspicu- 
ous failure, albeit one that seems 
unlikely to sway many voters, the 
Ukraine crisis, as long as it does not 
lead to war, has allowed Macron to 
look like Europe’s de facto leader in 
the quest for constructive engage- 
ment with Russia. Zemmour and 
Le Pen, who between them repre- 
sent about 30% of the vote, make no 
secret of their admiration for Putin. 

One member of Macron’s puta- 
tive reelection team, who insisted on 
anonymity per government practice, 
said the possibility ofarunoffagainst 
the center-right Republican candi- 
date, Valerie Pecresse, was more 
concerning than facing either Le Pen 
or Zemmour in the second round. 

A graduate of the same elite 
school as Macron, a competent 
two-term president of France’s most 
populous region and a centrist by 
instinct, Pecresse might appeal in 
the second round to center-left and 
left-wing voters who regard Macron 
as a traitor. 

But a disastrous performance in 
her first major campaign speech 
in Paris this month appears to 
have dented Pecresse’s chances, if 
perhaps not irretrievably. One poll 
this week gave her 12% of the vote, 
down from 19% in December. 





Ukraine 
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Underscoring the urgency, 
the U.N. Security Council set a 
rare nighttime emergency meet- 
ing on Monday at the request of 
Ukraine, the U.S. and other coun- 
tries. Ukraine’s president, Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy, sought to project 
calm, telling the country: “We are 
not afraid ofanyone or anything. We 
don’t owe anyone anything. And we 
won’t give anything to anyone” 

The White House issued an exec- 
utive order to prohibit U.S. invest- 
ment and trade in the separatist 
regions, and additional measures 
— likely sanctions — were to be 
announced Tuesday. Those sanc- 
tions are independent of what 
Washington has prepared in the 
event ofa Russian invasion, accord- 
ing to a senior administration offi- 
cial who briefed reporters on the 
condition of anonymity. 

The developments came amid 
a spike in skirmishes in the east- 
ern regions that Western powers 
believe Russia could use asa pretext 
for an attack on the western-look- 
ing democracy that has defied 
Moscow’s attempts to pull it back 
into its orbit. 

Putin justified his decision in a 
far-reaching, pre-recorded speech 
blaming NATO for the current crisis 
and calling the U.S.-led alliance an 
existential threat to Russia. 

Sweeping through more than a 
century ofhistory, he painted today’s 
Ukraine as a modern construct that 
is inextricably linked to Russia. He 
charged that Ukraine had inherited 
Russia’s historic lands and after the 
Soviet collapse was used by the West 
to contain Russia. 

“I consider it necessary to take a 
long-overdue decision: To immedi- 
ately recognize the independence 
and sovereignty of Donetsk People’s 
Republic and Luhansk People’s 
Republic,” Putin said. 

Afterward he signed a decree 
recognizing the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions’ independence, 
eight years after fighting erupted 
between Russia-backed separatists 
and Ukrainian forces, and called on 


. 


People wave Russian national flags to celebrate in the center of Donetsk, the territory controlled by pro-Russian militants, eastern Ukraine, late Monday. In 
a fast-moving political theater, Russian President Vladimir Putin has moved quickly to recognize the independence of separatist regions in eastern Ukraine 
ina show of defiance against the West amid fears of Russian invasion in Ukraine. ALEXEI ALEXANDROV/AP 


lawmakers to approve measures 
paving the way for military support. 

Until now, Ukraine and the West 
have accused Russia of supporting 
the separatists, but Moscow has 
denied that, saying that Russians 
who fought there were volunteers. 

At an earlier meeting of Putin’s 
Security Council, a stream of top 
officials argued for recognizing the 
regions’ independence. At one point, 
one slipped up and said he favored 
including them as part of Russian 
territory but Putin quickly corrected 
him. 

Recognizing the separatist 
regions’ independence is likely to 


be popular in Russia, where many 
share Putin’s worldview. Russian 
state media released images of 
people in Donetsk launching fire- 
works, waving large Russian flags 
and playing Russia’s national 
anthem. 

Ukrainians in Kyiv, meanwhile, 
bristled at the move. 

“Why should Russia recognize 
(the rebel-held regions)? If neigh- 
bors come to you and say, ‘This room 
will be ours? would you care about 
their opinion or not? It’s your flat, 
and it will be always your flat,” said 
Maria Levchyshchyna, a 48-year- 
old painter in the Ukrainian capi- 


tal. “Let them recognize whatever 
they want. But in my view, it can 
also provoke a war, because normal 
people will fight for their country.” 

With an estimated 150,000 
Russian troops massed on three 
sides of Ukraine, the U.S. has warned 
that Moscow has already decided to 
invade. Still, Biden and Putin tenta- 
tively agreed to a meeting brokered 
by French President Emmanuel 
Macron in alast-ditch effort to avoid 
war. 

If Russia moves in, the meeting 
willbe off, butthe prospect ofa face- 
to-face summit resuscitated hopes 
in diplomacy to prevent a conflict 





that could cause massive casualties 
and huge economic damage across 
Europe, which is heavily dependent 
on Russian energy. 

Putin’s announcement shattered 
a 2015 peace deal signed in Minsk 
requiring Ukrainian authorities to 
offer broad self-rule to the rebel 
regions, a major diplomatic coup 
for Moscow. 

That deal was resented by many 
in Ukraine who saw it as a capitula- 
tion, ablow to the country’s integrity 
and a betrayal of national interests. 

Over 14,000 people have been 
killed since conflict erupted in the 
eastern heartland of Ukraine in 2014. 





Cell service 
from Page 1 


New York and New Haven stop- 
ping at Bridgeport and Stamford, 
adding seven trains on the Water- 
bury branch line by July and fund- 
ing an express train each weekday 
from the Springfield/New Haven 
corridor through Hartford to Penn 
Station in New York. 

“The first three are more tangible 
and more real and closer to happen- 
ing,” Gildea said. 

Jim Cameron, acommuter advo- 
cate, said riders have access to Wi-Fi 
with wireless modems or data plans. 
“The people who really want to have 
connectivity have found it,’ he said. 

State Sen. Will Haskell, a West- 
port Democrat and co-chairman of 
the General Assembly’s Transpor- 
tation Committee, is adamant that 
asolution be found. The lack of cell 
service or Wi-Fi along the busiest 
commuter rail line in the U.S. is a 
“particular obsession” of his. 
































Gov. Ned Lamont has budgeted $30 million to take the first steps improving 
cellphone service on Metro-North trains. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


“Riders can connect to Wi-Fion 
Amtrak, most commercial airlines, 
but they can’t even make a call 
while on Metro-North?” he said. 
“Tt drives me nuts that commuters 
aren’t able to use their time on the 


train efficiently” 

A call was dropped three or four 
times while Haskell recently rode 
Metro-North, which he called a 
“policy failure.” 

A spokeswoman for Metro- 


North referred questions to the state 
Department of Transportation. 

John Emra, president of New 
England AT&T, said a solution 
would likely be to install two Wi-Fi 
access points on each rail car simi- 
lar to a router at home and a small 
antenna on top of the car for a 
signal. 

Berms block cellphone service, 
and protected wetlands and popu- 
lated centers make it difficult to 
install cellphone towers, he said. 

A Metro-North train has eight 
to 12 cars with a capacity of 100 
passengers each. Bandwidth 
would be challenged if most of 
the passengers were using their 
phones, laptops or tablets at the 
same time, Emra said. 

“All those things present chal- 
lenges,” he said. “It’s not insur- 
mountable” 

Another question is how much 
digital access to make available 
on Metro-North. Planners must 
consider whether Wi-Fi would 
provide unfettered downloading 


and streaming of high-definition 
video that takes up a lot of band- 
width, Emra said. 

Previous 2G, 3G and 4G were not 
up to the task of providing Wi-Fi for 
hundreds of rail passengers simulta- 
neously, and the rollout of 5G could 
provide necessary bandwidth, 
Andreski said. 

“Our goal here is not to deliver a 
solution that will be dated immedi- 
ately,” he said. “One of the risks here 
is we could leverage 4G LTE tech- 
nology, but it doesn’t seem to make 
alot of sense to invest in something 
that’s sort of on the way out.” 

“We'd like to future-proof this as 
muchas possible,” he said. 

Emra said that although the 
details are not yet known about 
how to bring Wi-Fi to Metro-North, 
whatis known isthat users demand 
connectivity everywhere. 

“People want to use that time on 
the train to get work done,” he said. 


Stephen Singer can be reached at 
ssinger@courant.com. 
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PM: End of 2 of the 
‘darkest, grimmest 
years’ in peacetime 
By Jill Lawless 


Associated Press 


LONDON — Brit- 
ish Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson is scrapping the 
last domestic coronavirus 
restrictions in England, 
including the requirement 
for people with COVID-19 
to self-isolate, even as he 
acknowledged Monday the 
potential for new and more 
deadly variants of the virus. 

Johnson told lawmakers 
in the House of Commons 
that the country was 
“moving from government 
restrictions to personal 
responsibility” as part of a 
plan for treating COVID- 
19 like other transmissible 
illnesses such as flu. 

He said it marked an end 
to “two of the darkest, grim- 
mest years in our peacetime 
history.” 

“Today is not the day we 
can declare victory over 
COVID, because this virus 
is not going away,” John- 
son said at a televised news 
conference. “Butit is the day 
when all the efforts of the 
last two years finally enabled 
us to protect ourselves 
whilst restoring our liber- 
ties in full.” 

Johnson confirmed that 
mandatory self-isolation 
for people with COVID-19 
will end starting Thursday 
and the routine tracing of 
infected people’s contacts 
will stop. People will still be 
advised to stay home if they 
are sick — but will no longer 
get extra financial support. 

Monday’s announcement 
applies only to England, 
which is home to 56 million 
of the U.K’s 67 million 
people. It leaves England 
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Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson acknowledged the potential for additional COVID-19 variants. TOLGA AKMEN/POOL VIA AP 


with fewer restrictions than 
most other European coun- 
tries, with the exception of 
Denmark. 

Many in England who 
think they have COVID- 
19 may now never know 
for sure. Starting April 1, 
lab-confirmed PCR tests 
for the virus will be available 
free only to older people and 
the immune-compromised. 
The government will also 
stop offering the free rapid 
virus tests, though they will 
be available for purchase. 

Yet the government 
stressed that the pandemic 
isn’t over and the virus could 
still spring nasty surprises. 
Johnson said scientists 
were “certain there will be 


new variants and it is very 
possible they will be worse 
than omicron,” the currently 
dominant strain. 

Speaking to Parliament, 
Johnson said the fact that 
Queen Elizabeth II tested 
positive for COVID-19 on 
Sunday was a reminder that 
this virus was still preva- 
lent. But, he said, “Whilst 
the pandemic is not over, we 
have now passed the peak of 
the omicron wave.” 

Buckingham Palace said 
the 95-year-old monarch 
was experiencing mild, cold- 
like symptoms. 

The government plan 
foresees keeping the virus 
in check with vaccines and 
treatments. Everyone 75 and 


older will be offered a fourth 
vaccine dose, along with 
those 12 and up who have 
conditions that make them 
vulnerable to severe disease. 

Some scientists said 
removing all restrictions 
was arisky move that could 
bring a surge in infections 
and weaken the country’s 
defenses against more viru- 
lent future strains. 

The government insisted 
it would retain a strong 
surveillance system, includ- 
ing the Infection Survey 
conducted by the Office for 
National Statistics, which 
is considered invaluable 
because it tests people 
whether or not they have 
symptoms. It said it also will 


keep the ability to ramp up 
testing if needed. 

Chris Whitty, the chief 
medical officer for England, 
said prevalence of the virus 
was still “very high” and 
urged people to continue 
to self-isolate if they had 
COVID-19. 

“People should still, ifthey 
have COVID, try to prevent 
other people getting it, and 
that means self-isolating,” 
he said. 

The leader of the oppo- 
sition Labor Party, Keir 
Starmer, said the govern- 
ment’s “half-baked” 
approach would leave Brit- 
ain vulnerable. 

“Tenorance is bliss’ is not 
a responsible approach to a 


rules 


deadly virus,” Starmer said. 

Johnson’s Conservative 
government lifted most 
virus restrictions in Janu- 
ary, scrapping vaccine pass- 
ports for venues and ending 
mask mandates in most 
settings apart from hospi- 
tals in England. 

Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, which 
set their own public health 
rules, also have opened up, 
although more slowly. 

A combination of high 
vaccination rates in the U.K. 
and the milder omicron 
variant meant that easing 
restrictions last month 
didn’t lead to a surge in 
hospitalizations and deaths. 
Both are falling, though the 
UK. still has Europe’s high- 
est coronavirus toll after 
Russia, with more than 
161,000 recorded deaths. 

In Britain, 85% of people 
age 12 and up have had two 
vaccine doses and almost 
two-thirds have had a third 
booster shot. 

Monday’s announce- 
ment was cheered by many 
Conservative Party lawmak- 
ers, who argue that the 
restrictions were inefficient 
and disproportionate. 

But some scientists 
expressed alarm, saying that 
ending support for people 
to test and isolate would hit 
poor people the hardest. 

“Today’s announcement 
is not a plan for living with 
COVID, it is a plan for reduc- 
ing spending on testing and 
cutting support for people 
who have or may have 
COVID,” said Trish Green- 
halgh, professor of primary 
care health services at the 
University of Oxford. 

“Learning to live with 
COVID does not mean 
pretending it isn’t highly 
prevalent or pretending the 
virus is no longer danger- 
ous,” she said. 





US, Polish troops bracing 
for influx from Ukraine 


Centers being set up 
in anticipation of an 
invasion by Russia 


By Eric Schmitt 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Many 
of the nearly 5,000 troops 
from the 82nd Airborne 
Division who arrived in 
Poland last week are work- 
ing with Polish forces to set 
up processing centers for 
tens of thousands of people, 
including Americans, who 
are expected to flee neigh- 
boring Ukraine if Russia 
attacks the country, U.S. 
military officials say. 

The Biden administra- 
tion has repeatedly said 
USS. troops will not fight in 
Ukraine or rescue Amer- 
icans trapped there by a 
Russian attack. But U.S. 
commanders and their 
counterparts in Poland 
have been preparing parts 
of several Polish military 
facilities and erecting tents 
for possible evacuees. 

So far, American officials 
said, there have been few, if 
any, people who have sought 
to use the facilities. But a 
large-scale Russian assault 
on Ukraine could result in 1 
million to5 million refugees, 
with many of them pouring 
into Poland, Pentagon offi- 
cials have estimated. 


That could lead to the 
largest flood of refugees in 
Europe since nearly 1 million 
Syrian refugees arrived 
in 2015, a surge that had a 
profound impact on Euro- 
pean politics by bolstering 
far-right parties. 

“Poland could see tens 
of thousands of displaced 
Ukrainians and others flow- 
ing across its border trying 
to save themselves and their 
families from the scourge 
of war,” Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said Friday in 
Warsaw. 

Asked about the threat of 
a clash between American 
and Russian troops spilling 
over from Ukraine, Austin 
sought to tamp fears of an 
incident that could esca- 
late into a confrontation 
between the two powers. 

“We will make sure that 
we do everything possible to 
protect our troops and our 
Polish partners so that there 
isn’t a spillover,’ Austin said 
in an interview with ABC 
News that aired Sunday. 

Polish officials said they 
were preparing for the 
worst. 

“We are ready to help all 
those who will be forced to 
leave Ukraine,” said Polish 
Defense Minister Mariusz 
Blaszcezak. “We, as a nation 
that has so strongly and 
badly experienced World 
War II, we know what 


support is all about.” 

Another 1,000 American 
troops — a Stryker squad- 
ron from the Army’s 2nd 
Cavalry Regiment — moved 
into Romania from Germany 
on Saturday. The Air Force 
has also sent more than a 
dozen additional fighter 
jets to Eastern Europe in 
recent days to bolster aerial 
defenses there. 

The American reinforce- 
ments more than double the 
number of American ground 
troops in the two countries, 
to roughly 9,000 in Poland 
and nearly 2,000 in Roma- 
nia. 

US. officials estimate that 
Russia has amassed 190,000 
troops in and around 
Ukraine, including in the 
eastern part of the country, 
where Ukrainian forces and 
Russian-backed separatists 
have been fighting for years. 

Pentagon officials have 
warned that the Biden 
administration would send 
even more troops to NATO 
allies in Eastern Europe in 
the event of a Russian inva- 
sion of Ukraine. Poland and 
Romania are both NATO 
countries, but Ukraine is not. 

Besides any symbolic 
value, the 82nd Airborne 
soldiers will be thrust into 
the challenging job of help- 
ing the Polish authorities 
manage possibly tens of 
thousands of people fleeing 





U.S. troops load equipment onto vehicles Saturday in Rzeszow, Poland. The troops and their 
Polish counterparts are anticipating a surge of Ukrainian refugees. CLAREK SOKOLOWSKI/AP 


Ukraine. 

“Certainly, assistance 
with evacuation flow is 
something that they could 
do, and could do quite well,” 
said John Kirby, the Penta- 
gon’s chief spokesperson. 
“And they’re going to be 
working with Polish author- 
ities on what that looks like, 
and how they would handle 
that” 

The 82nd Airborne 
troops, from Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, are 
expected to train with Polish 
forces at several locations in 
the country, said a U.S. mili- 


tary official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
to discuss troop movements. 
The Pentagon announced 
this month that 3,000 troops 
from the 82nd Airborne 
would join 1,700 soldiers 
from the unit who deployed 
earlier to Poland. They are 
led by Maj. Gen. Christo- 
pher Donahue, who was the 
ground commander for the 
evacuation at Kabul’s inter- 
national airport in August. 
Kirby said that although 
some of the Army troops 
may operate in eastern 
Poland, near the Ukrainian 


border, one thing is clear: 
“There’s no intention, 
there’s no plan and there’s no 
approval to put these troops 
into Ukraine” They’re being 
sent to Poland. They’re 
going to stay in Poland” 

In addition to the deploy- 
ments to Poland and Roma- 
nia, the Pentagon has put 
8,500 other troops in the 
United States on “high alert” 
for possible dispatch to East- 
ern Europe. Those troops 
would take part ina NATO 
response force that might 
soon be activated, military 
officials said. 








Former President Trump’s social media app encountered 
glitches when it launched on Monday. JOHN RAOUX/AP 


After bans, Trump launches social media app 


By Bernard Condon 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Former 
President Donald Trump’s 
social media app that he 
hopes will rival Twitter 
launched Monday as he 
seeks a new digital stage to 
rally his supporters and fight 
Big Tech limits on speech a 
year after he was banned 
from Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube. 

His Truth Social app was 
offered for download from 
the Apple App Store to a 


limited number of subscrib- 
ers who had preordered, 
with others added to a wait- 
ing list to be given access 
over the next 10 days. 

The site encountered 
technical glitches shortly 
after launch, with reports 
that subscribers were shut 
out for hours. Others had 
trouble signing on. The site 
is not expected to be open to 
anyone who wants to down- 
load it until next month. 

Trump is hoping Truth 
Social will attract the 
millions who followed him 


on Twitter as he hints at 
a third presidential run, 
triggering a wave of other 
subscribers to justify the 
billions of dollars that inves- 
tors have bet on the venture. 
Shares in a company that 
plans to buy Trump Media 
and Technology Group, the 
parent of Truth Social, have 
soared in recent months. 
Trump was banned from 
top social media platforms 
following the U.S. Capi- 
tol riot last year that critics 
accused him ofinciting. The 
ban has raised questions of 


free speech in asocial media 
industry dominated by few 
tech giants, an issue that 
Trump and conservative 
media have seized upon. 

Trump is hoping to tap 
into outrage over being 
banned to attract a broad 
audience to keep the stock 
rising, but challenges exist. 
None of alternative messag- 
ing platforms already open 
to all, such as Gettr and 
Parler, have been able to 
move beyond an echo cham- 
ber of conservative political 
commentary. 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


Was Arbery’s killing 
a hate crime? Jury 
hears dueling views 


From news services 


BRUNSWICK, Ga. — 
Three white men who 
chased and killed Anmaud 
Arbery on a residential 
street acted out of “pent-up 
racial anger” and should be 
convicted of hate crimes, a 
federal prosecutor told ajury 
Monday. 

Defense attorneys argued 
that the Black man was 
fatally shot in self-defense 
and had acted suspiciously 
during prior trips to the 
neighborhood. 

The jury of eight white 
people, three Black people 
and one Hispanic person 
heard dueling reasons for 
the killing in U.S. District 
Court, where verdicts on 
hate crime charges rest not 
on whether the pursuit and 
shooting were justified, but 
whether they were moti- 
vated by racism. 

Prosecutor Christopher 
Perras argued that Travis 
McMichael “was just look- 
ing for a reason” to hurt 
a Black person when the 
25-year-old Arbery jogged 
past his home on a Sunday 
afternoon in February 2020. 
Perras cited a slew of racist 
comments and videos the 
defendant had posted online. 

And when McMichael, 
his father and a neighbor 
began chasing Arbery, they 
had no evidence he had done 
anything wrong, but they 
assumed he had because he 
was Black, Perras said. 

“There’s a big difference 
between being vigilant 
and being a vigilante,” said 
Perras, later adding: “It’s 
important for you to under- 
stand the full depth of the 
defendants’ racial hatred.” 

Travis McMichael’s attor- 
ney, Amy Lee Copeland, told 
the jury that prosecutors 
presented no evidence that 
he “ever spoke to anyone 
about Mr. Arbery’s death in 
racial terms” or committed 
prior acts of racial violence. 


Basic facts of the case 
aren’t disputed. Travis 
McMichael and his father 
Greg McMichael armed 
themselves and chased 
Arbery in a pickup after he 
was spotted running past 
their home. A neighbor, 
William “Roddie” Bryan, 
joined the pursuit in his 
truck and recorded the video 
of Travis McMichael firing 
the fatal shots at point-blank 
range. 

The McMichaels and 
Bryan were all convicted of 
murder last fall in a Georgia 
state court. The U.S. Justice 
Department charged them 
separately in federal court 
with hate crimes, alleging 
that all three men violated 
Arbery’s civil rights and 
targeted him for being Black. 


Navy’s new drone fleet: 
The U.S. Navy’s Mideast- 
based 5th Fleet announced 
Monday the launch of a 
new joint fleet of unmanned 
drones with allied nations 
to patrol vast swaths of the 
region’s volatile waters as 
tensions simmer with Iran. 

Vice Adm. Brad Cooper 
said 100 unmanned drones, 
both sailing and submers- 
ible, would dramatically 
multiply the surveillance 
capacities of the U.S. Navy, 
allowing it to keep aclose eye 
on waters critical to the flow 
of the global oil and shipping. 

Cooper said he hopes the 
drone force using artificial 
intelligence would be oper- 
ational by the summer of 
2023. 


Aussies welcome travelers: 
International tourists and 
business travelers began 
arriving in Australia with 
few restrictions on Monday, 
bringing together families 
in tearful reunions after 
separations of two years or 
longer forced by some of the 
most stringent pandemic 
measures of any democracy 
inthe world. 





European storm wave: A car crushed by a tree is seen Monday in Cologne, Germany. Northern Europe has been battered by 
three major storms fueled by an unusually strong jet stream in a five-day span, leaving at least 14 dead across the continent. In 
Germany, insurance broker Aon estimated that the successive storms caused $1.8 billion in damage. FEDERICO GAMBARINI/DPA 





Australia closed its 
borders to tourists in March 
2020 in a bid to reduce the 
local spread of COVID-19, 
but on Monday removed its 
final travel restrictions for 
fully vaccinated passengers. 

Travelers were greeted 
at Sydney’s airport by jubi- 
lant well-wishers waving toy 
koalas and favorite Austra- 
lian foods. 

Home Affairs Minis- 
ter Karen Andrews said all 
travelers’ vaccination status 
would be checked before 
they arrived. 

Tourism Australia manag- 
ing director Phillipa Harri- 
son said she expected tourist 
numbers would take two 
years to rebound to pre-pan- 
demic levels. 


German protests: German 
officials condemned protests 
Monday by climate activists 
who blocked roads including 
near the country’s biggest 
port. 

Members of the group 
Uprising of the Last Gener- 
ation glued themselves to 
roads in Stuttgart, Freiburg 


and near the port of 
Hamburg to demand an end 
to food waste. 

Bavaria’s top state security 
official said such blockades 
weren't covered by freedom 
of assembly. 

Omid Nouripour, the head 
of Germany’s environmen- 
talist Green Party, expressed 
support for protests but said 
the blockades could under- 
mine support for measures 
to tackle climate change. 

Germany is not ontrack to 
meet its goals for reducing 
emissions of planet-warm- 
ing gases. 


NYC subway safety plan: 
New York’s latest plan to 
tackle crime and homeless- 
ness in subways was rolling 
into action Monday after 
police logged more than a 
half-dozen attacks in trains 
and stations over the holiday 
weekend. 

Mayor Eric Adams’ plan 
involves sending more 
police, mental health clini- 
cians and social service 
outreach workers into the 
subways. 


The plan notes that many 
people who use the subways 
for shelter need help. But it 
says police will crack down 
on sleeping, littering, smok- 
ing, doing drugs or loitering. 

It calls for clearing all 
passengers out of trains at 
the ends of their lines, an 
approach that has waxed 
and waned over the years. 


Rohingya case: Lawyers 
for Myanmar’s military 
rulers on Monday sought 
the dismissal of a case that 
accuses the Southeast 
Asian nation of genocide 
against the Rohingya ethnic 
minority, saying the United 
Nations’ top court lacked 
jurisdiction. 

Public hearings at the 
International Court of 
Justice went ahead amid 
questions about who should 
represent Myanmar in the 
aftermath of the military 
takeover of the country last 
year. 

The decision to allow 
Myanmar’s military-in- 
stalled government to 
represent the country at the 
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hearings drew sharp criti- 
cism. 

A shadow administra- 
tion known as the National 
Unity Government made up 
of representatives includ- 
ing elected lawmakers who 
were prevented from taking 
their seats by the military 
takeover had argued that 
it should be representing 
Myanmar in court. 

The legal team was led by 
Ko Ko Hlaing, the minister 
for international coopera- 
tion. He replaced pro-de- 
mocracy icon Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who led the country’s 
legal team at earlier hearings 
in 2019. She is in prison after 
being convicted on what her 
supporters call trumped-up 
charges. 

The military launched 
what it called a clearance 
campaign in Rakhine state 
in 2017 after an attack by a 
Rohingya insurgent group. 
Over 700,000 Rohingya fled 
into neighboring Bangla- 
desh, and security forces 
were accused of mass rapes, 
killings and torching thou- 
sands of homes. 
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$1.7B student loan 


Pact covered only 
those in default to 
predatory lender 


By Stacy Cowley 
The New York Times 


After years of struggling to 
make payments that hardly 
put a dent in the loans she 
took out to attend a now 
defunct arts school, Victo- 
ria Linssen saw a glimmer 
of hope. A deal last month 
between 39 states and Navi- 
ent, a student lending giant 
accused of unfairly ensnar- 
ing borrowers like her, 
would wipe away $1.7 billion 
in private student loans. 

Then she read the fine 
print: People like her who 
made their payments on 
time were disqualified from 
the relief. 

Even though prose- 
cutors said Navient had 
made predatory loans to 
hundreds of thousands of 
borrowers it knew could not 
afford them, the settlement 
covered only about 66,000 
who were in default. Those 
who managed to make the 
payments on their decep- 
tive, high-interest debt — 
mostly to attend for-profit 
schools that left them with 
worthless degrees — would 
just have to keep paying. 

“T was stunned,” said Lins- 
sen, 57, who has sent Navient 
about $500 every month — 
sometimes skipping grocer- 
ies to doit — after graduating 
from Brooks Institute, a 
for-profit arts school in Cali- 
fornia that abruptly folded 
in 2016. 

She has struggled to put 
her degree to use and now 
works as a digital marketing 
director in Muncie, Indi- 
ana, where her paycheck 
stretches further. 

“It’s incredibly unfair,” she 
said. “If you were defrauded 
by your school, you were 
defrauded, and your loans 
should be released whether 
you’ve paid on them or not.” 

The settlement resolved 
nearly a decade of state 
investigations into the role 
Navient, the lender and loan 
servicer that haslongbeena 





Victoria Linssen, who pays $500 a month to Navient, at her home in Muncie, Indiana. KAITI SULLIVAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


linchpin of the educational 
lending market, played in 
a bleak cycle of vulnerable 
students, dubious for-profit 
schools and taxpayer money. 

State prosecutors said 
Navient, which did business 
as Sallie Mae until 2014, was 
willing to give private loans 
to borrowers it knew could 
not pay them back because 
they were a money-losing 
lure for a far more profit- 
able product: federal student 
loans. 

Starting in the early 
2000s, Navient and the 
schools it worked with used 
the private loans to fill gaps 
for students who relied on 
government-backed loans 
from Navient to pay the bulk 
of their tuition. 

Even if the private loans 
were not repaid, the feder- 
ally guaranteed loans were 
bulletproof revenue for 
Navient — and the more 
borrowers it attracted, the 
more money it made. 

One internal Navient 
email cited in court docu- 


ments described the private 
loans as a “baited hook” 
to reel in more govern- 
ment-backed loans. 

Navient began to wind 
down the tactic only after 
it and other lenders were 
engulfed in a series of scan- 
dals over their practices. 
The strategy largely ended 
after the federal government 
started lending directly to 
students in 2010. 

Both Navient and the 
states have called the settle- 
ment a win: Navient did not 
acknowledge wrongdoing 
and avoided lengthy court 
battles, while the prose- 
cutors trumpeted the $1.7 
billion in forgiven debt. 

But Navient never 
expected to be repaid much 
of that money. The true 
value of the debt it forgave, 
the company told its inves- 
tors, was just $50 million. 

And Navient did not have 
to compensate borrowers 
who stayed current on their 
payments. They will have to 
keep paying Navient, often 





Achild receives a Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in Hartford, Connecticut. Studies show 
two or three vaccine doses provide long-term protection. JOSEPH PREZIOSO/GETTY-AFP 2021 


Studies show 4th COVID-19 
dose not needed immediately 


By Apoorva Mandavilli 
The New York Times 


As people across the 
world grapple with the 
prospect of living with the 
coronavirus for the fore- 
seeable future, one ques- 
tion looms large: How 
soon before they need yet 
another shot? 

Not for many months, 
and perhaps not for years, 
according to a flurry of new 
studies. 

Three doses ofa COVID- 
19 vaccine — or even just 
two — are enough to protect 
most people from serious 
illness and death for a long 
time, the studies suggest. 

“We're starting to see 
now diminishing returns 
on the number of addi- 
tional doses,” said John 
Wherry, director of the 
Institute for immunology 
at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Although people 
who are over 65 or at high 
risk of illness may benefit 
from a fourth vaccine dose, 
it may be unnecessary for 
most people, he added. 

Federal health officials 
including Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the country’s leading 
infectious disease expert, 
have also said that they are 


unlikely to recommend a 
fourth dose before the fall. 

The omicron variant can 
dodge antibodies produced 
after two doses of a COVID- 
19 vaccine. But a third shot 
of the mRNA vaccines made 
by Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna prompts the body 
to make a wider variety of 
antibodies, which would be 
difficult for any variant of 
the virus to evade, accord- 
ing to the most recent study. 

The diverse repertoire 
of antibodies produced 
should be able to protect 
people from new vari- 
ants, even those that differ 
significantly from the origi- 
nal version of the virus, the 
study suggests. 

“If people are exposed 
to another variant like 
omicron, they now got some 
extra ammunition to fight 
it” said Dr. Julie McElrath, 
an infectious disease physi- 
cian and immunologist at 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center in Seattle. 

What’s more, other parts 
of the immune system can 
remember and destroy the 
virus over many months if 
not years, according to at 
least four studies published 
in top-tier journals over the 
past month. 


Specialized immune cells 
called T cells produced 
after immunization by 
four brands of COVID-19 
vaccine — Pfizer-BioN- 
Tech, Moderna, Johnson 
& Johnson and Novavax — 
are about 80% as powerful 
against omicron as other 
variants, the research 
found. Given how differ- 
ent omicron’s mutations 
are from previous variants, 
it is very likely that T cells 
would mount a similarly 
robust attack on any future 
variant as well, researchers 
said. 

This matches what 
scientists have found for 
the SARS coronavirus, 
which killed nearly 800 
people in a 2003 epidemic 
in Asia. In people exposed 
to that virus, T cells have 
lasted more than 17 years. 
Evidence so far indicates 
that the immune cells for 
the new coronavirus — 
sometimes called memory 
cells — may also decline 
very slowly, experts said. 

“Memory responses can 
last for ages,” said Wendy 
Burgers, an immunologist 
at the University of Cape 
Town who led one of the 
studies, published in the 
journal Nature. 





for a decade or more, for 
private loans that state offi- 
cials said should never have 
been made. 

“It feels like such a 
betrayal — we’re being 
penalized for paying our 
debts,” said Jacqueline 
Strouse Schible, 39, who 
attended the Art Institute of 
California’s campus in San 
Diego, where she lives. 

She pays Navient $600 
a month toward a $23,000 
balance for her own 
private loans and those she 
co-signed for her mother, 
who attended ITT Techni- 
cal Institute. Both schools 
collapsed after state and 
federal crackdowns. 

Schools like the Art Insti- 
tute chain and ITT Tech 
— big players in an indus- 
try with a history of subpar 
outcomes for students — 
were crucial to Navient’s 
strategy. 

A long-standing govern- 
ment policy, the so-called 
°%o rule, requires for-profit 
schools that receive federal 


student loans to get at least 
10% of their funding else- 
where. The intention is to 
force schools to prove they 
can attract other sources of 
support. 

By using its private loans 
to help schools cover that 
gap, Navient ensured a 
steady supply of borrowers 
for its government-backed 
loans. Their ability to repay 
the private loans was imma- 
terial. 

One especially risky set of 
loans had a default rate that 
peaked at 87%, according 
to Pennsylvania’s attorney 
general, but the number of 
loans Navient made to those 
borrowers swelled to 54,000 
in 2006 from 706 in 2000. 

Some of the schools even 
subsidized Navient’s losses. 

“If the borrower can 
create condensation on a 
mirror, they need to get a 
loan this year,” Thomas Fitz- 
patrick, Navient’s former 
CEO, said in a 2007 meeting, 
according to court filings. 

Although Navient made 


ig catch 


hundreds of thousands of 
private loans as part of its 
strategy, it is not clear how 
many borrowers are still 
repaying the lender. 

Some have paid off or 
refinanced their loans, and 
Navient declined to say how 
many loans it still holds from 
that period. 

The state officials who 
struck the deal stand by it. 

Rob Bonta, attorney 
general of California, said 
the settlement focused on 
borrowers who were “hurt 
the most by the bad prac- 
tices — they were the most 
distressed, the most in 
need.” 

The deal punishes “a 
bad actor that sent a lot of 
bad loans into the student 
universe,” said Bonta, whose 
state was one of five that led 
the settlement. 

Borrowers who are 
covered by the deal — gener- 
ally those who were overdue 
for at least seven consecu- 
tive months before June 20, 
2021 — were elated. Their 
remaining Navient private 
loans, averaging nearly 
$26,000, will be canceled. 

“I am going to sleep 
better,’ one borrower, 
Ashley Hardin, told The 
New York Times last month. 

But borrowers who were 
left out have few options. 

They can seek to have any 
federal loans eliminated 
through a program known 
as “borrower defense to 
repayment,” which can wipe 
out loans to students whose 
schools defrauded them. 
Some defunct schools cited 
in the states’ Navient settle- 
ment, including ITT and the 
Marinello Schools of Beauty, 
are already covered by the 
program. 

Education Department 
officials added a chain 
that is still in operation, 
DeVry University, to the 
list Wednesday, and more 
claims could be approved 
soon. 

But that system does not 
cover private loans. Borrow- 
ers who want those wiped 
out can pursue their own 
litigation against Navient, 
though their odds are slim. 


Blockades over, but Trudeau 
says emergency still exists 


By Rob Gillies 


Associated Press 


TORONTO — Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
said Monday emergency 
powers are still needed 
despite police ending 
border blockades and the 
occupation of the nation’s 
capital by truckers and 
others angry over Canada’s 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

“The situation is still frag- 
ile, the state of emergency 
is still there,” Trudeau said. 

Lawmakers in Parlia- 
ment were expected 
to vote Monday night 
whether to allow police to 
continue to use emergency 
powers. Opposition New 
Democratic Party leader 
Jagmeet Singh said his 
party will support it, ensur- 
ing Trudeau should have 
enough votes. 

Trudeau noted there 
are some truckers outside 
Ottawa that may be plan- 
ning further blockades and 
his public safety minister 
noted there was an effort 
to block a border crossing 
in British Columbia on the 
weekend. 

The emergencies act 
allows authorities to 
declare certain areas as 
no-go zones. It also allows 
police to freeze truckers’ 
personal and corporate 
bank accounts and compels 
tow truck companies to tow 
away vehicles. 

The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police said 
those who had their bank 
accounts frozen were 
“influencers in the ille- 
gal protest in Ottawa, and 
owners and/or drivers of 
vehicles who did not want 
to leave the area.” 

Finance Minister Chrys- 
tia Freeland said anyone 
affected has an easy way to 
have their accounts unfro- 
zen: “Stop beinga part of the 
blockade,” she said. 

Public Safety Minis- 
ter Marco Mendicino said 
allowing police to designate 
Ottawa’s downtown a no-go 
zone has been particularly 





Acamper is towed away by authorities clearing a trucker 
protest that was aimed at COVID-19 measures on Sunday 
in Ottawa, Ontario. COLE BURSTON/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


effective. About 100 police 
checkpoints remain. 

“We saw calm, peace and 
quiet,’ Mendicino said. 

Singh, the opposition 
New Democratic leader, 
said they know there 
are protesters waiting in 
the surrounding areas of 
Ottawa and in the capi- 
tal itself. “They need to be 
cleared out,’ Singh said. 

Singh also noted there 
have been convoys that have 
been intercepted. 

“This is an attack on 
our democracy. This is 
a group of folks who are 
very clearly connected to 
the extreme right wing,” 
Singh said. “The organizers 
clearly have a goal in mind 
to undermine democracy. 
That’s something we can’t 
allow to continue.” 

The trucker protests 
grew until it closed a hand- 
ful of Canada-U.S. border 
posts and shut down key 
parts of the capital city for 
more than three weeks. 

But all border blockades 
have now ended and the 
streets around the Cana- 
dian Parliament are quiet. 
Ottawa protesters who 
vowed never to give up are 
largely gone, chased away 
by police in riot gear. The 
relentless blare of truck- 
ers’ horns has gone silent. 


A large police presence 
remains in Ottawa and 
some areas are fenced off. 

The protests, first aimed 
at a COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate for cross-border 
truckers but also encom- 
passed fury over the range 
of COVID-19 restrictions 
and hatred of Trudeau, 
reflected the spread of 
disinformation in Canada 
and simmering populist and 
right-wing anger. 

The self-styled Free- 
dom Convoy shook Cana- 
da’s reputation for civility, 
inspired convoys in France, 
New Zealand and the Neth- 
erlands and interrupted 
trade, causing economic 
damage on both sides of the 
border. Hundreds of trucks 
eventually occupied the 
streets around Parliament, a 
display that was part protest 
and part carnival. 

For almost a week the 
busiest U.S.-Canada border 
crossing, the Ambassador 
Bridge between Windsor, 
Ontario and Detroit, was 
blocked. 

On Friday, authorities 
launched the largest police 
operation in Canadian 
history, arresting Ottawa 
protesters and increasing 
that pressure on Saturday 
until the streets in front of 
Parliament were clear. 


Hartford Courant | Section! | Tuesday, February 22,2022 7 





WORLD & NATION 





Abortion secondary in 


Issue recedes from 
spotlight in Texas 
despite divisive law 


By Paul J. Weber 


Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas — As the 
right to an abortion in the 
U.S. hangs in doubt, one thing 
seemed clear at the outset of 
2022: the issue would tower 
over America’s midterm 
elections. 

Butin Texas — ofall places 
— that hasn’t been the case 
going into the nation’s first 
primary. 

Airwaves are not swamped 
with campaign ads focused 
on abortion access. Candi- 
dates spend more time 
talking about COVID-19, 
immigration and the reliabil- 
ity of the power grid. Some 
rallies and events come and 
go without even a mention 
of Texas having the most 
restrictive abortion law in 
the country on the books for 
months now. 

“It’s almost like we’ve 
become numb,” said Demo- 
crat Ann Johnson, a state 
representative in Houston. 

With early voting already 
underway for the March 
1 primary, the absence of 
abortion at the forefront 
of Texas races amounts to 
an abrupt swing from last 
fall, when the law banning 
abortions after roughly six 
weeks of pregnancy took 
effect and made headlines 
across the country. Republi- 
can lawmakers in other states 
rushed to propose copycat 
measures, and in the White 
House, President Joe Biden 
slammed the law as unleash- 
ing “constitutional chaos.” 

The change has disap- 
pointed abortion rights 
supporters who suspect that 
months of court defeats has 
taken a toll on their side at a 
time when a full press is still 
needed. Others worry that 
some candidates, particu- 
larly Democrats, still don’t 
know how to effectively 
campaign on abortion even 
after the tumult of last fall. 
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Apperson prays ahead of amarch on Jan. 15 in Dallas hailing the Texas law banning abortion after six weeks. SHAFKAT ANOWAR/THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS 


“It’s a community issue, 
it’s a public health issue and 
I think to not talk about it is 
like super blind,” said Amy 
Hagstrom Miller, president 
of Whole Woman’s Health, 
which operates four clinics 
in Texas. 

It shows that both Demo- 
cratic and Republican candi- 
dates alike in Texas have 
concluded other issues are 
higher priorities for voters in 
the primary — the economy, 
schools and health care chief 
among them. 

Many believe the abortion 
issue will return to the spot- 
light in the general election 
campaign, when candidates 
are facing the opposing party 
rather than like-minded 
competitors from their 
own, and after the Supreme 
Court decides whether to 
weaken the landmark Roe 
v. Wade ruling that guaran- 
tees the right to an abortion. 
The court’s decision ona key 
abortion case is expected by 


June. 

But as the 2022 campaign 
begins, the Texas race has 
revealed cracks between 
the practical impact of the 
Texas law on abortion rights 
and the politics of the issue. 
Recent data confirmed that 
in the first month after the 
restrictions took effect, abor- 
tions in Texas fell by 60%. 

Outside San Antonio this 
month, a forum of candidates 
for a seat in the Texas House 
— where the law known as 
Senate Bill 8 overwhelm- 
ingly passed a year ago — 
drew a crowd of more than 
100 people in mostly rural 
Kendall County. 

None of the candidates on 
stage talked about it, and no 
one in the audience asked. 

“There was 45 minutes 
there that it could have come 
up, and it didn’t,’ said Laura 
Bray, who chairs the local 
Democratic Party. 

In her county, where 
President Donald Trump 


won 3-to-1 in 2020, Bray said 
Democrats purposefully 
avoid discussing abortion so 
they don’t turn off Republi- 
can voters they’re trying to 
win over. 

What campaigns in Texas 
have been most emphasizing 
aligns with national surveys: 
although Democratic voters 
increasingly support protect- 
ing reproductive rights, a 
range of issues from the 
economy to gun control still 
rank higher, according to a 
December poll from Associ- 
ated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research. 

Across the country, Demo- 
crats have promised to make 
abortion acornerstone ofthe 
midterm elections, saying the 
issue can energize their base 
at a time when their narrow 
majorities in Congress are 
at risk. The conventional 
wisdom is that abortion is 
more of a motivating issue 
for Republicans. But even 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s early 


campaign for a third term has 
also not heavily promoted 
his signing of the law, which 
appeared to go even too far 
for other GOP states where 
copycat measures have 
stalled. 

“Abortion has never been 
one of the top issues for most 
voters,” GOP pollster Whit 
Ayres said. “It’s always over- 
whelmed by, in this day and 
age, the pandemic and the 
economy.” 

Polling shows relatively 
few Americans want to see 
Roe overturned. The Texas 
law in particular, Ayres says, 
is “very problematic” over 
leaving enforcement solely 
up to lawsuits filed by private 
citizens who can collect 
$10,000 or more — what crit- 
ics have slammed as abounty. 

“I can’t imagine many 
Republicans lining up behind 
that,” he said. 

To be sure, the issue has 
not been an afterthought in 
all Texas races. One of the 


biggest surrounds Demo- 
crat U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar, 
one of the most conservative 
members of his party, who 
has voted to oppose abortion 
access. He is again ina fight 
against progressive chal- 
lenger Jessica Cisneros. 

NARAL, one of the larg- 
est abortion rights groups, 
has deployed staff into the 
district in hopes of deliver- 
ing what would be a major 
victory for advocates to start 
the 2022 election cycle. 

But Cisneros, an immi- 
gration attorney who puts 
health care and raising the 
minimum wage as two of 
her biggest issues, said she 
doesn’t know whether her 
position on abortion rights 
can swing the race. 

“We're not a single-issue 
campaign,” she said during 
a break between knocking 
on doors in the South Texas 
district that stretches more 
than 150 miles from San 
Antonio to the border. 
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Join us for a free virtual class 


Are sleep troubles 
impacting your heart? 


Join our interactive class right from the 
comfort of your phone, computer or tablet 
and learn more about: 


m How sleep may impact your risk for 
heart disease 


m Tips for improving sleep quality 
m When to seek a sleep evaluation 
m Plus, LIVE Q&A with the expert 


Tues., Mar. 1 | 7-8pm 


LN 





PRESENTER: 


Brad Biskup, PA-C 


Lifestyle medicine 


REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 
Call 1.855.HHC.HERE (1.855.442.4373) or go to 
HartfordHealthCare.org/VirtualClasses 


After you register, you'll receive an email with 
easy instructions on joining the virtual class. 


Hartford & 
HealthCare 


Heart & Vascular Institute 
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Fed keeping an eye on 
climbing wages, prices 


Central bank poised to raise interest rates next month amid rising inflation 


By Jeanna Smialek 
The New York Times 


Amazon, Bank of America and Chipo- 
tle are among a spate of companies raising 
wages this year as they compete for work- 
ers ina labor market with more open posi- 
tions than unemployed job seekers. 

But that positive development for work- 
ers could morph into a challenge for the 
Federal Reserve if climbing wages help to 
keep inflation high, prompting employees 
to ask for even more money and generating 
an upward spiral. 

So far, many economists think such a 
situation can be kept at bay. But the Fed is 
closely monitoring inflation and pay data to 
assess the risk, because the consequences if 
wages and prices begin to drive each other 
steadily higher could be serious, requiring 
aresponse from the central bank that could 
be economically painful. 

The Fed is already poised to raise inter- 
est rates in March in an attempt to begin 
cooling off the economy as inflation runs at 
its fastest pace in 40 years. But if it needed 


to restrain a self-perpetuating burst in 
wages and prices, officials might decide to 
adjust policy more drastically. Higher inter- 
est rates could abruptly hit the brakes on 
lending and spending, potentially sending 
the United States into recession and foiling 
central bankers’ hopes of guiding growth 
gently toward amore sustainable path. 

“T think we’re much more likely to have 
something messier than a magical soft land- 
ing,” said Olivier Blanchard, an economist 
at the Peterson Institute for International 
Economics. “The wage evolutions are going 
to be the thing to look at.” 

Earnings calls are replete with CEOs 
explaining that they are increasing pay to 
attract and retain talent. Unions have won 
pay bargaining fights. And the White House 
regularly celebrates signs that power in the 
workforce seems to have shifted toward 
employees and away from employers. 

For the most part, that is good news for 
labor. But economists have increasingly 
warned that the confluence of economic 
trends shaping up now — high inflation, a 
sense among consumers that prices might 


stay high for a while and a strong labor 
market that has handed workers bargain- 
ing power — could set the stage for a situa- 
tion in which wage growth and prices feed 
off each other. 

That would be a big shift. America has 
not experienced a wage-price spiral since 
the 1970s and early 1980s, when rapid infla- 
tion and skyrocketing wages seemed to 
perpetuate each other. The Fed lifted inter- 
est rates to double digits and caused a pain- 
ful recession to bring prices under control. 
Both wage growth and inflation have been 
slow in the decades since — until now. 

But even if wages and prices are both 
rising now, it is not clear that they are 
egging each other on yet, which is a crucial 
distinction. In fact, labor market experts 
point out reasons to doubt that a wage-price 
spiral will happen today. 

Chief among them: Productivity growth 
looks strong. If each individual worker can 
churn out more goods and services, compa- 
nies should be able to pay more without 
hurting their profit margins and leading 
them to pass along the higher costs. 








Kerri Raissian has been trying for a month to have her father’s death certificate changed. LAUREN LANCASTER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Red tape snarls pandemic ai 


US will repay up to $9,000 for 
COVID-19 death expenses, but 
getting the money is not easy 


By Tara Siegel Bernard 
The New York Times 


Maybe it was because Kerri Raissian’s 
father had spent time in two hospitals anda 
nursing facility during the last 12 days of his 
life. Or maybe it was because he had been 
in the emergency room for only a few hours 
before he died. Either way, COVID-19 was 
not listed on his death certificate. 

Raissian has spent the past month trying 
to change that. 

At stake are thousands of dollars from 
a program run by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency meant to ease the 
financial burden on grieving families 
that lost loved ones to the pandemic. The 
government will reimburse up to $9,000 in 
funeral expenses for people who die from 
the coronavirus — as longas there is proper 
documentation. 

“IT understand the need for FEMA to 
guard against fraud, which is what this 
death certificate criteria is meant to do,” 
said Raissian, an associate professor at the 


University of Connecticut, who has spent 
hours on the phone trying to retrieve her 
father’s medical files and speak to the 
doctor who certified his death. 

But the strict requirements and the chaos 
surrounding so many deaths pose a prob- 
lem, she said: “This policy all but guaran- 
tees many people who are entitled to these 
benefits will not get them.” 

More than 900,000 COVID-19-related 
deaths have been reported in the United 
States, but fewer than half have been the 
subject ofa claim, according to FEMA data. 
Roughly 273,000 applicants had been paid, 
for a total of $1.78 billion, as of this month. 

There is no deadline to apply, so eligible 
families can still claim the assistance. But 
that can mean navigating requirements for 
documents that can be hard to obtain. 

It has not been easy for Raissian, who 
is trying to recoup some of the $13,000 it 
took to bury her father, Max McGaughey, 
who died just after Christmas, less than two 
weeks after he was admitted to a hospital in 
Columbus, Texas, with COVID-19. He was 
discharged to a skilled nursing facility but 
was rushed to a hospital in Katy when his 
oxygen levels crashed. McGaughey, 86, died 
ofa heart attack a few hours later. 

But COVID-19 was not listed on 


McGaughey’s death certificate, an over- 
sight that his daughter has been trying to 
correct by getting the appropriate docu- 
mentation from his doctors at the first 
hospital and the nursing facility so she can 
send it to the hospital where he died. Then 
the certificate can be updated through the 
Texas Department of State Health Services. 

Applicants can smooth the process by 
having all the required paperwork ready 
when they apply, which begins with a 
phone callto FEMA. To file an application, 
a person must be, according to FEMA. gov, 
“a U.S. citizen, noncitizen national or qual- 
ified alien.” The deceased person does not 
need to meet those requirements but must 
have died in the U.S. or one ofits territories. 

To qualify, the expenses must have been 
incurred after Jan. 20, 2020. All expenses 
for a deceased individual should be 
included on the same application, FEMA 
said. If multiple people paid expenses, one 
should file the application but include the 
expense documentation for everyone who 
contributed. Reimbursements are capped 
at $35,500 if you lost multiple loved ones. 

Death certificates issued after May 16, 
2020, must list COVID-19 asa direct or indi- 
rect cause. For coronavirus deaths before 
that, there is more flexibility. 


Zuckerberg 
gives Meta 
workforce 
new name 


By Mike Isaac and Sheera Frenkel 
The New York Times 


Google’s employees are called Googlers. 
Amazon’s workers are known as Amazoni- 
ans. Yahoo’s employees were Yahoos. 

So it was a conundrum for employees at 
Facebook, long known as Facebookers, when 
the company renamed itself Meta late last 
year. 

The terminology is now no longer in ques- 
tion. 

At ameeting last week, Mark Zuckerberg, 
Facebook’s founder and Meta’s chief execu- 
tive, announced anew name for his compa- 
ny’s employees: Metamates. 

Zuckerberg introduced the term as part 
of an overhaul of Meta’s corporate values, 
which he said needed updating because of 
the company’s new direction. In October, 
he took many by surprise by shifting Face- 
book toward the so-called metaverse, in 
which different computing platforms are 
connected to one another across the inter- 
net. 

The move de-emphasized the compa- 
ny’s social networking apps, like Facebook, 
Instagram and WhatsApp, which have been 
under scrutiny for privacy and data chal- 
lenges, hateful content and misinformation. 

So past Facebook values like “Be bold” 
and “Focus on impact”? They are gone. In 
their place are “Live in the future,” “Build 
awesome things,” “Focus on long-term 
impact” and “Meta, Metamates, me,” Zuck- 
erberg said last week. 

The Metamates moniker was coined by 
Douglas Hofstadter, a professor of cognitive 
science at Indiana University and author of 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning book “Gédel, 
Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid” 

In atweet, Andrew Bosworth, Meta’s chief 
technology officer, said an employee had 
emailed Hofstadter for ideas for the compa- 
ny’s rebrand. 





BUSINESS BRIEFING 
China sanctions 
2 US contractors 


TAIPEI, Taiwan — China said Monday it 
will impose new sanctions on U.S. defense 
contractors Raytheon Technologies and 
Lockheed Martin due to their arms sales 
to Taiwan, stepping up a feud with Wash- 
ington over security and Beijing’s strategic 
ambitions. 

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin announced the move, saying it was 
in response to a $100 million deal approved 
by the U.S. for maintenance of Taiwan’s 
missile defense systems by the companies. 

Taiwan is a democratically self-governed 
island that communist-ruled China claims 
as its own territory. The two sides split amid 
civil war in 1949, 

The U.S. has no formal relations with 
Taiwan but is its main ally. 





Poland hits wind 
energy record 


WARSAW, Poland — Deadly high winds 
that struck Northern Europe last week 
generated a record level of wind energy for 
Poland, covering some 30% of the demand in 
acountry where most ofits electricity comes 
from coal, officials said Monday. 

On Wednesday evening when gale-force 
winds hit, “We registered a record level of 
power generation from wind farms of some 
6,700 megawatts,” Maciej Wapinski of the 
Polish Power System said. 

Janusz Gajowiecki, head of the Polish 
Wind Energy Association, says on average, 
wind farms supply some 10% of Poland’s 
annual energy demand. 

Renewable power accounts for 25% of 
Poland’s energy mix and is rising, especially 
in the wind and solar energy sectors. 





Fidelity: 401(k) balances set records last year 


By Alex Veiga 
Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Wall Street’s block- 
buster gains in 2021 helped pad savers’ 
retirement accounts, lifting the average 
balance on some popular investment plans 
to new highs. 

The average 401(k) plan balance stood 
at $130,700 at the end of last year, up 7.6% 
from 2020, Fidelity Investments said. The 
median balance, a better measure of the 
typical plan size, rose 2.1%, to $28,600. 
The figures are based on a review of 20.4 
million Fidelity accounts. About 60 million 
Americans actively participated in 401(k) 
plans at the end of the third quarter last 
year, according to the Investment Company 


Institute, an association representing 
investment funds. 

The average balance for individual retire- 
ment accounts on Fidelity’s platform also 
climbed to a record $135,600 as of the 
fourth quarter of 2021, up 5.9% froma year 
earlier. 

Retirement plan gains came as cheap 
money thanks to historically low inter- 
est rates combined with strong consumer 
demand and corporate earnings growth to 
keep investors in a buying mood. 

The S&P 500 scored its third-best perfor- 
mance in the last decade in 2021, rising 
26.9%, for a total return of 28.7%, includ- 
ing dividends. 

Why the big gap in gains between the 
S&P 500 and the average 401(k) or IRA? 


Because those plans typically hold a variety 
of asset classes, including foreign stocks, 
bonds and cash, for example, while the S&P 
500 is comprised only of U.S.-based stocks. 

Investors who had been pumping money 
into their Fidelity 4010) plans for at least 10 
years averaged a balance of $413,600 at the 
end of the fourth quarter, the company said. 

Savers helped drive their returns last 
year by setting aside more of their pay for 
retirement plans. Employee contributions 
to 401(k) plans averaged 9.4% by the end 
of 2021, up from an average of 9.1% a year 
earlier, Fidelity said. 

The IRS has raised the annual contribu- 
tion limit to $20,500, with workers 50 or 
older eligible to contribute an additional 
$6,500 as a “catch-up” contribution. 








Jobless claims 


Initial unemployment claims, seasonally 

adjusted, in millions per week 
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Office lobbies 





get security makeover 
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programmable elevators and 
other technological tools, All 
who entered were required 
to have identification, and 
guards recorded who came 
and went. 

Now, as pandemic restric- 
tions ease and workers begin 
to trickle back into the office, 
the lobby is changing again, 
this time with an emphasis 
on health and safety. But the 
changes are subtle, and they 
are primarily meant to ease 
the flow at the turnstile. 

Most notably, mobile 
applications tied to build- 
ing security or operating 
systems are replacing plastic 
ID badges for workers and 
the check-in process for visi- 
tors. The goal is to digitally 
connect anyone entering 
the building while mini- 
mizing direct contact. Body 
scanners and air sensors are 
expected to become more 
prominent in the future. 

Unlike the extra security 
measures of the post-9/11 
world, which were plain to 
see, the latest changes will 
go largely unnoticed, said 
Jurgen Timperman, pres- 
ident of fire and security at 
Carrier Global, a provider of 
building operating systems 
based in Palm Beach 
Gardens, Florida. 

“With these applications, 
we have all the information 
we need about someone 
before they get to the build- 
ing,” he said. “So the days 
where somebody sits behind 
a desk with a big book and 
pen are all but over.” 

Building apps allow users 
to upload identification and 
other credentials, like their 
vaccine status, and offer the 
flexibility to add functions 






























































The lobby of 25 Kent office building in the Brooklyn borough of New York. The building uses contactless entry. As workers return 
on-site, the days of someone sitting behind a desk to have visitors sign in are winding down. GABBY JONES/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


like health questionnaires 
that prescreen employees or 
visitors before their arrival. 
The apps can also track 
users throughout a building, 
which can help companies 
use space more efficiently or 
close areas to reduce occu- 
paticy. 

Vendors are tight-lipped 
when it comes to how much 
building systems cost, as 
are the landlords who have 
installed them. One prob- 
lem, they say, is that price 
varies with a building’s size 
and layout and the number 
of people, sensors and func- 
tions on the system. 

The behind-the-scenes 
overhaul of security systems 
is catching on in office build- 
ings and even at universi- 
ties. Students and faculty 
at the Rochester Institute 
of Technology in western 
New York, for example, use 
a system from Carrier for 
mobile entry to buildings 
on campus. 

The New York developer 
Silverstein Properties has 
introduced a contactless 
entry system for tenants 
at 7 World Trade Center 


in lower Manhattan that 
allows employees to use 
badges stored in Apple 
Wallet to gain access to 
office and amenity spaces. 
And at Deutsche Bank’s 
new offices in the former 
Time Warner Center in 
midtown Manhattan, vacci- 
nation status is loaded onto 
employee badges for entry 
through its turnstiles, a 
spokesman said. 

In addition to the apps, 
permanent but discreet 
temperature and body 
scanners and air sensors in 
lobbies and elsewhere could 
become more common- 
place, especially if other 
airborne viruses or more 
variants emerge. 

The technology contin- 
ues a movement to auto- 
mate manual processes 
across industries. But in 
commercial real estate, it is 
also part of a trend to create 
amore hospitable and invit- 
ing atmosphere by borrow- 
ing ideas from hotel lobbies, 
said Lenny Beaudoin, who 
oversees workplace, design 
and occupancy for CBRE, 
a commercial real estate 





NY eyes pot business equity 
fund, but specifics are lacking 


By Jennifer Peltz 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — In an 
ambitious move to make 
its new marijuana indus- 
try equitable, New York is 
proposing a $200 million 
fund to help entrepreneurs 
of color and some other 
groups get into the busi- 
ness. But officials haven’t 
yet nailed down some 
components that experts 
say are crucial to making the 
investment effective. 

Gov. Kathy Hochul’s 
proposal, unveiled last 
month, would be among 
the largest sums any state 
has committed to try to 
ensure diversity and social 
equity in the fast-growing 
legal pot business. The plan 
also is somewhat unusual 
for relying on money from 
private sources. 

In one recent policy 
document, the Democratic 
governor’s administration 
vowed to create “the most 
diverse and inclusive” mari- 
juana industry in the nation. 

“New York will lead 
where many other states 
have fallen short,” it said. 

Regulators and lawmak- 
ers are discussing the plan 
as New York looks ahead to 
licensing recreational mari- 
juana businesses in roughly 
the next year. The state 
legalized adult recreational 
use of the drug last March. 

Would-be equity appli- 
cants hope so. But they’re 
anxious for answers about 
who would provide private 
dollars and whether the 
money would help cover the 
costs of seeking a license, 
not just start-up expenses 
for people who can afford 
to secure one. 

“Two hundred million 
dollars sounds great,” says 
Amber Littlejohn, the 
executive director of the 
Minority Cannabis Busi- 
ness Association, but “it’s 
really not so much the 
amount as it is the timing 
of the funding and services. 
And if that comes after the 
point of application, its abil- 





People are helped at a marijuana dispensary in Mundelein, 
Illinois. New York is looking to make its new marijuana 
industry equitable. MARK WELSH/DAILY HERALD 2020 


ity to be impactful is really 
limited.” 

New York’s equity 
program could give both 
grants and loans to eligible 
businesses, which would 
include those owned by 
women or minorities, strug- 
gling farmers, disabled 
veterans and people from 
communities that endured 
heavy pot policing. 

Lawmakers and the 
governor’s office are nego- 
tiating about the proposed 
fund. Specifics are still in 
the works, said Chris Alex- 
ander, the executive direc- 
tor of the state Office of 
Cannabis Management. 

“We want to make sure 
that these equity busi- 
nesses have a chance to 
start the industry here, and 
we're very cognizant of the 
fact that they need these 
resources as early as possi- 
ble,” he said. 

He said the agency 
aims to limit application 
costs and documentation 
requirements as a way to 
make licensure accessible. 

Charlotte Hanna 
remembers what it took 
to open her company’s 
Massachusetts dispensary, 
called Rebelle — consul- 


tants, lawyers, engineers, 
and tens of thousands of 
dollars in a down payment 
on a building. She covered 
the costs with money she’d 
made flipping houses, but 
she applauds New York’s 
fund as an “incredible” 
resource. 

“It’s just a creative way 
that the state is looking at 
to help finance people that 
have had ahard time getting 
into the market,” says 
Hanna, CEO of Rebelle’s 
woman-and-minority- 
owned parent company, 
Community Growth Part- 
ners. It’s aiming to expand 
to Illinois, New Jersey and 
her home state of New York. 

Recreational use of mari- 
juana is now legal in a third 
of U.S. states and medi- 
cal marijuana in nearly 
three-quarters. 

Diversifying the mari- 
juana business and improv- 
ing opportunities for people 
who bore the brunt of the 
decadeslong U.S. war on 
drugs has become a prior- 
ity in some states as pot 
legalization created a new 
multibillion-dollar indus- 
try of predominantly white 
proprietors, executives and 
investors. 


brokerage firm. CBRE also 
created Host, an app for 
tenants and landlords, and 
other digital building oper- 
ating solutions. 

“What owners are provid- 
ing in lobbies is largely a 
response to what tenants 
want, and ultimately that’s 
a more connected experi- 
ence,” said Sandeep Davé, 
the chief digital and tech- 
nology officer at CBRE. 
“The focus now is on the 
convergence of functions 
on a smartphone that will 
provide a contactless expe- 
rience and encourage people 
to return to work, and to 
return safely.” 

The pandemic has accel- 
erated interest in contactless 
solutions, said James Scott, 
the lead researcher at the 
Real Estate Innovation Lab 
at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology. 

“In light of COVID, the 
acceptance of new technol- 
ogy and its implementation 
became extremely import- 
ant,” he said. “The adop- 
tion rate has accelerated by 
anywhere from three to five 
years.” 


In a 2021 global survey, 
nearly two-thirds of 250 
respondents said they had 
either adopted mobile 
credentialing to control 
building access or planned 
to over the next two years, 
according to IFSEC Global, 
an international security 
and fire safety news and 
conference organization in 
London. 

Despite the urgency 
created by the pandemic, 
some landlords and prop- 
erty managers are still mull- 
ing how to best strengthen 
their lobby safety and secu- 
rity, and by how much. 

Complicating matters is 
the lack of a unified system. 
The sector for building soft- 
ware solutions remains 
fragmented, with several 
property technology 
companies competing. And 
the abilities are still being 
explored. For instance, apps 
have been developed to 
automatically call an eleva- 
tor when a person enters 
a building, but technology 
providers have yet to roll 
out the feature in a signifi- 
cant way, Scott said. 


of the building management 
system,” Scott said. 

Expense is also a consid- 
eration, particularly in older 
buildings that lack a robust 
technology foundation, said 
W.A. Watts IV, president of 
the Institute of Real Estate 
Management, an interna- 
tional organization for prop- 
erty and asset managers. 

For example, a project 
to retrofit an 18-year-old, 
25,000-square-foot building 
in Birmingham, Alabama, 
costs around $5 a square 
foot just to install base infra- 
structure, said Watts, who 
goes by Chip. He and other 
industry observers ques- 
tion whether low-density 
suburban offices in smaller 
markets even need to install 
such intensive security and 
safety measures. 

But technological innova- 
tion is on its way, said Dawn 
Carpenter, the founder of 
Dawning Real Estate and a 
broker who manages about 
5 million square feet of 
commercial real estate in 
New York. 

In her 200,000-square- 
foot office building on the 
borough of Staten Island, 
security guards at the lobby 
desk still call tenants when 
visitors arrive, Carpen- 
ter said. The guests then 
wait until someone takes 
the elevator down to fetch 
them. Since omicron hit, 
however, no visitors have 
been allowed. 

“Adding a building oper- 
ating system is a big capital 
expenditure, and owners 
have to buy into it,’ she said. 
“There’s not one in this 
building yet, but it will be 
coming.” 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Saluting our Courant 
carrier of 35 years 


Our paper carrier is retiring after 35 
years with The Hartford Courant. Some- 
times if I was awake at 3 a.m. I’d hear the 
paper hit my doorstep. Always double 
wrapped, rain or snow. We in the neighbor- 
hood will miss her as we are mostly seniors 
and we know our paper will be at the end of 
our driveways. Good luck, PC, enjoy your 
retirement and those grandchildren. 

Lu Tyler, Newington 


Adults setting horrible 
examples for our kids 


I just don’t get it. We have adults 
complaining about juvenile crimes such 
as car thefts and break-ins. But we have 
adults throwing punches at a school board 
meeting, shouting obscenities at politicians 
when they show up for an event, and using 
racial slurs toward high school basketball 
players. What type of example is this being 
demonstrated by responsible adults? 

Tom M. Bayley, Glastonbury 


Kevin Sullivan 
doesn't seem to care 


Unfortunately, the op-ed by Kevin Sulli- 
van on Feb. 14 lacked one essential compo- 
nent: the truth [Opinion, Feb. 14, “We are 
better off after Biden’s first year”]. Anyone 
who believes that we are better off under 
President Joe Biden either does not under- 
stand the damage he has done to this coun- 
try or does not care. Obviously, Mr. Sullivan 
does not care. 

Sandy Carboni, Willimantic 


Sullivan’s op-ed 
purely partisan 


Iread the op-ed by Kevin Sullivan about 
us being better off after President Joe 
Biden’s first year [Opinion, Feb. 14, “We are 
better off after Biden’s first year”]. I have 
read many partisan op-eds in the past, but 
this one takes the gold medal for stretching 
credulity. Mr. Sullivan says we have a leader 
who leads. Biden’s exit from Afghanistan 
was an unmitigated deadly disaster, went 
against military recommendations on exit 
strategy ending in death to 13 Americans. 
Mr. Sullivan blames Donald Trump for not 
slowing inflation. Under Trump, infla- 
tion was lower than the target rate of 2%. 
Now it is over 7%. Mr. Sullivan omits that 
Larry Summers, top economic adviser to 
President Barack Obama, warned stimulus 
trillions will overheat the economy, cause 
inflation, and it is now happening. 

Mr. Sullivan doesn’t say a word about the 
massive crisis at our southern border with 
migrants crossing in record numbers unfet- 
tered. Mr. Sullivan is doing the same thing 
he accused the Republican opinion writer 
of, and that is being a blind partisan. 

Henry J. Krupa Jr., Meriden 


Big Brother would 
not be pleased 


An op-ed about how Orwell’s “1984” 
remains relevant made the point that “if 
thought corrupts language, language can 
also corrupt thought” [Opinion, Feb. 10, 
“Where Orwell’s ‘1984’s comes to life”]. 
Besides Republicans using “stop the steal” 
to delegitimize a valid election, the Repub- 
lican National Committee has added insult 
to injury by declaring the violent mob 
behavior at the Capitol on Jan. 6 to be noth- 
ing more than “ordinary citizens engaged 
in legitimate political discourse.” 

This is the kind of “doublethink” 

Orwell was warning us about. The RNC 
purposely chose language to create a 

false and misleading depiction of events. 
It completely overlooked the extremism 
and violence that occurred, as well as the 
forceful attempt to prevent the peaceful 
transfer of power, a defining hallmark of 
our democracy. Most Americans would 
not consider this to be “legitimate political 
discourse.” 

The censure of Reps. Liz Cheney and 
Adam Kinzinger makes clear that those 
who won’t submit to this rewriting of 
events, and instead choose to seek the truth 
about what happened, will not have a place 
in the Republican party. Big Brother would 
approve. 

Bruce Deegan, North Branford 


As Orwell wrote, 
we can’t tell what is true 


The piece about Orwell’s “1984” is 

particularly relevant today [Opinion, 

Feb. 10, “Where Orwell’s ‘1984’s comes 

to life”]. I would like to give more atten- 
tion to Orwell’s description of mind 
control through “doublethink,” the abil- 
ity to hold two contradictory beliefs at 

the same time and to have the fluidity of 
mind to accept one or the other as truth 

as the Party dictates. Big Brother’s regime 
pushed the citizens to possess the ability 
to believe that black is white, and to know 
that black is white, and to forget that one 
has ever believed the contrary. These were 
doublethink slogans of the Party in “1984”: 
War is peace; freedom is slavery; ignorance 
is strength. 

These are the doublethink messages 
of the Republican party in 2022: Biden 
won, Trump won; insurrection, legitimate 
political discourse; vaccines are affective, 
vaccines are dangerous. 

Can a democracy survive without 
general agreement on what is true and not 
true? 

Peter Solomon, West Hartford 
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disease unit at Helen Keller Hospital, in Sheffield, Alabama., in January. DAN BUSEY/AP 


From where are our new 
nurses going to come? 


By Karen Daley 


naworld overrun by health crises, the COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked 
havoc on health care workers. But long shifts, tragic patient deaths, equip- 
ment shortages, depression, mental and emotional exhaustion predated 
COVID-19 and has only been magnified the past two years and has exacer- 
bated the ongoing shortage of nurses in the workforce. We must educate 
more nurses. A major challenge, however, is a shortage of clinical placements for 
future nurses, and we need to make some changes so these aspiring nurses can 


quickly fill these open positions. 


Nurses are resilient and keep find- 
ing ways to meet patient and family 
needs, but they’re also exhausted, 
overworked, retiring or leaving the 
industry. By 2025, nursing will be 
further challenged by 76 million aging 
baby boomers, many with multiple 
chronic conditions. With the major- 
ity of seasoned nurses in Connecticut 
over 50 and more than 500,000 RNs 
likely retiring nationally this year, the 
US. Bureau of Labor Statistics proj- 
ects the need for 1.1 million new RNs 
to avoid a significant nursing short- 
age. So where are our new nurses 
going to come from? 

Here at Sacred Heart University, 
interest and enrollment in nursing is 
up in both undergraduate and gradu- 
ate nursing programs. The pandemic 
has not dampened the passion we see 
in students looking for a meaningful 
career as clinicians, educators and 
researchers. Our nurses are highly 
sought after, and most immediately 
find jobs after graduation. But the 
shortage of clinical placements means 
there are far more qualified applicants 





than we can accept. 

A significant barrier to finding 
adequate onsite clinical placements is 
that hospital staff are stretched thin, 
and while administrators are happy 
to put our students to work, they can’t 
always provide access to the interper- 
sonal coaching and hands-on teach- 
ing needed, despite their best efforts. 

We have a state-of-the art simu- 
lation center for nursing education 
where students can integrate the 
knowledge and skills of a profes- 
sional nurse in a safe environment. 
However, students need supervised 
clinical situations to learn, synthe- 
size and advance their knowledge 
and skills as caring nursing profes- 
sionals, and simulation may account 
for no more than 50% of the clinical 
learning needed to be eligible for RN 
licensure. 

Another barrier in Connecticut is 
the inability to place our prelicen- 
sure students (BSN and nurse prac- 
titioner students) in clinical agencies 
in New York. New York has ceased to 
authorize new or expanded clinical 


placements for nursing students in 
out-of-state colleges and universities. 
Meanwhile, nursing students from 
institutions in New York are snapping 
up available placements in Connecti- 
cut. 

All other adjacent and nearby states 
— including New Jersey, Rhode Island 
and New Hampshire, for example — 
as well as many farther away, offer 
reciprocity. Deans and directors of 
the state’s nursing programs, the 
Connecticut Nursing Association, the 
Connecticut Hospital Association, 
the Connecticut League of Nursing 
and the Connecticut Department of 
Health, must continue to demand 
access to placement in New York. 
Alternately, health care facilities 
that are allowing New York students 
to be placed in Connecticut should 
consider the consequences of train- 
ing nursing students who will not 
contribute to the growth and stabili- 
zation of our nursing workforce. 

Sacred Heart University has the 
largest BSN program in Connecti- 
cut. Acting as a catalyst and driver 
for world-class nursing education in 
the Northeast, we commit to collab- 
orating with our state regulators, 
legislators and health care systems to 
minimize barriers. Collectively, our 
goal should be to expand our robust 
and sustainable nursing pipeline at 
all levels, from all of our neighboring 
states, to rebuild and fortify our nurs- 
ing workforce in Connecticut. 


Karen Daley is dean of the College of 
Nursing at Sacred Heart University in 
Fairfield. 








We need to address disparity of student loan 
debt that is hampering Black college graduates 


By Rebecca L. Watts 


Despite the United States Depart- 
ment of Education’s recent action to 
extend the pause on Federal student loan 
payments through May 1, student debt 
still looms as a national crisis impacting 
more than 43 million Americans who 
owe acombined $1.75 trillion in federal 
and private student costs. 

However, the student debt crisis is not 
hitting American families equally. Black 
student loan borrowers owe an average 
of $25,000 more in student loan debt 
than white college graduates four years 
after graduation, according to data from 
The Brookings Institution, which further 
reports that on average, Black college 
graduates owe $52,726 in student debt. 

Education that improves career path- 
ways and leads to thriving-wage jobs 
is one obvious solution to this income 
disparity. But before earning a degree, 
many Black students begin college with 
disadvantages that limits opportunity for 
advancement compared to their class- 
mates. Financial literacy site WalletHub 
ranked Connecticut 48th for racial 
equity in public education. This uneven 
start in life can affect a person’s access 
to higher education, as well as their life- 
time career trajectory and income. The 
latest findings of the American Coun- 
cil on Education shows that nearly 60% 
of all Black undergraduates come from 
low income backgrounds — a greater 
percentage than any other racial or 
ethnic group. 

These imbalances continue after grad- 
uation. While education is a powerful 
tool that can help alleviate the racial 
wealth gap, the Brookings Institution 
notes that Black student debt reinforces 


existing gaps and the ratio of white 
family wealth to Black family wealth 

is higher today than at the start of the 
century. Today, the average white college 
graduate has over seven times more 
wealth than a Black college graduate and 
awhite family has roughly 10 times the 
amount of wealth as the average Black 
family. 

In Connecticut, college graduates 
from low income backgrounds also 
faced an average debt load of more 
than $38,000 in 2019, the third-highest 
nationwide, according to the Institute for 
College Access and Success. WalletHub 
compared the 50 states and the District 
of Columbia across a number of metrics 
in 2021 and ranked Connecticut among 
the top 20 in the nation for the propor- 
tion of students with debt. 

The rate of student loan holders in 
Connecticut with debt in collections in 
communities of color is 14%, according 
to the Urban Institute. That’s more than 
double the default rate (6%) found in 
predominantly white neighborhoods. 

There could be some relief on the hori- 
zon, as Connecticut Attorney General 
William Tong last year joined a multistate 
coalition calling for student loan forgive- 
ness, and thousands of Connecticut 
student loan borrowers will receive cash 
for private loan debt relief or restitution 
from Navient thanks to Tong’s work. 

Rep. Joe Courtney has introduced a 
bill to allow student borrowers to refi- 
nance their loans at 0% interest, while 
the Higher Education and Employment 
Advancement Committee of the General 
Assembly also recently introduced 2022 
SB17 ”to prohibit a higher education 
institution from withholding a student’s 
transcript for failure to pay a debt owed 


to the institution,” a practice that last 
month New York’s governor rightly 
admonished as a barrier to opportunity. 

But to truly address this issue at its 
root, education is due for a re-imagin- 
ing — one that reduces debt for learners 
from day one. 

Competency-based education, measur- 
ing skills and subject knowledge rather 
than time spent in aclassroom, is one 
relatively new approach that has proved 
successful at lowering Black student 
loans. In 2020, the average debt of a 
Black student graduating with a bache- 
lor’s degree from the nonprofit Western 
Governors University — which pioneered 
the model in 1997 and solely offers accred- 
ited, competency-based programs — was 
$14,988, compared to a reported $52,726 
in 2016 by the Brookings Institution. 

Innovative learning models are 
complementary to the traditional — and 
excellent — higher education options 
in Connecticut. If we want to expand 
college accessibility and achieve more 
equitable post-graduation outcomes 
for Black and other historically under- 
represented students, higher education 
providers, policy makers, and students 
must recognize the benefits of models 
that value skills-based mastery while 
addressing affordability. 

We owe it to residents of the Consti- 
tution State to advance new ways of 
delivering quality education without the 
inequitable financial burden. 


Rebecca L. Watts serves as a regional vice 
president for Western Governors Uni- 
versity, a nonprofit, accredited university 
focused on competency-based learning 
with 800 students and 1,600 alumni in 
Connecticut. 
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To advertise, call 860-525-2525 





+ 
se 
BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 





OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 





PRO-FORM ELLIPTICAL MACHINE 
Endurance 520-E. Like New. Never 
Used, $325 OBO 860-338-1765 









= 
SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 
built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 





TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE’ ELECTRONICS 


OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF, 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 


RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 
CALL 860-707-9350 





ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


@ Hartford 





ELEVATOR 


ELEVATOR SERVICE COMPANY 
Maintenance, Repair, Modernization 
Servicing All of Connecticut 
Competitive Rates and Quality 
Service 
hartfordelevator@yahoo.com 
860-757-3960 


or placeanad.courant.com 


ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-874-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/Attic. 860-817-4350 


us 
a) Real Estate 





Rentals 


WEST HARTFORD 


WAITING LIST OPENING 
THE RESIDENCES AT 540 NEW PARK 


The Residences at 540 New Park 
will be accepting pre-applications 
for apartments located at 540 New 
Park Avenue, West Hartford CT 06110. 
Eligibility for these units is subject to 
household income limits and other 
eligibility criteria under the federal 
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) Program. 


Current 2021-2022 LIHTC Maximum 
Income Limits: 


1 PERSON - $43,860 

2 PERSONS - $50,100 
3 PERSONS - $56,340 
4 PERSONS - $62,580 


Rents will range from approximately 
$837-$1033 for a one bedroom and 
$995-$1230 for a two bedroom unit 
depending on household income level 
(prices subject to change). 


Interested applicants must apply 
between February 16, 2022 and May 
17, 2022 11:59pm. Applicants may 
apply by: 

- Submitting a pre-application online 
at www.540NewPark.com; or 

- Requesting a paper pre-application 
be mailed to the applicant, which 
must be returned by mail to 
ATTENTION: Residences at 540 New 
Park Waitlist 80 Shield Street, West 
Hartford CT 06110 with a postmark 
date between February 16, 2022 and 
May 10, 2022, and received no later 
than May 17, 2022; or 

- Requesting an appointment during 
the application period if assistance 
is needed to complete the _ pre- 
application. Please note: Assistance 
with completing the application will 
be offered by appointment ONLY due 
to the current COVID Pandemic. 


If you have a disability and require a 
Reasonable Accommodation, please 
call 860-993-7109. 


Only one pre-application per family 
will be accepted; duplicate  pre- 
applications will be disqualified. 


This pre-application is accessible 
through any computer, tablet or smart 
phone. After successfully completing 
the pre-application, you may print the 
confirmation of successful completion 
of your application. 


The Residences at 540 New Park will 
use a Random-Draw Lottery System 
to determine the waiting list order 
from all applications. 


The Residences at 540 New Park 
does not discriminate in admission or 
access to its housing or programs. Any 
eligible individual with disabilities will 
be served. Those who have visual or 
hearing impairments will be provided 
with the necessary information to 
understand and participate in the 
program. Efforts will be coordinated 
to comply with the nondiscrimination 
requirements of the Fair Housing Act. 
This is an equal opportunity housing 
development. www.540NewPark.com 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





Car Reviews 


Saturdays in 
MOTORING 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 





Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 











Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 
okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 





Car Reviews 


Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


Buy. Sell. Save. 





Auto & SUV's 
MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS 2015 


$27499.00 Beautiful Mint!!! 2015 
Mercedes Benz E350 8605188587 





TOYOTA CAMRY 2010 - $8,000 Low 
Mileage. 860-836-0651 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 











Car Reviews 


Saturdays in 
MOTORING 



















Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


LEGAL NOTICE 
West Hartford-Bloomfield Health District 
580 Cottage Grove Road, Suite 100, 
Bloomfield, CT 
Virtual Public Hearing 


The West Hartford Bloomfield Health District 
will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 
01, 2022 at 4pm via Zoom to receive com- 
ments on the proposed Fiscal Year 2022- 
2023 Health District budget. Copies may be 
obtained from the West Hartford-Bloomfield 
Health District office or on the Health 
District's website, www.westhartfordct.gov/ 
health. The public hearing will be conducted 
exclusively as a virtual public hearing in 
accordance with Governor Lamont's execu- 
tive orders regarding the conduct of public 
meetings and proceedings. 

Any interested person(s) may participate in 
the public hearing by calling at the scheduled 
date and time and using the following access 
code: 

March 1, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. Zoom Meeting 
ID: 842 4998 4990 Call: +1 301 715 8592 
Access Code: 323515 

Participants using caller ID blocking will not 
be permitted to participate. Participants will 
be muted upon entry into the public hearing 
and only unmuted once prompted by the 
Chair/ Moderator. 

2/15-2/26/22 7143536 








FUTURES INC ROOF PROJECT 


The scope of work as outlined for the Futures 
Inc Roof replacement project at 158 Broad 
Street, Middletown CT 06457. Futures Inc a 
non profit in Middletown Ct, an EOE, seeks 
bids on project funded by the Community 
Development Block Grant funding subject to 
Davis Bacon prevailing wages requirements 
and certified payroll. Contractor pulls all 
permits in accordance with the Clty of 
Middletown, meets all OSHA requirements, 
Workers Compensation Requirement/ 
General Liability and SHPO rules and regula- 
tions. Project: 

-Demo Complete roof down to deck 

-Install new metal drip and rake edge 

-Roll on ice and water on the first 6ft of build- 
ing per code 

-Tape all seams and cover with synthetic 
roofing paper 

-Cover with new GAF shingle color of choice 
-Install new pipe boots 

-Install 4 Squares of slate roofing 

-Flat roof in rear-replace/fix 

Contractor responsible for cleanup and 
disposal of all discarded materials. Call 
Tracey O’Brien at 860-347-5099 ext 227 or 
send a bid to Futures Inc, 902 South Quaker 
Lane, West Hartford, CT 06110 by 3/6/22. 
Construction to commence no later than 
4/15/22. 

2/18-2/22/22 7151327 








NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: The following 
self-storage cube contents containing 
household and other goods will be sold for 
cash by CubeSmart, 45 School House Rd, 
Old Saybrook ,CT 06475 to satisfy a lien 
on March 08, 2022 at approx. 12:00 PM at 
www.storagetreasures.com 


Unit 3041: George Dorothy 
Unit 3043: Carolyn Thomas 


Unit 3053: Justin Saunders 
2/22 & 2/24/22 7151401 











Notice of Public Sale: The following self- 
storage Cube contents containing household 
and other goods will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart at 55 Research Parkway. Old 
Saybrook, CT 06475 to satisfy a lien on 
March 08, 2022 at approx. 12:00 p.m. at 
www.storagetreasures.com: 


Unit 326: William Dimas 
Unit 341: William Dimas 
Unit 347: David Baranowski 
Unit 8141: Leo Gilbert 


Unit 2242: Kayla Cambell 


Unit 2305: Robert Sobolewski 
2/22 & 2/24/22 7151467 





Connecticut 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


In accordance with City of Hartford Municipal 
Code Section 29-16, the Hartford Police 
Department is in possession of unclaimed 
found property for which the owner cannot 
be located. 

If you believe that some of this property is 
yours, phone the HPD Property Room at 860 
757-4180 weekdays 7:A.M to 2:30 PM. Be 
prepared to provide a detailed description of 
the property, the circumstances of its loss, 
and proof of ownership as necessary. 
Positive identification is required before prop- 
erty will be released. If not claimed, items 
may be sold at public auction, destroyed, 
donated, or released to a finder. 
1/4-3/29/2022 7112251 








State of Connecticut 
Department of Children and Families 


The Connecticut Department of Children 
and Families (DCF) is accepting applica- 
tions to procure 13 FFT FC Teams through 
this procurement, to correlate to each DCF 
Area Office. The non-mandatory bidders’ 
conference is scheduled to be held virtu- 
ally on Tuesday March 1, 2022 at 1 pm. 
Deadline for submission of proposals is 
Thursday April 14, 2022 at 3:00 PM, local 
time at DCF Central Office in Hartford. The 
electronic copy of the proposal must be 
emailed to the Official Agency Contact 
for this procurement. The Request for 
Proposals is available in electronic format 
on the State Contracting Portal at: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/DAS/CTSource/CTSource and 
on the Department’s website at: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/ DCF/Contract-Management/ 
Home or from the Department's Official 
Contact, Stacie Albert via e-mail at DCF. 
FISCALCONTRACTS@ct.gov. 

2/22/2022 7153271 








Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


Hartford 


INVITATION TO BID 


BID # 


# 853 


Installation of Resinous Flooring 


Item Date & Time Required 


3/15/22 1:00 PM 


Glastonbury High School Field House 


Bid Forms may be obtained from www.glastonburyus.org (follow the path District Information/ 


Central Operations/Bids and RFPs). 


All Sealed Bids must be submitted to the Business Manager's Office no later than the time and 
date indicated for each category. All bids will be publicly opened and read on 3/15/22 at 1:00 
pm at Glastonbury Board of Education, 628 Hebron Avenue, Glastonbury, CT 06033. The Board 
of Education reserves the right to waive informalities or reject any part of, or the entire proposal 
when said action is deemed to be in the best interests of the Glastonbury Public Schools. 


Katie Baumgartner 
Assistant to the Business Manager/Finance 


2/22/22 7153481 





Connecticut 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF FARMINGTON 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 at 7:05 p.m. in the Town Hall 
Council Chambers on the Town Manager's 
2022-2023 Recommended Budget. 


Dated at Farmington, Connecticut this 22nd 
day of February 2022. 


Kathleen A. Blonski 
Town Manager 








NOTICE OF TENTATIVE DECISION 
INTENT TO ISSUE THE GENERAL PERMIT 
FOR 
CONCENTRATED ANIMAL FEEDING 
OPERATIONS 


The Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (“DEEP”) hereby gives notice 
that a tentative decision has been reached 
to issue, for a period of five years, the 
General Permit for Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operations (“CAFO General Permit”). 
Issuance of this proposed CAFO General 
Permit will protect water quality in the state 
by controlling point-source discharges as- 
sociated with areas of animal confinement, 
feeding, and maintenance at Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations. 


Further information on the general permits 
is available on the DEEP website at http:// 
www.ct.gov/deep/publicnotices or may 
be obtained at the Bureau of Materials 
Management and Compliance Assurance of 
the Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 
during normal business hours. Direct ques- 
tions about this General Permit to Joseph 
Wettemann at 860-424-3803 or joseph. 
wettemann@ct.gov. 


Katie S. Dykes Commissioner 
Date: February 16, 2022 


The Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection is an Affirmative 
Action and Equal Opportunity Employer 
that is committed to complying with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. To request 
an accommodation contact us at 860-418- 
5910 or deep.accommodations@ct.gov. 
2/22/2022 7153532 








REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
CY2022 CONCRETE SIDEWALK REPAIRS 
AND RECONSTRUCTION 
WINDSOR, CT 
RFP E2022-02 


THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR BIDS AND THE 
TOWN RESERVES THE RIGHT TO NEGOTIATE 
AND CONTRACT WITH ANYONE OR NO ONE, 
HIGH OR LOW, AS IT DETERMINES TO BE 
IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE TOWN OF 
WINDSOR. 


The Town of Windsor is accepting sealed 
proposals from qualified contractors for 
the CY 2022 CONCRETE SIDWALK REPAIRS 
AND RECONSTRUCTION. Proposals will be 
received until 2:00 PM on March, 15, 2022 
in the Engineering Department, Town Hall, 
Windsor, Connecticut. 


Proposals must be executed in accordance 
with and subject to instructions contained 
in the Information for Contractors. It is the 
responsibility of the Contractor to ensure 
the sealed proposal is delivered prior to the 
deadline above. 


The CY 2022 CONCRETE SIDEWALK REPAIRS 
AND RECONSTRUCTION project will consist 
of the excavation, removal, disposal and 
replacement of concrete and reinforced 
concrete sidewalks, setting of brick pavers, 
the repair of bituminous concrete driveways, 
loaming and seeding of disturbed areas, and 
other miscellaneous related work throughout 
the Town of Windsor. 


Contractors may obtain complete sets of 
Contract Documents and Bid Forms by 
contacting Jenna Zinky, Engineer, at zinky@ 
townofwindsorct.com. Alternatively, a hard 
copy of the documents can be obtained from 
the Town of Windsor Engineering Department 
in the Town Hall. 


The right is reserved to reject any or all bids 
or to waive defects in same if it is deemed 
in the best interest of the Town of Windsor. 


For further information please send ques- 
tions via email to zinky@townofwindsorct. 
com. Pertinent questions will be answered 
via Addendum by close of business on March 
11, 2022. 


The Town of Windsor is an equal opportu- 
nity/affirmative action employer. Minority/ 
Women's Business Enterprises are encour- 
aged to apply. 

2/22/2022 7154176 








GLASTONBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
GLASTONBURY, CONNECTICUT 


INVITATION TO BID 


RFP # Item 


#855 


Glastonbury Public Schools 
Bus Bid 


Date & Time Required 


3/4/22 11:30 AM 


Bid Forms may be obtained from www.glastonburyus.org (follow the path District Information/ 


Central Operations/Bids and RFPs). 


All Sealed Bids must be submitted to the Finance Manager’s Office no later than the time 
and date indicated for each category. All bids will be publicly opened and read. The Board of 
Education reserves the right to waive informalities or reject any part of, or the entire proposal 
when said action is deemed to be in the best interests of the Glastonbury Public Schools. 


Katie Baumgartner 
Assistant to the Business Manager/Finance 
2/22/2022 7154130 








GLASTONBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
GLASTONBURY, CONNECTICUT 


INVITATION TO BID 


BID # Item 


854 Glastonbury Public Schools 


Date & Time Required 


3/4/22 11:00 AM 


Handicap Mini Bus Bid 


Bid Forms may be obtained from www.glastonburyus.org (follow the path District Information/ 


Central Operations/Bids and RFPs). 


All Sealed Bids must be submitted to the Finance Manager’s Office no later than the time 
and date indicated for each category. All bids will be publicly opened and read. The Board of 
Education reserves the right to waive informalities or reject any part of, or the entire proposal 
when said action is deemed to be in the best interests of the Glastonbury Public Schools. 


Katie Baumgartner 
Assistant to the Business Manager/Finance 
2/22/2022 7154117 








YOUR PERFECT 





JOB 





YOUR PERFECT 


HIRE 


IS WAITING 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 


Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 


courant.com/jobs 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


IS WAITING 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. courant.com/jobs 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Avon Other Towns in CT 
Beverly R. Rydberg William J. Hiller, Jr. 

Berlin Anthony V. Milano 
Joan D. Mcbride Patricia A. Pinney 

Bristol Gerard J. Ringuette 


Joyce C. Barrett 
Joseph J. Ferraro 


Sandra J. Rooney 
Steven Wenslow 


Colchester Out of State 
Gerard J. Ringuette Betty Girouard 
East Hartford Albert D. James 

Duane A. Buxton Plainville 


Betty Girouard 
Edward G. Sirica 


Joyce C. Barrett 
Southington 


Ellington Catherine S. Porydzy 
Edward G. Sirica Unionville 

Farmington Justin D. Good 
Justin D. Good West Hartford 

Hartford Duane A. Buxton 


Gloria Fletcher 
Joan A. Mcguigan 


Sophia M. Hoskins 
Wethersfield 


Meriden Steven M D’Onofrio 
Mildred Bell Francesca Mastroianni 
New Britain Windsor 
John H. Dombroski Jerry S. Blige, Sr. 
Sophia M. Hoskins OUT OF STATE 


Steven M. D’Onofrio 
Zephyrhills, FL 

Betty Girouard 
West Dennis, MA 

Albert D. James 
Longmeadow, MA 


Joan A. Mcguigan 

Sandra J. Rooney 

Beverly R. Rydberg 
Newington 

Joan D. Mcbride 


* Denotes name listing only. 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 








OBITUARIES 








OBITUARIES 





Buxton, Duane A. 


Duane A. Buxton, 56, of East 
Hartford, entered the gates 
of heaven in a “Big Rig” on 
February 18, 2022. Son of 
the late John and Joan 
"Joanne" (Torsey) Buxton. He 
is survived by his loving wife, 
Theresa (Rolocut) Buxton of 
East Hartford whom he re- 
ferred to as "the light of his 
life." Duane grew up in a 
Brockway truck taking many 
trips with his father. He became a long-time truck 
driver and was a muscle car fanatic. He was an animal 
lover and leaves behind to mourn him his loving girls; 
Nellie Belle, Stella, Roxie and Harley. He also leaves 
behind his two daughters, Melissa Buxton of Enfield; 
Sarah Wheeler of Coventry; his son John Buxton of 
Enfield; four adored grandchildren, Makayla Lozada; 
Francis, Sophia and Benjamin Dominguez; two broth- 
ers, Wayne and his wife Debbie of Vernon and Brian and 
his wife Lorain of East Hartford; his sister Barbara 
Kampfman of East Hartford; his brother-in-law, Edward 
Rolocut of Palm Coast, FL; and many nieces and neph- 
ews; as well as his best friend, Edward Wnek of East 
Hartford. A visitation will be held on Wednesday, 
February 23, 2022 from 5pm-7pm, at Sheehan-Hilborn- 
Breen Funeral Home, 1084 New Britain Avenue, West 
Hartford, CT 06110. Burial will be private. Flowers may 
be sent directly to the funeral home. Donations may be 
sent to Duane’s funeral fund at https://www.gofundme. 
com/f/duane-buxton-funeral-fund for online condo- 
lences, please visit, www.sheehanhilbornbreen.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


D'Onofrio , Steven M 


Steven Michael D'Onofrio of Zephyrhills, FL passed 
away on January 22, 2022 after a long illness, and was 
laid to rest at a private service on February 18, 2022 
in Rocky Hill, CT, at Rose Hill Memorial Park. Steven 
was born in Hartford, CT on May 10, 1962, to the late 
Leonard J. D'Onofrio, Sr. and Bernadette Beaulieu 
D'Onofrio. Steven became a proficient musician at a 
young age, becoming a member of the Wethersfield 
Fife and Drum Corp and later studied Latin Percussion. 
Steven was a member of the Wethersfield High School 
Band, and a 1980 graduate of the school. Throughout 
his life, he never turned down an opportunity for a 
good jam session, playing in numerous bands while 
living in Connecticut, which continued on the beach 
when he moved to Florida. Steven was creative, he 
could build or fix just about anything, and pursued a 
career in Plumbing. As a Journeyman Plumber, Steven 
taught classes for union apprentices. Cooking was also 
one of his many talents, and he was quick to tell any- 
one who would listen how he made each dish. Family 
meant a lot to Steven, values which were passed on to 
him by his parents and grandparents, the late John L. 
D'Onofrio and Angela M. D'Onofrio. Steven enjoyed life 
to the fullest, especially boating, or riding one of his 
many Harleys. Steve was just a lot of fun to be with, and 
he will be sorely missed by his a loving Aunt Annette 
M. D’Onofrio; surviving brothers, Leonard J. D'Onofrio, 
Jr. and Michael J. D’Onofrio; Sisters-in-law Elizabeth 
D'Onofrio and Tamara D'Onofrio; lifelong friends 
Anthony and Marianne Carabase, and Goddaughter 
Faith Anna Kureczka. Steven was predeceased by his 
Godson John L. D'Onofrio for whom he cared about 
deeply. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 









































Good, Justin Davis 


Justin D. Good, age 39, 
passed away _ Thursday, 
February 17th, after a brief 
but courageous battle with 
cancer. 
Justin was born in Exeter, 
NH, attended public schools 
in Farmington, CT, gradu- 
ated high school from Kimball 
Union Academy in New 
Hampshire, and attended col- 
lege at both Evergreen State 
University in Olympia, WA and Southern Connecticut 
State University, where he was working on a degree in 
library science. He was employed by the Cora J. Belden 
Library in Rocky Hill, CT and the Berlin-Peck Memorial 
Library in Berlin, CT, jobs that he loved. 
Justin was a gentle soul with a passion for books, po- 
etry, animals and music, but who also had a wonderful 
sense of humor and enjoyed the silliness of profes- 
sional wrestling. He is survived by his sister Katie, 
his parents Peter and Jane, his maternal grandmother, 
many aunts, uncles and cousins. 
His family wishes to thank the staff on the 6th floor 
at UConn John Dempsey Hospital, and the hospice 
team at accentCare, who provided continuous care 
and compassion for Justin. A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, March 12th at 10 a.m., at Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 867 West Avon Road, Avon 
CT. In lieu of flowers, please consider honoring Justin's 
love of animals and his concern for this fragile earth 
by making a donation in his memory to the Wildlife 
Conservation Society at  https://secure.wcs.org/ 
donate/make-tribute-gift 
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Barrett, Joyce C. 


Joyce (Cook) Barrett, 90, 

widow of Roger Barrett, died 

surrounded by her loving fam- 

ily on Friday (February 18, 

2022) at Ingraham Manor. 

Joyce was born on July 22, 

1931 in Bristol and was a 

daughter of the late Harold 

4and Velma Cook and _ step- 

daughter of the late Fanny 

Cook Rogers. A lifelong Bristol 

resident, she trained to be a 

Licensed Practical Nurse before going to run the nurs- 

ery school at St. John’s Episcopal Church (now Good 

Shepherd Episcopal Church) for 23 years before retir- 

ing. She enjoyed bowling and reading. Joyce is sur- 

vived by her three children: David Barrett and wife, 

Natale of Bristol, Keith Barrett and wife, Kathy of 

Plainville, and Cathy Kolakoski and husband, Jay of 

Naples, FL; seven grandchildren: Kristen Cleary, Landon 

Barrett, Alyson Silva, Matthew Kolakoski, Nicole Brenk, 

Zachary Barrett, and Jake Barrett; twelve great-grand- 

children, Ella, Myla, Simon, and Macen Cleary, Sebastian 

and Adrian Silva, McKenzie and Elliotte Kolakoski, 

Grayson, Emilia, and Nathan Barrett, and Isabella 

Brenk; her sister Suzanne Laviana and husband, Gary of 

Canton; as well as nieces, nephews, and many friends. 

Funeral services will be held on Friday (February 25, 

2022) at 10 AM at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, 

851 Stafford Ave., Bristol. Burial will follow in 

Peacedale Cemetery, Bristol. There are no calling 

hours. Funk Funeral Home, 35 Bellevue Ave., Bristol is 

honored to serve the Barrett family. Please visit Joyce’s 
memorial web-site at www.FunkFuneralHome.com. 


‘a 
Tr b] 
y" Funk’s Since 1865 
i www.FunkFuneralHome.com 
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Mastroianni, Francesca 


A Mass of Christian Burial for 
Francesca will be celebrated 
on Wednesday, February 23, 
2022 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Church of the Incarnation, 544 
Prospect Street, Wethersfield. 
Everyone is asked to meet di- 
rectly at the church. Funeral 
) arrangements have been en- 
trusted to The D’Esopo Funeral 
Chapel, 277 Folly Brook Blvd., 
= Wethersfield. For online ex- 
pressions of sympathy to the family, please visit www. 
desopofuneralchapel.com 


Gerard J Ringuette, 80, of 

Coventry CT passed away 

peacefully on Thursday, 

February 17th, 2022. Born in 

Harford on October 17, 1941, 

son of the late Alfred and 

Armande (Richard) Ringuette, 

He was raised in Manchester 

and was a graduate of Trinity 

High School in Hartford. After 

High School he was employed 

; at Northeast Utilities for 46 

years. In his spare time, he enjoyed volunteering at 

church, being involved with the Boy Scouts of America, 

golf, traveling, bowling, gardening, billiards, activities 

at the senior center, camping, spending time with fam- 

ily and being the biggest fan at his grandkids extracur- 

ricular activities. He is survived by his beloved wife of 

56 years, Judith (Lyons) Ringuette of Coventry; his Son 

Gerard J Ringuette Jr and partner Ed Calabro of Quincy, 

MA; Son Richard J Ringuette and his wife Sherry of 

Colchester, CT; Daughter Renee Ringuette Boles and 

husband David of Cape Coral, FL; Granddaughter Jordyn 

Ringuette of West Chesterfield, NH and Grandson 

Joseph Ringuette of Colchester, CT; Brother Robert 

Ringuette and his wife Mary of Barkhamsted, CT; 

Brother-in-law John Lyons and wife Patti of Bolivia, NC; 

and several nephews and cousins. A visitation will be 

held on Thursday February 24th at the Coventry-Pietras 

Funeral Home, 2665 Boston Tpke (Rt.44) Coventry from 

10:00-11:00 a.m.. followed by a Mass of Christian Burial 

at St. Mary's Church, 1600 Main St., at 11:30 a.m. Burial 

will follow at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Coventry. In lieu of 

flowers, memorial donations may be made to American 

Diabetes Association https://diabetes.org, National 

Kidney Foundation https://kidney.org or American 

Heart Association https://www.heart.org. For online 

condolences please visit: www.pietrasfuneralhome. 
com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


sl esl Betty (Gustafson) 


ee Betty Girouard (Gustafson) 
P departed this world Friday 
February 18th surrounded by 
vf the love of her family. She was 
; born April 10, 1928, to Arthur 
‘and Anna Gustafson in East 
Ys Hartford where she was raised 
- and would later, with the love 


of her life, William Marshall 
Girouard ( ("Marsh") make their 







-Wg ‘4 

‘— home on Oak St. for nearly 60 
| = years. Betty is survived by her 
three boys, David and his wife Barbara, Gary and his 
friend Barbara and Robert and his wife Susan along 
with 2 granddaughters (Katie and Erica) and six great 
grandchildren (Alaiya, Julie, Jiana, Elijah, Jaxon and 
Bryson). She was predeceased by her grandson Brian 
and by Marsh after 66 years of marriage. Betty and 
Marsh were blessed to enjoy their cottage in West 
Dennis on Cape Cod for nearly 60 years, where many 
fond memories were made with family and close 
friends Dot and Joe Macchi and their boys. In recent 
years since Marsh's passing Mom took turns living with 
each of her sons up until her passing. Mom had a lovely 
smile and a beautiful caring soul and we sons are 
blessed that she was our mother. There are no calling 
hours and services are private. To leave condolences, 
please visit Farleysullivan.com. 


Farley-Sullivan 
Funeral Home 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 







































James, Albert David 


Albert David James, 89, of 
South Wellfleet, MA (formerly 
of Longmeadow, MA) passed 
away peacefully on December 
12, 2021. Dave, as he was 
Known to most, was the be- 
loved husband of the late 
Helen James to whom he was 
married for 43 years. David 
was born to the late George 
and Blanche _ (Littlefield) 
—_ James in Manchester By-the- 
Sea, MA. He graduated from Story High School in 1949 
and then served in the US Navy from 1950 to 1953 
seeing active duty in the Korean war as an Aviation 
Machinist's Mate, 2nd Class. After serving in the Navy, 
David went to work for Pratt & Whitney Aircraft in East 
Hartford, CT, later attending the University of Hartford 
where he graduated with a mechanical engineering 
degree. David worked for Pratt & Whitney for 32 years 
and became known worldwide for his expertise in jet 
engine performance and traveled the globe supporting 
Pratt & Whitney customers before retiring in 1987. 
David loved skiing and was a member of the Springfield 
Ski Club and also skied in Europe and in the Rockies, 
where he was particularly fond of skiing with Helen and 
friends in Vail, Colorado. Dave's summers in Wellfleet 
mere olen filled with boating, fishing and days at the 
each. 
David leaves two brothers, William James of Salisbury, 
MA and Francis James of Drake's Island, ME and a 
daughter Janet Berntsen of North Carolina, and was 
pre-deceased by a brother, George Robert James and 
Patricia (James) Amason. His many nieces and neph- 
ews will remember him as the fun-loving Uncle always 
ready to play whenever they got together. David will 
also be remembered by his many friends from his years 
in Longmeadow and at his cottage in South Wellfleet 
on Cape Cod. 
A celebration of David's life will be held at a later date 
and time to be announced. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


eile sania J.(Streib) 


Sandra Joan Rooney, 53, of 

New Britain, CT passed away 

peacefully on Thursday, 

) February 17, 2022 surrounded 

by family. Sandy was born on 

s August 30, 1968 in New Britain 

“~ to George and Waltraud (Jahn) 

; Streib. She was a graduate of 

New Britain High School, the 

Ona Wilcox School of Nursing, 

. and the University of Hartford, 

where she earned her degree 

in nursing. Sandy worked for 30 years at the Hospital of 

Central Connecticut, most recently in the dialysis unit. 

She will be remembered for her incredible strength and 

bravery, her humor, and her unending devotion to her 

family. Sandy's passions for baking, traveling, garden- 

ing, listening to Harry Connick, Jr. and Duran Duran, 

and most importantly, spending time with those she 
loved, brought a smile to her face. 


In addition to her mother Waltraud, Sandy is survived 
by her devoted husband of 26 years, Donald Rooney 
of New Britain; her sisters and brothers-in-law, Linda 
and Robert Valentine of Jupiter, FL; Susan and James 
Briganti of Newington; Lisa and Jack Ramsdell of 
Newington; and Robert Williams of Raleigh, NC; along 
with nieces and nephews Christopher Valentine of 
Houston, TX, Michael and Sean Valentine of Jupiter, FL; 
Christine Glass and her husband Andrew of Newington, 
Kevin Briganti of Southington and Nicholas Briganti 
of Meriden; Michael Ramsdell of Rapid City, SD, and 
Amanda Ramsdell of Arlington, MA; and Kyle, Addison, 
and Emily Williams of Raleigh, NC. She also leaves be- 
hind aunts, uncles, cousins, and many dear friends and 
colleagues. Sandy is predeceased by her father George 
and her sister Karen Williams of Raleigh, NC. 


Calling hours will be held on Tuesday, February 22 
from 5-8pm at Erickson-Hansen Funeral Home, 411 So. 
Main St., New Britain. Funeral services will be held 
on Wednesday, February 23 at 11am at St. John's Ev. 
Lutheran Church in New Britain. In lieu of flowers, do- 
nations may be made to the American Liver Foundation, 
PO Box 299, West Orange, NJ 07052. Please share a 
memory of Sandra with the family in the online guest 
book @ www.ericksonhansen.com 


ERICKSON-HANSEN 


New Britain 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Rydberg, Beverly R. (Layman) 


Beverly R. (Layman) Rydberg, 

81, of Avon beloved wife of 

Barry H. Rydberg, passed away 

Wednesday, February 16, 2022, 

at her home surrounded by 

her family. Born in New Britain, 

daughter of the late John and 

Ruth (Anderson) Layman, she 

was raised in New Britain and 

earned her BA and MA in 

Education from Central 

R Connecticut State University. 

Beverly had been valedictorian of both her high school 

and college classes. She taught at the DiLorto 

Elementary School in New Britain for 9 years and 

served as teacher and Director of the Pine Grove 

Nursery School in Avon for 37 years retiring in 2010. 

She was a member of Saint Matthew Lutheran Church, 

Avon. Beverly and Barry have lived in Avon since 1964. 

Besides her husband Barry and high school sweetheart, 

who were married in 1962, she leaves her daughter 

Lynn H. Rydberg-Olbrys and her fiance’ John Labrecque 

of Waterford; a son Jon E. Rydberg and his wife Michelle 

of West Hartford; two nieces and a nephew. A funeral 

service will be held Friday, February 25, 2022, 11 AM at 

Saint Matthew Lutheran Church, 224 Lovely Street, 

Avon. A reception will follow the service in the church 

fellowship hall. Burial will be private in West Avon 

Cemetery. Contributions in lieu of flowers may be made 

to either The Village for Families & Children, 1680 

Albany Ave, Hartford, CT 06105 or Dog Star Rescue, PO 

Box 721, Canton, CT 06019. The Carmon Funeral Home 

& Family Center of Avon is caring for the arrangements. 

For directions or condolences please visit www.car- 
monfuneralhome.com. 
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Blige, Sr., Jerry S. 


Jerry S. Blige Sr, 73, of 
Windsor, CT beloved husband 
for 53 years of Ruthia (Moore) 
Blige, passed peacefully on 
Friday, February 11, 2022. 
Jerry was born October 19, 
1948, in Richmond Hill, GA, 
son of the late Jim Blige Sr. 
and Essie (Golden) Blige. He 
lived in Georgia until the age 
15 and, with his sister, Gracie 
and her husband, Bernie, he 
moved to Hartford, CT. He attended Hartford Public High 
School and was employed with Town of East Hartford in 
Custodial Services, retiring after many years of service. 
Jerry met the love of his life, Ruthia, in 1967 and they 
started their family together. Nothing made him hap- 
pier than seeing his family grow. Together they made 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

Jerry was a loving and devoted husband, father, grand- 
father, great grandfather, uncle, and dear friend. He 
embodied the spirt of family and togetherness. His 
family will fondly remember him as a man who was 
giving, supportive, kind, and a wonderful provider 
who loved his family more than anything. He always 
encouraged his children to follow their dreams and 
to become successful in their own rights. He instilled 
morals, values and a strong work ethic in his children 
and would always remind them that hard work pays off. 
Jerry made certain that all his children gained employ- 
ment at very young ages, and he was responsible for 
helping each of them obtaining their first jobs. 

When his children were younger, he spent a great deal 
of quality time teaching invaluable lessons of life and 
the truth of Jehovah. Some of these included how to 
love one another and be supportive of each other. He 
taught all his children at a young age the fundamental 
activities of daily living. Some of which were how to 
cook, clean, iron and sew. One of his proudest mo- 
ments was him being able to teach all his children how 
to drive at such a young age. 

Jerry was devoted in his faith and attended Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses Congregation of East 
Windsor. Jerry believed in the power of prayer, and 
demonstrated it on a regular basis, as he had a daily 
devotional routine of sitting. Praying and reading his 
daily scriptures. He also made time each day to get 
on his knees and pray to Jehovah God. Jerry really 
appreciated the time he spent with his grandchildren, 
as they meant more to him than life itself. In his free 
time, he could be found entertaining his dog “Button”, 
watching some of his favorite tv shows, movies and 
listening and dancing to music with Ruthia. Some of 
his favorite music included 70's classic rock, and Mo- 
Town. He loved to fish and hunt as these were things 
he would routinely do with his children, son in-law and 
grandchildren. Jerry also loved to eat some good soul 
food, and his favorite was fried chicken. But nothing 
could compare to the rice and chicken dish his wife 
would make him. 





In addition to his wife, Ruthia, he is survived by 
his children, who he was extremely proud of, two 
daughters, Rulanda Simao and her husband Roger 
and their children Anjelica and Nathaniel of Windsor 
Locks, CT, and Deidre Deschenes her children Ricky 
and Alexis of Windsor; three sons, Jerry Blige, Jr. and 
his children Chevez, Victoria and Terri of New Britain, 
CT, Derrick Blige and his children Joshua, Joseph and 
Sofia of Suffield, CT, and Gerald Blige and his daughter 
Essence of Bristol, CT; two sisters; Juanita Blige-Wilder 
of Tuscaloosa, AL; Susie Hartford and her husband 
Floyd of Richmond Hill, GA, his favorite niece/sister 
in-law Mae Carolyn Drayton of Harford, CT, his special 
nephew/brother Stephen Jackson and his wife Lora of 
Virginia and a host of cousins, great grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and friends. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his 
stepfather Daniel Drayton Jr., daughter Deborah Ann 
Moore-Blige, and siblings Paul Lee Blige, Jim Blige Jr., 
Nathaniel Blige Sr., Delmar Blige, stepbrother James 
Drayton, Grace Blige-Curry, Pauline Blige-Jackson, and 
John Drayton Sr. 

Funeral services will be held 11am Wednesday, February 
23, 2022, with visitation prior from 10am -11am, at The 
Lodge Community Chapel, 130 Deerfield Road, Windsor. 
For online condolences please visit www.carmonfuner- 
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McBride, Joan D.(Strumskas) 


Joan Diane (Strumskas) 
McBride, 77, wife of the late 
Terrence M. McBride, of Berlin, 
passed away February 20, 
2022 at Autumn Lake 
Healthcare of New Britain. She 
was born in Hartford, daughter 
of the late Walter and Nellie 
(Opalacz) Strumskas. Joan was 
a graduate of Wethersfield 
High School, and later earned 
her Bachelor's Degree from 
Morris Harvey College (The University of Charleston). 
Joan completed additional training at St. Francis 
Hospital and worked for years as a medical lab special- 
ist at Harford Hospital. She also spent many hours 
volunteering as a parent in the Newington school sys- 
tem when her sons were young. She was an avid reader 
and also enjoyed doing Crossword puzzles in her spare 
time. Joan loved to shop and would frequent many 
stores looking for a bargain. Most of all, Joan loved her 
family and grandchildren. Joan's witty and sarcastic 
humor always bought a smile to her granddaughters 
faces. Her grandchildren live in Connecticut and 
California, and her visits with Terry were always en- 
joyed by everyone. 
Joan leaves behind two sons: Jeff McBride and his wife 
Aimee and their children Lauren, Madisen, and Hayden 
of Berlin, and Chris McBride and his wife Kerianne 
and their children Sawyer, Griffin, and Calla of Corte 
Madera, California. Joan will also be greatly missed by 
her brother Michael Strumskas of Portland, brothers 
and sisters in law Joan Demarco of Newington, Paul 
McBride and his wife Denise of Newington, Gemma 
Mahoney and her husband Vincent of West Hartford, 
Thomas McBride and his wife Val of Newington, 
Kathy Gervais and her husband Robert of Newington, 
Martin McBride of Wethersfield, Richard Casciano of 
Newington and William Gollnick of Berlin, as well as 
numerous nieces and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her sister Carole Gollnick and sister in law Nancy 
Casciano. 
A Mass of Christian Burial celebrating her life will be 
held on Thursday, February 24, 2022 at 10:00am, in 
the Church of the Incarnation, 544 Prospect Street, 
Wethersfield. Masks are requested in church. Burial 
will follow in Rose Hill Memorial Park, 580 Elm Street, 
Rocky Hill. There are no calling hours. The Farley- 
Sullivan Funeral Home has care of the arrangements. 
To extend condolences, please visit Farleysullivan.com. 


Farley-Sullivan 


Funeral Home 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Pinney, Patricia A. (Paduch) 


Patricia Ann (Paduch) Pinney, 
70, of Somers, passed away 
on February 20, 2022, at 
home with her family. 
She was the wife of 51 years 
of David A.K. Pinney. Pat was 
born on June 13, 1951, in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, 
the daughter of Mary (Dowd) 
and Stanley R. Paduch. After 
ten years in Enfield, her fam- 
. penis ily moved to Somers where 
Pat meer 60 years, 50 of them in the house that she 
and David shared. 


Pat was a teacher, starting in Enfield in 1973 and 
then, after time at home with her young children, 
continuing in Willington for 23 years and retiring in 
2016. In Willington she taught at Hall Memorial School, 
enriching the lives of many students. Pat became the 
regional coordinator for History Day, coaching her 
students in projects that took kids every year to the 
national competition in Washington, DC. Many stu- 
dents enjoyed the personal growth of participating in 
putting on Shakespeare plays with scripts adapted by 
Pat for their level. During her teaching career Pat was 
recognized by her peers as a finalist for Connecticut 
Teacher of the Year and awarded the University of 
Connecticut NEAG School of Education Outstanding 
School Educator Award. 


Pat enjoyed music, especially singing and accompany- 
ing herself on guitar. She and Dave sang at their own 
wedding and weddings of friends and relatives. She 
brought her musical gifts to the Congregational Church 
of Somersville where she was a long-time member 
and bedrock of the sopranos in the church choir. She 
learned to sew from her mother and enjoyed quilting 
and other crafts throughout her life. 


In addition to her husband, Dave, Pat is survived by 
their four children and their families: Leigh C. and Rob 
Ewbank and their daughter Maggie of Hilo, Hawaii, 
Matthew T. Pinney of Portland, Maine, Nora P. and 
Johnny Sebastian and their children Makaira and Truvie 
of Indialantic, Florida, and Aidan H. and Jess Cannon 
Pinney of Somers, Connecticut. The eldest of six chil- 
dren, Pat is survived by David and Jody Paduch, Karen 
Bolton, Nancy and Peter Zuber, Martha Paduch and 
Michael Muschell, and Barbara and Scott Amy. With 
Dave's five siblings, she is also survived by Leland 
Pinney, Willard and Sigita Pinney, Christine Pinney, 
John and Martina Pinney, and Harriet Pinney and Kevin 
Groppe. 


The family would like to thank Terri and Lynda for the 
love and care that made it possible for Pat to remain 
comfortably at home as her disease progressed, as 
well as the ECHN Visiting Nurse and Health Services 
that enabled such a peaceful end for her journey. 
Pat was blessed with a peaceful, supportive soul, and 
we are blessed that she generously shared her gifts 
with us. Pat's family will receive relatives and friends 
on Thursday, Feb 24, from 4 to 7 pm at the Somers 
Funeral Home, 354 Main St., Somers. A celebration of 
Pat's life will be held in July of this year. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in Pat's memory may be 
made to the Congregational Church of Somersville, PO 
Box |, Somersville CT 06072. To leave online condo- 
lences, please visit www.Somersfuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Sirica, Edward G. 
NAUGATUCK, CT 


Edward G. Sirica 
“Loving brother, 
cousin’ 
Edward G. Sirica, 76, formerly 
of Ellington, CT, passed away 
peacefully in the comfort of 
his home on Friday, February, 
18, 2022. 
Edward was born in 
Waterbury, on March 4, 
~~ 1945, a son of the late Dr. 
Alphonse E. and Elena (Mascolo) Sirica. 
He attended F.J. Kingsbury Elementary 
School and was a graduate of Crosby 
High School, Class of 1963. He served 
his country honorably in the U.S. Airforce during the 
Vietnam Era. He attended St. Michael’s College in 
Colchester, VT for Business Administration, received 
an associate's degree in Mechanical Technology from 
the Waterbury State Technical College, a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Bridgeport and his Master of Science 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Connecticut, Storrs, CT. Edward worked as a 
Mechanical Engineer at Combustion Engineering, Inc., 
Power Systems Energy Services, Inc., and retired from 
Westinghouse Electric Company, LLC in 2014. 


uncle & 


Edward had a distinguished career as an engineer in 
the nuclear energy field. He received many patents for 
tools he designed for nuclear reactors. Edward worked 
on nuclear energy programs in the United States, South 
Korea and the United Arab Emirates. He especially 
loved the time he spent in South Korea mentoring and 
training the South Korean engineers. 


Edward was a man of many talents. He was an en- 
gineer, an astronomer, a physicist, a photographer, a 
mathematician and an artist. He was an avid reader on 
a wide range of subjects. 

Edward was a kind, caring and generous man. He made 
us all better people by his example and his words of 
wisdom. 

He will be greatly missed and lovingly remembered. 
Edward leaves his siblings, Dr. Alphonse E. Sirica and 
his wife, Annette, of Rockville, VA, Marie-Elena Zampini 
of East Lyme, Marilyn Derouin and her husband, Wayne, 
of Waterbury, Jean Sirica of Naugatuck, Lisa Linowes 
and her husband, Jonathan, of Lyman, NH, and Steven 
Sirica of Ellington and several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

The family would like to thank the entire medical 
staff at Smilow Cancer Center at Yale New Haven 
Hospital, the staff at Grimes Center and the care team 
at Masonicare Hospice for the extraordinary care and 
compassion that was given to Edward during his illness. 
Arrangements: A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
10:00 a.m., Thursday, February 24, 2022 at All Saints 
Parish~ Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 309 South Main 
Street, Waterbury. Everyone that wishes to attend the 
Mass are asked to meet directly at the Church. There 
are no calling hours. Burial with military honors will 
follow at Calvary Cemetery, Waterbury. Chase Parkway 
Memorial/The Albini Family Funeral Home, 430 Chase 
Parkway, Waterbury has been entrusted with handling 
Edward's services. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
in Edwards’s memory to: 

The Smilow Cancer Center at Yale New Haven Hospital 
P.O. Box 1849 

New Haven, CT 06508 

For more info or to send e-condolences visit: www. 
chaseparkwaymemorial.com 
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Hoskins, Sophia M 


Sophia Marguerite "Mattie" Hoskins was born on April 
4, 1933 in Marion, Virginia and transitioned from this 
life to eternity at home on November 5th 2021. She was 
the daughter of Frank and Sadie Hoskins. Svcs: Were 


held at Union Baptist Church Htfd. Feb.18, 11:00am 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


McGuigan, Joan A. 


Joan Ann (Collins) McGuigan 
age 76, entered into eternal 


rest peacefully on 


Friday, 


February 18, 2022. God called 
her home to be reunited with 


her 


husband of 53 years, 


Austin J. McGuigan and their 
beautiful daughter, Mary Ellen 


Parker. 


Joan was born in Medford, MA 
to Jeremiah and Evelyn Mae 


Collins. 


In Medford, she met 


and fell in love with her husband Austin at a donut 
shop. After marrying her sweetheart, Joan and Austin 
moved to New Britain where they raised their family. 
During her 25 years in New Britain, Joan became an 
active member in many organizations and the com- 
munity. Joan was a member of the New Britain Junior 


League, and the Welcome Wagon to name a few. 


Joan 


also volunteered and helped many organizations with 
fundraising especially New Britain General Hospital, the 
Klingberg Center, and the Prudence Crandall Center. 
Joan was a travel agent in addition to her involvement 


in the community. 


Later on, Joan and Austin moved to Columbia, CT where 
they made their home. Joan jumped right into the com- 
munity and became a member of Altrusa, the Windham 


Hospital, and the Jorgensen Committee. 


Joan was a gracious hostess and she and Austin would 
have grand parties to celebrate Christmas and St. 
Patrick's Day and any other holiday in between. She 
loved so many things, traveling, singing, dancing, and 
had a special love for her family especially her grand- 
children. Most importantly, she cherished her evening 
boat rides on Columbia Lake with her husband and best 


friend, Austin. Together they will be remembered. 


Joan is survived by her daughter, Kerry Hoffman; her 
son, Austin Ryan McGuigan; two son in laws, Joshua 
Hoffman and Leland Parker; one daughter in law, Claudia 
McGuigan; two brothers, Richard Collins and his wife 
Christine of Ipswich, MA and Charles Collins and his 
wife Elizabeth of Portsmouth, NH; and one sister in law, 


Patricia McGuigan Quinn. 


She also leaves behind her 


nine grandchildren who were the love and joy of her 
life; Teddy, Lindsey, Elena, Caterina, Alexandra, James, 


Eibhlin, Maiibel, and Emilia. 


Visitation will be held on Thursday, Feb. 24th from 4 PM 
to 7 PM at Erickson-Hansen Funeral Home, 411 South 


Main St., 


New Britain. A Mass of Christian Burial will 


be held on Friday, Feb. 25th at 10 AM at St. Patrick- 
St. Anthony Catholic Church, 285 Church St, Hartford. 
Please go directly to the church. Parking is available 
across the street from the church. Burial will be at the 


convenience of the family. 


Memorial donations may be made to the Jorgensen 
Center for the Performing Arts, 2132 Hillside Road, Unit 


3104, Storrs, CT 06268. 
payable to Jorgensen Director’s Fund. 


Contributions may be made 


Please share a memory of Joan with the family in the 


online guest book @ www.ericksonhansen.com 


ERICKSON-HANSEN 


New Britain 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


_ Milano, Anthony Vincent 


Anthony Vincent Milano, age 


82, of Trumbull, 
husband of Helen 


the beloved 
Supple 


Milano, died on Wednesday, 
February 16, 2022 surrounded 
by his loving family. Born in 
Bridgeport on November 17, 
1939, he was the youngest 
son of the late Joseph and 


Rose Dattolo Milano. 


He was a proud graduate of 
Warren Harding High School 
class of 1957 and worked tirelessly on class reunions 
for over 50 years, along with his wife. He then gradu- 
ated from the University of Bridgeport, class of 1971 
(he attended night school for 11 years while working 


and raising a family). 


He was Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management 
(OPM) for the State of Connecticut from 1975 to 1991 


under Governors Ella Grasso and William O'Neill. 


Before joining OPM, he was the Municipal Finance 
Officer at City Trust Bank and Comptroller of the City of 
Bridgeport. After leaving OPM, he was Chief Executive 


Officer 


of the Metropolitan District Commission, 


Distinguished Professor of Public Policy and William A. 
O'Neill Chair at Central Connecticut State University, 
and Interim President and Executive Director of the 


Connecticut Housing Finance Authority. 


He served on the Board of Directors of St. Vincent's 
Medical Center and its affiliates, St. Joseph’s Manor, 
and The Kennedy Center. He also served on many com- 
mittees at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Bridgeport, 
where he and his family were members for over 40 
years. He was awarded the papal Honor of Knighthood 
in the Order of St. Gregory the Great in 1992 from Pope 


John Paul Il by the Diocese of Bridgeport. 


In addition to his wife of 58 years, Helen, survivors 
include his two daughters, Caroline Milano Bonazzo 
and her husband, Vincent of Trumbull and Laura Milano 
Albert and her husband Joseph Jr. of Portsmouth, RI, 
his grandson, John Bonazzo, a sister, Olga Makar of 
Milford and many nieces, nephews, great nieces, great 
nephews and godchildren. He is also survived by two 
lifelong friends, Ivar W. Mitchell of Vero Beach, FL and 


James T. Shannon of Stratford. 


Aside from his parents, he was predeceased by two 
sisters, Carmella Martire and Gloria Milano and two 


brothers, Angelo and Joseph Milano. 


Tony's daughters would like to thank the many friends 
and family who helped during a very difficult time, along 
with the pastoral care departments at St. Catherine's 
and St. Vincent’s, especially Mary Ellen Kovacs and Bill 
Hoey, who met their father’s spiritual needs during his 


final days. 


Friends may greet the family on Monday, February 21, 
2022 from 4 to 7 PM at the Abriola Parkview Funeral 


Home, 419 White Plains Road, Trumbull. 


A Mass of 


Christian Burial will be celebrated on Tuesday at 10 AM 
directly in St. Catherine of Siena Church, 220 Shelton 


Road, Trumbull. 
Cemetery, Stratford. 


Interment will follow in St. Michael 
Please wear face masks at the 


funeral home and church. Family and friends can also 
livestream the funeral at stcathtrumbull.com for up to 


one week after the service. 


In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to Swim Across the Sound c/o St. Vincent’s Medical 


Center Foundation, 2800 Main Street, 


Bridgeport 


CT 06606 or Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, P.O. Box 
849168, Boston, MA 02284-9168. To leave an online 


condolence, please visit www.abriola.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Fletcher, Gloria 


Gloria Marie (Schuberth) 
Fletcher, 85, of Bolton passed 
away at St. Francis Hospital 
on Thursday 
February 17, 2022. The 
daughter of the late Charles 
and Roseann — Schuberth, 
she was born March 11, 
1936, in Hartford, CT. Gloria 
was predeceased by her 
beloved husband Jack R. 
Fletcher, brothers Charles 
and Raymond Schuberth, grandchildren Mason James 
and Alec Clayton. Gloria was raised and educated in 
Hartford. She later earned an accounting degree and 
was employed at G. Fox & Co., and later at Stop & Shop, 
in Manchester, where she made many lifelong friends. 
Gloria was an active communicant at St. Maurice 
Catholic church and just loved assisting in running the 
church bingo games. She also enjoyed luncheons and 
playing Mexican dominos at the Bolton Senior Center. 
Gloria loved to travel to tropical places. She frequented bg hs 
Aruba, Bermuda, and the Bahamas with family, for many an Ce e rate Z e ZV 
memorable adventures. Other excursions included 
trips to local casinos with loved ones. She had a love 
for the ocean, swimming and just soaking up the sun 
with walks on the beach. 
She was a lifelong cat lover, and she also took great 


e e 
joy in feeding and watching her backyard feathered | | the obi tua ry section 


hare memories, 





express condolences, 


ily. Wonderful times were spent out at “the country”, 
playing cards, singing, parades and making merry. Her 
parent’s home on Nile Street was the hub of the family 
gatherings-where all the magic happened, and great 
memories were made. The bond with her sisters was Onl CO Uurant. COW 
unbreakable, whether they were sitting together with a t ) t ) 
cup of tea, or chit chatting on the phone. With the many 
challenges and hardships, she faced throughout her 
life, she fought back to raise __ five strong daughters, 
she dearly loved, and who will forever be influenced 
by the woman she was. Each daughter different, but 
each possessing traits of the mother they loved so 
much. Gloria is survived by all her daughters, Doreen 
Mcintyre of Manchester, Deborah Everett and Paul 
Flaherty of Bloomfield, Susan Hutz of Montana, Leslie 
Weerden of Manchester, and Dawn Howe of Mystic. Her 
Grandchildren, Devon 
Mcintyre and Lyndsay Bissette, Molly Mcintyre, Sean 
Kraut, Kristen Hutz, Nicole and Eric Kloehn, Jenna 
Weerden, Patrick and Crystal Weerden, Tyler Weerden, 
Aidan Violette, Madison Violette, Nicholas Dougan 
and Riley Howe. Greatgrandchildren Avory Vitiello, 
River Pacitto, Anthony Uriano, Gavin Lavigne, Greyson 
Weerden, Brooklyn and Kennedy Kloehn, and Drew and 
Brady Weerden. 
She will be greatly missed by her siblings, Mary Haley, 
Anita and Dick Sullivan, Rosaleen O’Brien, Dennis and 
Jennifer Schuberth, Kathleen Kapji and also many cous- 
ins, nieces, nephews, and friends. 
Calling hours will be Wed. Feb 23rd 2-4 and 5-7 pm 
at Holmes Watkins Funeral Home 400 Main Street, 
Manchester, CT. A Mass celebrating her life will be held 
Thurs. Feb 24th 11 am at St. Maurice Catholic Church, 
32 Hebron Rd. Bolton, CT 06043. 
To view the online obituary or leave a message of con- 
dolence please visit holmeswatkins.com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


In Loving Memory Of 
SERGEANT CECIL ‘BUCK’ BUXTON 


1945 - 2020 
Happy Birthday 
Love, Donna 


In Loving Memory Of 
ESSIE MAE (HAMILTON) RUSS 











—7 
April 03, 1932--February 22, 2021 

Mother, It has been one year since you transitioned to your 
heavenly resting place! It will never be the same without 
your earthly presence. 
May you continue to sleep in Paradise. 
Love always, 
Karen 
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Yale research offers insight for long-haul patients 


Diminished exercise ability has been longtime puzzle to medical experts 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


Patients with long-haul COVID-19 often 
confront many debilitating symptoms, 
from fatigue and brain fog to headaches and 
depression. Shortness ofbreath and a dimin- 
ished ability to exercise are also common, 
though researchers have long struggled to 
explain why. 

“Invariably, [patients] get tests to look 
at the heart and lung function, because the 
symptoms are shortness of breath, chest 
discomfort, palpitations,” said Dr. Inderjit 
Singh, a pulmonologist at Yale New Haven 


Hospital. 

But often those tests show healthy hearts 
and lungs, he said, and fail to reveal the cause 
of patients’ symptoms. 

A new study — published in the medi- 
cal journal Chest by researchers at the Post 
COVID-19 Recovery Program at Yale New 
Haven Hospital’s Winchester Center for 
Lung Disease — offers an initial explanation. 
The study, of which Singh is the lead author, 
found that long haulers’ difficulty exercis- 
ing may derive from a diminished ability to 
extract oxygen delivered by the heart and 
lungs. 

“There is impaired oxygen extraction in 


the exercising muscles,” Dr. Phillip Joseph 
a pulmonologist at Yale New Haven Hospi- 
tal, said of the research findings. “Oxygen is 
being delivered appropriately by the heart, 
pumping it out to the muscles, but these 
patients do not absorb as much oxygen 
throughout exercise.” 

Study participants — referred from Yale 
New Haven Hospital and Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston — all had 
recovered from mild bouts of COVID-19 
but exhibited “unexplained exercise intol- 
erance.” Singh noted that the study partic- 
ipants had been infected with COVID-19 
during the first surge of the pandemic — long 


before vaccines were available. 

Researchers tested their chest and pulmo- 
nary functioning, but discovered no heart 
or lung disease. They then had patients 
undergo invasive cardio-pulmonary exer- 
cise tests GCPET), during which a patient 
rides a stationary bike with catheters in their 
neck and wrist blood vessels to monitor their 
heart, lung and skeletal muscle functioning. 

In the past, iCPET tests have been used to 
diagnose Lyme disease, but they also proved 
insightful for studying those with long-haul 
COVID-19, said Karelys Adorno-Loveless, 
a registered nurse and pulmonary hyper- 
tension nurse coordinator at Yale New 
Haven Hospital. Researchers noticed that 
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Mediator: 
Sacklers 

willing to 
pay more 


OxyContin maker 
could raise offer to 
$6B in settlement 


By Geoff Mulvihill 


Associated Press 


Members of the Sackler 
family who own OxyCon- 
tin maker Purdue Pharma 
are willing to kick in more 
money — up to $6 billion 
total — to settle thousands 
of lawsuits over the toll of 
opioids as the company 
tries to work out a deal with 
state attorneys general who 
torpedoed an earlier settle- 
ment. 

The offer of extra cash 
was detailed ina report filed 
Feb. 18 in U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court by a federal media- 
tor who asked the court to 
let her have until the end of 
the month to broker a new 
settlement. 

Under the latest proposal, 
the Sacklers would contrib- 
ute between $5.5 billion 
and $6 billion, an increase 
from the $4.3 billion they 
had agreed to in the origi- 
nal bankruptcy settlement. 
The last of the money would 
not be paid out for 18 years, 
and the exact amount would 
depend on how much the 
family would make from 
selling its international drug 
companies. 

The additional money 
would have to be used to 
combat a crisis that has been 
linked to more than 500,000 


Turn to Settle, Page 2 





School 
social 
workers 
feel strain 


State children have 
surging behavioral 
health care needs 


By Elizabeth Heubeck 
Connecticut Health I-Team 


On paper, the social 
worker’s role at public K-12 
schools is straightforward: 
to support a caseload of 
students with special needs 
to thrive in often-challeng- 
ing academic setting. 

But ask a social worker 
employed in a public school 
these days, and they’re likely 
to tella much different story. 

For social worker Jara 
Rijs, who works at Wind- 
ham Center School, where 
more than half of its pre-K 
through fifth-grade students 
qualify for subsidized lunch, 
the job responsibilities bleed 
well beyond the job descrip- 
tion, particularly since the 
pandemic hit. 

As many in her school 
community face trauma 
either induced or exacer- 
bated by the pandemic, Rijs 
said she considers every 
one of the estimated 250 
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Willimantic Brewing Company is one of the restaurants that will participate in the joint Restaurant Week 
presented by the towns of Mansfield and Wilil mantic. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


A seat at 
the table 


Mansfield, Willimantic team up 
to offer Restaurant Week deals 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


Mansfield and Willimantic are teaming up 
to join the “Restaurant Week” trend, with 17 
restaurants offering two weeks of deals from 
Feb. 21 to March 6. 

“This is an opportunity to support our 
favorite establishments when they need it 
most,” said Thread City Development Direc- 
tor Chris McNaboe. 

“When visitors come to Mansfield for a 
show at Jorgensen Auditorium or to take in 
a basketball or hockey game, we have some 
great dining options,” added Cynthia van 
Zelm, executive director of the Mansfield 
Downtown Partnership. 

Here are the participating restaurants and 
their deals for the two-week period. More 
details at taste2towns.com. 


Willimantic 

A Cupcake for Later, 798 Main St., will 
offer four jumbo cupcakes along with a choice 
of two: chocolate-dipped peanut butter ball, 
chocolate-coated peanut butter Ritz cracker, 
chocolate-covered pretzels or assorted truf- 
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Stone Row Kitchen in Willimantic offers a $45 
prix fixe six-course tasting menu. STONE ROW 
KITCHEN 





Records: 2 
companies 

in subpoena 
got more jobs 


Diamantis accused of pressuring 
municipalities on contractor 
hiring for hazmat abatement 


By Dave Altimari 
CT Mirror 


Two companies named ina federal grand 
jury subpoena investigating former state 
official Konstantinos Diamantis were the 
primary beneficiaries of millions of dollars’ 
worth of hazardous waste abatement work 
on state buildings since 2017, records show. 

Asbestos Abatement and Insulation 
Services Corp. and Bestech Inc. of Elling- 
ton are two of the four companies that the 
state Department of Administrative Services 
chose in 2017 to be on an exclusive list of 
contractors that would handle all abatement 
work on state buildings. The list was origi- 
nally intended for state agencies and munic- 
ipalities that needed emergency work done. 

Since the contract went into effect, there 
have been 284 projects, each identified as a 
separate work order under the one contract, 
including abatement at college campuses 
and the former Seaside Sanatorium in 
Waterford. 

Diamantis’ team was in charge of the 
contract, state officials said Friday. AAIS and 
Bestech were among the names that federal 
authorities asked officials to search for in a 
subpoena issued in October that centers on 
Diamantis. 

The grand jury investigation has raised 
questions about whether Diamantis, who 
ran the Office of School Construction Grants 
& Review — first at DAS and then at the 
Office of Policy and Management — pres- 
sured municipalities to hire specific contrac- 
tors, construction managers and hazardous 
waste and asbestos removal companies. 

An analysis by the CT Mirror shows 
that AAIS and Bestech got all but 15 of the 
284 purchase orders issued by the state 
for hazardous waste disposal and demoli- 
tion from fiscal year 2017 through 2022 — 
contracts that are paid for by the state and 
not tied to school construction jobs. 

On Friday, after receiving questions 
about the arrangement from the Connecti- 
cut Mirror, the state abruptly canceled the 
contract, even though it was supposed to run 
until April. 

In July 2021, state officials created a 
new contract, identified as “20psx0154,” to 
increase the number of contractors on the 
hazardous waste abatement list from the 
four on original contract “16PSX0110” 

DAS spokeswoman Lora Rae Anderson 
said Friday that state officials are going to 
amend the 2021 contract and “that guidance 
for both state and municipal use is going to 
be updated.” She did not give a timeline for 
that update or explain what it would entail. 

Anderson said Diamantis’ school 
construction grant team was in charge of the 
hazardous waste and abatement contract. 

Representatives from AAIS and Bestech, 
as well as Diamantis’ attorney Norm Pattis, 
did not respond to requests for comment last 
week. 


Two companies, 
98.8% of the money 


The Mirror’s analysis shows: 
@ Since the 2017 fiscal year, the state has paid 
out about $29.2 million for hazardous waste 
and asbestos abatement work under DAS 
contract “16psx0110.” AAIS received $20.6 
million of that and Bestech $8.2 million, 
purchase orders show — about 98.8% of all 
the money spent through the contract. 
M@ The state issued 284 purchase orders 
under the emergency contract. 
H One of the contractors, Haz-Pros, got five 
jobs. Environmental Services Inc. got 10. 
@ AAIS was named on 214 purchase orders, 
including exclusive agreements to do work 
at all state colleges and vocational schools. 
Some of the work was assigned by other state 
agencies, such as the Military Department, 
but the majority were assigned by DAS. 
@ Bestech Inc. got the remaining 55. 

“Wow, I had no idea it was that much 
money,” Raymond Newbury, Haz-Pros 
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Settle 


from Page 1 


deaths in the U.S. over the 
past two decades. Part of it 
would be controlled by the 
eight states, joined by the 
District of Columbia, that 
objected to the original 
settlement last year even 
when other states agreed to it. 

In exchange, members of 
the family would be shielded 
from current and future 
opioid-related lawsuits. That 
protection was contained 
in the original bankruptcy 
settlement but prompted 
the objecting states to file 
an appeal that ultimately 
succeeded, leading to the 
currentround ofnegotiations. 

The objecting states 
said the earlier amount of 
$4.5 billion did not go far 
enough to hold accountable 
members of a family that 


made billions from the sale 
of OxyContin. 

Advocates for opioid 
victims and their families 
were concerned about where 
the additional money would 
go. Ryan Hampton, an advo- 
cate for people with opioid 
use disorder, said it did not 
appear that the $750 million 
set aside for payments to 
victims of the crisis and their 
families would increase 
under the latest proposal. 

“The government’s pot 
will continue to get larger as 
additional settlement nego- 
tiations may continue, yet 
there’s no increase for direct 
payments to families and 
survivors,” Hampton said. 
“It’s dead wrong and unjust.” 

According to the report 
by the mediator, U.S. Bank- 
ruptcy Court Judge Shel- 
ley Chapman, any new deal 
would be contingent on 
having all the holdout states 


and the District of Columbia 
agree to it. She said a “super- 
majority” have agreed so far, 
but did not list which are still 
holding out. 

State attorneys general 
offices contacted Feb. 18 
by The Associated Press 
declined commentor did not 
respond. A spokeswoman 
for one branch of the Sack- 
ler family also declined to 
comment, while a represen- 
tative for the other side did 
not respond. 

In a statement, Purdue 
said it remains “focused on 
achieving our goal of provid- 
ing urgently needed funds 
to the American people for 
opioid crisis abatement.” 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Judge Robert Drain recently 
agreed to keep any opioid 
lawsuits against Purdue and 
the Sacklers on hold through 
March 3 to buy more time for 
reaching a settlement. 
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fles. $20. 

A Mano Taco Shop, 45 
High St., will offer a chipo- 
tle chicken tostada, a whole 
fried crisply snapper and a 
flan. $30. 

Cambera Farm Bakery, 
766 Main St., will offer sour- 
dough breads for $7 each; 
jalapeno bacon cheddar 
sourdough for $10; and sour- 
dough doughnut options ($2 
each, six for $10 and 13 for 
$20). 

Harp on Church, 69 
Church St., a $45 prix fixe 
meal. Appetizer options 
are tuna lotus blossom of 
honey nut squash gnoc- 
chi. Salad options are harp 
salad or Caesar salad. Entrée 
options are steak bordelaise, 
gulf shrimp risotto or Long 
Island duck confit. Dessert 
options are Guinness Stout 
créme brulee or vanilla bean 
cheesecake with strawberry 
compote. Vegetarian options 
are also available. 

Hoppy Days Diner, 931 
Main St., a $10 prix fixe 
meal. Options are an achiote 
chicken omelet, pernil loaded 
tots, a sunflower sandwich, 
“Samoa” French toast, or 
Elvis’ favorite pancake. 

Stone Row Kitchen + 
Bar, 948 Main St., a $45 prix 
fixe six-course tasting menu 
meal. Courses are cheese 
board, apple salad, mush- 
room toast, tuna tartare, duck 
carbonara and house made 
ice cream. 


iE 


Dog Lane Café offers a $20 meal of soup, sandwich and tea. DOG LANE CAFE 


The Fish Market, 1307 
Main St., offers a $20 pack- 
age with grilled salmon, crab 
cake, rice and vegetables. 

Willimantic Brew- 
ing Company, 967 Main 
St., a $35 prix fixe menu of 
muffaletta sliders, salade 
d’epinards, shrimp etouf- 
fee and a brewer’s doughnut 
with bourbon sauce. 

Grounded Coffee 
Company, 869 Main St., 
offers a $15 deal of one 
espresso, one glass of wine 
and a salted caramel brownie; 
a $20 deal of two bagel sand- 
wiches and two specialty 
lattes; and a $25 deal of two 
glasses of wine and two 
salted caramel brownies. 


Mansfield-Storrs 


Coyote Flaco, 50 Higgins 
Highway, a $35 prix fixe 
meal. Appetizer options are 
empanadas, tamal or gambas 
al ajillo. Entrée options are 
pollo al limon, combo charro 
and enchilada trio. Dessert 
options are fried ice cream 
and chocolate lava cake. 

Dog Lane Café, 1 Dog 
Lane, a choice of chowder, 
chicken-vegetable-rice soup 
or gumbo, with any whole 
sandwich and a glass of iced 
tea, ginger lemonade or half 
and-half. $20. 

Fenton River Grill, 135 
Storrs Road, a $35 prix fixe 
meal. First course options 
are Brussels sprouts or 
beet salad. Entrée courses 
are Faroe Island salmon or 
Moroccan chicken. Dessert 
options are lemon-berry 


mascarpone cake or brownie 
sundae. 

Fresh Fork Café, 1232 
Storrs Road, offers a $35 
prix fixe three-course tast- 
ing menu. Starter is vegan 
roasted carrot soup. Entrée 
is vegan garlic pasta or riga- 
toni with sausage and white 
beans. Dessert is vegan or 
regular chocolate chip cook- 
ies. 

Gansett Wraps, 12 Royce 
Circle, offers a meal for two 
with hummus, tabouleh, 
fatoosh, grape leaves, falafel, 
chicken gyro, eggplant, pita 
bread and baklava. $30. 

Hops 44, 625 Middle 
Turnpike, a $35 prix fixe 
meal. Appetizers are wings, 
fries or pickles. Entrees are 
brisket burger, pulled pork 
sandwich or pretzel flat- 
bread. Dessert is s’mores 
stuffed pretzel or apple crisp 
stuffed pretzel. 

Little Aladdin Mediter- 
ranean Grill, 1232 Storrs 
Road, $10 package deals 
in vegetarian or chicken 
shawarma, or a $30 pack- 
age deal with chicken 
kebab, koufta kebab, falafel, 
hummus, baba ghanoush, 
tahini, pita, baklava and 
hareesa. 

Stix n’ Stones Market- 
place, 1029 Storrs Road, 
offers a $5 breakfast with a 
wrap and small coffee, and a 
$10 lunch with grilled cheese 
sandwich, chips, pickle and 
Coke. 


Susan Dunne can be 
reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 
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students at her elementary 
school part of her caseload. 

Beyond providing clin- 
ical support to students 
with individual educa- 
tion plans, in a given day, 
Rijs might also meet with 
a student struggling with 
a family loss or divorce, 
connect to a community 
health agency to check 
availability, lead a staff 
discussion on self-care, 
or even don the school’s 
“froggy” mascot costume 
—asymbol of the school’s 
“Froggy Four” character 
development program. 

Fun and games aside, Rijs 
takes a serious tone when 
discussing the state of her 
student’s mental health. 

“T’ve never seen so many 
young children talking 
about suicidality, feeling 
so drained and not having 
coping skills,” Rijs said. 

In Connecticut, as else- 
where across the country, 
the pandemic has exacer- 
bated just how thin school- 
based social workers are 
stretched, with the demand 
for services swelling. The 
number of children need- 
ing behavioral health treat- 
ment at children’s hospitals 
has surged, resulting in 
long waits for inpatient and 
community-based care. 

In January, U.S. Surgeon 
General Dr. Vivek H. 
Murthy declared a 
“national youth mental 
health crisis,” acknowledg- 
ing the pandemic’s toll on 
children. 

Connecticut’s ratio of 
social worker to student 
is 580 students to one 
social worker; the national 
professional standard 
recommends one social 
worker for every 250 
students. The standard was 
developed before school- 
aged children endured 
months of isolation from 
the regular daily routine 
of school and the broad, 
adverse ramifications of 
the pandemic. 

Earlier this month, a 
state task force led by the 
Department of Public 
Health identified 157 
schools most in need of 
health care and mental 
health care services, with 
Waterbury, Bridgeport and 
New Haven at the top of the 
list. The task force report 
is designed to provide 


Research 
from Page 1 


in comparison to control 
participants, patients 
who had recovered from 
COVID-19 had significantly 
reduced aerobic capacity 
while exercising. 

The Yale researchers 
hope the findings will shed 
light on long-haul COVID- 
19 — and help validate 
patients’ experience. 

“A lot of the conven- 
tional testing comes up 
short, in the sense that 
they don’t give an explana- 


lawmakers with data to be 
used during the 2022 legis- 
lative session. 

Last week, Democratic 
lawmakers held a news 
conference highlight- 
ing their top priorities for 
the legislative session and 
acknowledging the “mental 
health fallout” from the 
pandemic. Lawmakers 
plan to introduce several 
measures supporting 
children’s mental health, 
including increasing fund- 
ing for school social work- 
ers. 

Stephen A. Wanczyk- 
Karp, executive director of 
Connecticut’s chapter of 
the National Association of 
Social Workers, said: “I’ve 
been in this field since 1977, 
and I’ve never seen this 
level of interest for social 
work” 


Unable to keep 
up with demand 


Even in districts with 
seemingly adequate mental 
health resources, some 
schools are in crisis mode. 

Carrie Rivera, assistant 
director of mental health 
services for New London 
Public Schools, describes 
the district’s efforts to 
ensure adequate student 
support: increasing the 
number of social workers at 
the secondary level, adding 
social-emotional program- 
ming to include a mindful- 
ness program for pre-K 
through eighth grade, and 
maintaining a relationship 
with a community agency 
for psychiatric evaluations. 

But the communi- 
ty’s needs are significant. 
Rivera says several families 
have lost family members 
— many of them parents 
or guardians — during the 
pandemic. The homeless 
student population has 
increased. Job loss, food 
insecurity and financial 
insecurity are running high. 
Consequently, Rivera says, 
the district has seen a huge 
uptick in student depres- 
sion, anxiety and related 
behavioral concerns. 

“We have support staff 
within every single build- 
ing,” she said. “I don’t think 
it can ever be enough right 
now. Every day there’s a 
crisis.” 

Windham’s Rijs knows 
the feeling. In a school 
year during which she’s 
never before seen students 


tion as to why these folks 
are having these symp- 
toms, and they often get 
dismissed as having anxi- 
ety or PTSD from COVID- 
19,” Singh said. “And that’s 
not the case.” 

Even though thera- 
pies and treatment for the 
reduced oxygen absorp- 
tion have yet to be fully 
developed, many study 
participants were relieved 
to receive an explana- 
tion for their symptoms, 
researchers said. 

“When the patients 
come in, their main 
concerns are the fact 


so mentally fragile, she 
says, the district eventually 
secured a one-year contract 
with a second social worker 
at her school. 

“I hope they keep the 
second social worker posi- 
tion, but I worry that it’s a 
position that could be elim- 
inated,” Rijs said. 


Obstacles to 
hiring 


Amid the enormous need 
for school-based social 
workers, whose many roles 
include “first responders” 
to student crises, lead- 
ers in the field say the 
job is often misunder- 
stood. Wanczyk-Karp says 
that frequently they are 
perceived as interchange- 
able with other mental 
health professionals such 
as school psychologists, 
whose primary responsi- 
bilities include conducting 
student psychological and 
academic assessments and 
guiding students’ academic 
success. 

A lack of recognition of 
social workers’ value to 
schools may be the cause of 
district-wide decisions like 
the one in 2015 by the Avon 
School District to elimi- 
nate its social workers and 
replace them with addi- 
tional school psychologists, 
which met with public 
outcry from parents and 
former students. Cather- 
ine Lewis, an Avon parent 
and professor emeritus of 
psychiatry at the University 
of Connecticut, was among 
those who denounced the 
district’s decision to elim- 
inate social workers. 

“They do a lot of intan- 
gibles,” Lewis said. “They 
know the pulse of the 
school.” 

Some social workers 
hope that the pandem- 
ic’s silver lining will mean 
greater recognition of 
their profession, and, 
subsequently, additional 
resources. 

“Legislation is talking 
about students’ health 
more than ever,” Rijs said. 
“We are finally in the lime- 
light” 


This story was reported 
under a partnership with 
the Connecticut Health 
I-Team (c-hit.org), a 
nonprofit news organiza- 
tion dedicated to health 
reporting. 


that they’ve seen multi- 
ple doctors and provid- 
ers, they’ve seen different 
clinics and no one is able 
to provide them with an 
answer as to why they have 
these symptoms,” Ador- 
no-Loveless said. 

“Once we see them, 
we're able to give them an 
answer and let them know 
that their symptoms are 
real and they do have a 
cause for feeling the way 
they feel.” 


Eliza Fawcett can be 
reached at elfawcett@ 
courant.com. 
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Asbestos Services Manager, said 
Thursday in an interview. “We did 
not get that many [jobs]. I knew 
they (AAIS) were getting most of 
the work. I thought it was just the 
familiarity with the people that 
dealt with the contractors.” 


‘I would call Mike’ 


Newbury said the contact for 
almost all abatement jobs was 
not Diamantis but Michael Sand- 
ers, who worked on the school 
construction grant team that 
Diamantis oversaw. Sanders 
had been doing state abatement 
contracts for years, first at the 
old Department of Public Works 
before moving to DAS. 

Sanders died in December. The 
state medical examiner’s office has 
ruled his death a drug overdose, 
but the investigation is still open. 

“I would call Mike a couple 
times a year and tell him that 
I could really use some work,” 
Newbury said. “But you know, 
when I asked Mike, he would say 
that AAIS were just cheaper.” 

A review of the pricing lists 
submitted by the four companies 
who were awarded the contract 
shows that while AAIS offered 
cheaper prices on asbestos removal 
for other jobs such as mold reme- 
diation and lead paint removal, 
the price ranges were very close 
among the four contractors. 


Sanders’ role 
Sanders is listed as the Construc- 


tion Services Associate Project 
Manager in the “memorandum of 
understanding” that transferred 
the school construction program 
from DAS to the Office of Policy 
and Management in 2019. The 
grant program went to the over- 
sight of OPM when Diamantis was 
named its deputy secretary. 

Anderson said Diamantis and 
his team, specifically Sanders, were 
in charge of the hazardous waste 
abatement contracts. 

“Municipalities are respon- 
sible for their own contractor 
procurement and contracting per 
state statutory requirements for 
bidding. Therefore, the Depart- 
ment of Administrative Services 
does not select vendors for towns,” 
Anderson said. 

Gov. Ned Lamont fired Diaman- 
tis from his OPM position on Oct. 
28, days after the federal subpoena 
was served. When told he would 
be placed on administrative leave 
from his school construction job, 
Diamantis retired. 

Diamantis had run the school 
construction grant program for 
more than six years. It’s unclear 
when Sanders joined the school 
construction grant team, but 
Newbury said Sanders was the 
only person he dealt with since the 
contract went into effect. 

A May 2020 letter from Bris- 
tol’s former corporation counsel 
Dale Clift shows that Sanders was 
deeply involved in one hazardous 
waste abatement school contract in 
Bristol in 2020. According to Clift, 
Sanders advised the city to reject 
the lowest bid, from Select Demo 
Inc., and instead hire Bestech. 

Clift’s letter said that the “direc- 
tive” delivered by Sanders was 


issued by Diamantis. 

“(Sanders) represented that 
you were directing all bids for 
abatement and demolition to be 
rejected,” Clift told Diamantis in the 
letter. “This directive came so late 
in the process and was so surpris- 
ing, the project personnel sought 
and received verbal reinforcement 
and validation of your directive 
over the next several days.” 

The city eventually hired the low 
bidder anyway. 

Sanders worked in state govern- 
ment for 27 years until he died in 
December under what police 
described as “suspicious circum- 
stances.” 

Police found the 53-year-old’s 
body at a home in Old Saybrook 
on the evening of Dec. 17. Police 
arrested the man living in the 
house and charged him with risk 
of injury to a minor and possession 
of narcotics. 

The state’s chief medical exam- 
iner later listed Sanders’ cause of 
death as an accidental overdose 
tied to cocaine and fentanyl. 


Manchester project 
questioned 


Around the same time that Bris- 
tol officials say they were being 
pressured by the state to hire 
Bestech, a similar scenario was 
playing out in Groton — this time 
involving AATS, which was not the 
low bidder for a hazardous waste 
disposal/demolition contract 
there. 

Groton also eventually chose the 
lowest bidder, Stamford Wreck- 
ing, but only after that company’s 
lawyer — New Haven attorney 


Raymond Garcia — questioned 
why his client wasn’t getting the 
contract. 

In January 2021, Garcia was 
contesting another contract in 
Manchester, which was in the 
process of renovating the Buckley 
Elementary School. In two letters 
to city officials, Garcia warned they 
needed to put the contract out to 
bid for everyone and not just the 
contractors on the state’s emer- 
gency list. 

But assistant city attorney John 
F, Sullivan responded in a letter 
saying that Manchester was just 
following the state’s guidance. 

“The contract in question is 
identified as State DAS Contract 
16psx0110. The Town is selecting 
abid from one of the four contrac- 
tors approved by the state for this 
type of work under this contract,’ 
Sullivan wrote. 

The city asked the contractors 
on the state’s list for bids, and 
three of them — AAIS, Bestech 
and Haz-Pros — submitted bids, 
with AAIS getting the contract as 
the lowest bidder, for $1.47 million. 

After the Manchester contract 
went to AAIS without Stamford 
Wrecking getting a chance to bid 
for it, Garcia took his concerns to 
Attorney General William Tong 
on Feb. 2 ina three-page letter that 
outlined how the 2017 contract 
was being circumvented. 


Anew contract 


The discussions among Garcia 
and state officials, including 
Diamantis and Assistant Attorney 
General Margaret Chapple, led to 
the issuing of a new directive to 
municipalities on March 2, 2021. 


The directive, signed by Diaman- 
tis, clarified when municipalities 
should use the state’s hazardous 
materials abatement contractors 
list for their school projects. 

The directive states that if 
municipalities planned to use one 
of the companies on the so-called 
emergency contractor list, they 
needed to solicit a minimum of 
four bid proposals in order to be 
eligible to get state funding. 

Then, in July 2021, state officials 
put the old hazardous material 
abatement contract, which was set 
to expire in April 2022, out to bid 
again in order to get more contrac- 
tors on the list. 

DAS contract “20psx0154\ 
added more contractors to the 
emergency list. In addition to 
AAIS, Bestech and Haz-Pros, 
four new companies are included: 
Manafort Brothers Inc., New 
England Yankee Construction, 
Omni Environmental and Stam- 
ford Wrecking Company, which 
had been battling the state for 
nearly a year. 

Newbury said he was notified 
about the new contract and did bid 
to stay on the list, even though he 
hasn’t gotten much work out of it. 

“T think the contract is in effect, 
but I don’t know anybody that’s 
used it yet,” Newbury said. 

State records show that only one 
purchase order has been issued 
under the new contract: a $1.45 
million purchase order on Feb. 8 
for a hazardous material reme- 
diation at Norwalk Community 
College. The contractor is AATS. 


Dave Altimari is a reporter 
for The Connecticut Mirror 
(ctmirror.org). 
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Call Attorney John H. Hagel, Jr. 
today at 860-225-3518 












Practicing in the area of 
Commercial and Residential Real Estate; 
Zoning, Planning and Land Use; 
Landlord/Tenant issues; Business Law; 
Commercial Law; Wills, Estates and 
Probate matters; Litigation; Collections; 

and Personal Injury. 


Attorney John H. Hagel, Jr. 
860-225-3518 


Attorney Hagel can be reached at 
Silver & Silver LLP 
One Liberty Square, New Britain, Connecticut 06051 
Phone - 860-225-3518 // Fax - 860-348-0612 


www.lawsilver.com 


john@lawsilver.com 


=I Ble fo) <u) 


EVERY DAY IN 


living 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Lorraine D. Zygmunt, Late of 
Old Saybrook (22-0018) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated February 
3, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Marge B. Calltharp, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Edwin Zygmunt 

c/o EDWARD MCDERMOTT CASSELLA, 
CLOUTIER & CASSELLA, LLC, 29 ELM 
STREET, OLD SAYBROOK, CT 06475 
2/22/2022 7152707 


LEGAL NOTICE 
OLD SAYBROOK HISTORIC DISTRICT 
COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF DECISION 


The Historic District Commission of 
the Town of Old Saybrook, Connecticut 
reached the following decisions at its 
regularly-scheduled meeting on Tuesday 
February 15, 2022, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Old Saybrook Town Hall, 2nd Floor 
Conference Room, 302 Main Street, 
concerning the following: 


A. Certificate of Appropriateness as to 
Exterior Features to replace an existing 
attic window with a fan lite window. 

69 Cromwell Place (Map 32/Lot 56) 
Applicant/Agent: Robert & Tamara 
Laurie 
GRANTED 


Dated at Old Saybrook, Connecticut this 
22nd _ day of February, 2022 


OLD SAYBROOK HISTORIC DISTRICT 
COMMISSION 

William Childress, Chairman 

2/22/22 7152267 


City of Bristol, Connecticut 
INVITATION TO BID 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Purchasing Department for the City of 
Bristol, Connecticut is accepting sealed 
responses on the following: 

2A22-069 Annual Requirements for 
Water and Wastewater Treatment 
Chemicals; due March 11, 2022 at 1:00 
pm 

Sealed responses via the QuestCDN 
online bidding system will be accepted 
until the due date and time as noted 
above. The City reserves the right to 
waive informalities in bid responses, 
and to accept any or all bid responses, 
if in its judgment the best interests of 
the City will be served. Submission of 
bid documents are subject to a $15.00 
bid posting fee payable to QuestCDN, 
the cost of which shall be borne solely 
by the bidder. 
The successful bidder shall not discrimi- 
nate against any employee or applicant 
for employment because of race, color, 
religion, gender, or national origin. The 
Contractor will take affirmative action 
to ensure that applicants are employed, 
and that employees are treated during 
employment without regard to their race, 
color, religion, gender, or national origin. 
Plans and specifications can be obtained 
online at the website below, or by 
contacting: 
City of Bristol Purchasing Department 
111 North Main St, Bristol, CT 06010 
Tel. (860) 584-619. 
Fax (860) 584-617 
http://www.bristolct.gov/bids 
2/22/2022 7153175 











LEGAL NOTICE 
OLD SAYBROOK ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of 
Old Saybrook will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Town Hall, First Floor Conference 
Room located at 302 Main Street, Old 
Saybrook and via teleconference 


Public Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/9 
6174417686?pwd=Zk1kWmV2VII3VVV1 
TUNtNEZRSEsOQTO9 

Meeting ID: 961 7441 7686 

Meeting Passcode: 302302 
Teleconference Dial-In: (929) 436-2866 
One Tap Mobile: 
tel://9294362866,,96174417686# 

to hear the following: 


21/22-16 Samuel & Mary Olive Stone 
seek a variance of Par 10.7.1/10.7.2 
(non-conformity enlargement/change); 
24.6.2 (building structure coverage/20% 
allowed/33.1% proposed); Par 25.5.3 
(other line setback/15’ required/2.9" 
proposed); and Par 24.5.2 (rear line 
setback/15’ required/3.5’ proposed) 
of the Zoning Regulations to construct a 
380 s.f. detached garage at 38 Bellaire 
Drive, Map 3/Lot 62, Residence A 
District, Coastal Area Management Zone. 


21/22-17C Maryam Elahi seeks a 
variance of Par 10.7.1/10.7.2 (non- 
conformity enlargement/change): Par. 
58.2 & Par 58.6 (Gateway riparian buffer 
& structure setback/100’ required/all 
activity within 100° proposed) 
and 68.1.2B9 (tidal wetland setback/50’ 
required/ 2.3’ proposed) of the Zoning 
Regulations to permit the construction of 
a 160 s.f. sunroom on existing deck and 
expand the deck by 90 s.f. at 560 Main 
Street, Map 23/Lot 9-3, Residence A 
District, Coastal Area Management Zone, 
CT River Gateway Conservation Zone, 
VE-15 Flood Zone. 


21/22-18 Frank Glowski seeks a vari- 
ance of Par 10.7.1/10.7.2 (non-confor- 
mity enlargement/change); Par 21.1.5 
(street line setback/50’ required/28.2’ 
proposed to house and 18.4’ proposed 
to deck/ramp) and Par 21.5.3 (other line 
setback/20’ required/7.4’ proposed) 
of the Zoning Regulations to allow the 
construction of a 1418 s.f. addition, a 
68 s.f. covered porch/walkway and 214 
s.f. deck with ramp at 42 Bokum Road, 
Map 57/Lot 26, Residence AAA District. 


21/22-19C Robert & Virginia Olson 
seek a variance of Par 58.2 & Par 58.6 
(Gateway riparian buffer & structure set- 
back/100' required/53.4’ to eave/51.6" 
to stairs/50.4’ to grading(fill) proposed) 
of the Zoning Regulations to permit 
the construction of a 6,394 s.f. house 
at 39 North Cove Road, Map 31/Lot 
17, Residence AA-2 District, Coastal 
Area Management Zone, Gateway 
Conservation Zone, AE10 Flood Zone. 


At this hearing, interested persons may 
appear or submit written communication 
in advance. 

Plans are available for review in the Land 
Use Department, 302 Main Street and at 
oldsaybrookct.gov/zoning-board-appeals 
Old Saybrook Zoning Board of Appeals 
Charles Gadon, Chairman. 

2/24 & 3/3/22 7152287 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Michael Darienzo (22-00090) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated February 9, 2022, 


ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 


may result in the loss of rights to recover 


on such claim. 
Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 


Kaitlyn Darienzo, 59 ist Street, New 


Britain, CT 06051 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Joseph M. Calise (20-0087 2) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 


Court, by decree dated February 4, 2022, 


ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 


may result in the loss of rights to recover 


on such claim. 
Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 


Joseph E. Calise 
c/o TIMOTHY SCOTT GOETZ, GOETZ 


LAW, LLC, 43 N. MAIN STREET, WEST 


HARTFORD, CT 06107 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Anita McGary (22-00026) 





The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated February 8, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 


may result in the loss of rights to recover 


on such claim. 
Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Michael McGary 

c/o CLAUDIA RUTH BARBIERI, BARBIERI 
LAW, LLC, 18 CEDAR STREET, PO BOX 
1445, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06050 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Vicki Jean McLellan, Late of 


Chester, AKA Vicki J. Eykelhoff (22-0078) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated February 
10, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Marge B. Calltharp, Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 


Ronald J. McLellan 

c/o ROBERT J CREAMER, ROBERT 
J CREAMER PC, 442 MAIN STREET, 
RIDGEFIELD, CT 06877 


2/22/22 7152668 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF STEPHEN J. BESEK, Late of 
Moodus, AKA STEPHEN JAMES BESEK 
(22-00024) 


The Hon. Jennifer L. Berkenstock, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of Region 
# 14 Probate Court, by decree dated 
February 17, 2022, ordered that all claims 
must be presented to the fiduciary at the 
address below. Failure to promptly pres- 
ent any such claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such claim. 


Suzanne B. Emond, Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 


Dawn Pattison 

c/o DEBORAH LYNN BARBI, JEZEK, BARBI, 
& ANTONE, PLLC, 31 W.F. PALMER RD, PO 
BOX 376, MOODUS, CT 06469 


2/22/22 : 7153880 


City of Bristol, Connecticut 
INVITATION TO BID 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Purchasing Department for the City of 
Bristol, Connecticut is accepting sealed 
responses on the following: 


2A22-067 Diesel Fuel; bids due March 
10, 2022 at 10:30 am 
2A22-068 Fuel Oil #2; bids due March 
10, 2022 at 10:35 am 


Sealed responses will be accepted until 
the due date and time as noted above. 
The City reserves the right to waive 
informalities in bid responses, and to 
accept any or all bid responses, if in its 
judgment the best interests of the City 
will be served. 


The successful bidder shall not discrimi- 
nate against any employee or applicant 
for employment because of race, color, 
religion, gender, or national origin. The 
Contractor will take affirmative action 
to ensure that applicants are employed, 
and that employees are treated during 
employment without regard to their race, 
color, religion, gender, or national origin. 


Plans and specifications can be obtained 
online at the website below, or by 
contacting: 


City of Bristol Purchasing Department 
111 North Main St, Bristol, CT 06010 
Tel. (860) 584-619 
Fax (860) 584-617 
http://www.bristolct.gov/bids 
2/22/2022 7153179 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Thanh L. Tran (22-00006) 


he Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated February 9, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 





he fiduciary is: 
Kaylie Nguyen, 61 Hayes Street, New 
Britain, CT 06053 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Robert J. Cardello (22-00018) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated February 3, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

CHRISTOPHER J DONLIN, LAW OFFICES OF, 
CHRISTOPHER J. DONLIN, 2508 WHITNEY 
AVENUE, HAMDEN, CT 06518 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Martin R. Boettner (22-00042) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated February 16, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 
Daniel T. Butler, 110 Butternut Lane, 
Kensington, CT 06037 


Extra. Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

50 Olesen Rd 

Wethersfield CT 06109 

860-266-3184 

Auction Date- March 8, 2022 1:00 PM 
4235 Chris Bachteli House goods 

3424 Dorothy Brancifort House goods 
The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 


Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

2/22, 3/1/2022 7147466 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 






ESTATE OF Margaret Ann Suszczynski, Late 
of Kentucky, AKA Marjorie Suszczynski 
(21-0729) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated February 
16, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 





Marge B. Calltharp, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 
Tara L. Honaker, 2712 Suzanne Circle, 
Lexington, KY 40511 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Ronald E. Griggs (22-00048) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated February 16, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

John Hage 

c/o THOMAS M FLANAGAN, THOMAS M. 
FLANAGAN,PC, 38 WOODLAND STREET, 
41RST FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06105 


NOTICE 


Extra. Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

132 Silas Deane Highway 

Wethersfield, CT 06109 

860-916-0534 

Auction Date- March 8,2022 1:00 PM 
312 Deborah Walsh House goods 

352 Dawn Koonce House goods 

364 Julio Cesar Mendez House goods 
458 Jesus Ortiz House goods 

314 Henshaw Inim House goods 

The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

2/22, 3/1/2022 7151688 
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article plaques from the Hartford Courant. 


Whether you want to tout a business achievement, 
remember a special moment or honor a loved one, tell 
your story with a custom article plaque. Featuring the 
Hartford Courant masthead and a personalized nameplate, 
plaques are available in wood or acrylic and can be 
used to commemorate occasions including: 


Special Announcements - Business Milestones 
Memorial Obituaries - and More! 














@ Adopt US Kids 


I asked what kind of family 
Amina wanted. She said, 

‘A family like yours.’ That’s 
when I knew I had to adopt her. 


Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina 


LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN 
YOU CAN’T IMAGINE THE REWARD 
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LGBTQ representation grows with streamers 


Study finds number 
of scripted TV series 
characters increased 


By Lynn Elber 
Associated Press 


LGBTQ representation 
on scripted TV series has 
grown along with the foot- 
print of streaming services, 
according to an annual 
study by the advocacy 
group GLAAD. 

“TV is leading enter- 
tainment in telling LGBTQ 
stories,” Sarah Kate Ellis, 
president and CEO of 
GLAAD, said in the “Where 
We Are on TV” report on 
the 2021-22 season that was 
recently released. 

In recognition of the 
increased number and 
profile of streaming 
services, the study added 
five relative newcom- 
ers to the usual trio — 
Amazon, Hulu and Netflix 
— included in previous 
GLAAD diversity tallies. 

Broadcast networks and 
cable channels are part of 
the study, which also looks 
at broadcast representation 
of women, people of color 
and those with disabilities. 

Netflix, which has 
consistently topped its 
streaming competitors in 





Lee Rodriguez, left, and Christina Kartchner in the series “Never Have | Ever,’ an inclusive comedy. NETFLIX 


deemed anti-transgender 
humor. 
Netflix co-CEO Ted 


tion that the rebound didn’t 
leave behind LGBTQ depic- 
tions. The growth in stream- 


its leadin LGBTQ 
depictions are foreign- 
language dramas with 


“The Sex Lives of College 
Girls” and “Sort Of.” 


welcome and “noteworthy 
change” from TV’s criti- 
cized portrayal of queer 
women as tragic figures. 

Although networks 
field shows with multi- 
ple LGBTQ characters, 
including “Station 19” and 
“Batwoman,” there has yet 
to be a series with a major- 
ity LGBTQ cast, the study 
said. In contrast, cable and 
streaming have offered 
several, including “Pose,” 
“Queer as Folk” and “Tales 
of the City.” 

Among series regulars, 
characters of color reached 
arecord 50%, up 4 percent- 
age points from the previ- 
ous season, while the share 
of female series regulars 
hit a new high of 47%. But 
network depictions of 
characters with disabili- 
ties dropped to 2.8%, just 
22 characters, from a high 
of 3.5%. 


Cable channels: Two years 
ago, GLAAD said that it 
asked all TV platforms to 
commit to people of color 
making up at least half of 
LGBTQ characters, and 
broadcast and cable met the 
challenge. 

“Unfortunately, this year 
cable moved backward,” the 
report said, dropping from 
52% to 45%. 





LGBTQ inclusivity, accord- Sarandoslatersaidheerred ing services — including queer stories, the report Broadcast networks: Of Asharp jump in the 
ingto GLAAD, ranked first in addressing employee Apple TV+, Disney+, HBO said, including “Young the 775 regularly appear- number of recurring 
again, with 155 regularly concerns, but the special Max, Paramount+ and Royals” from Sweden, ing series characters on LGBTQ characters on cable 
seen or recurring charac- remained onthe streaming  Peacock—openedthedoor “Rebelde” from Mexico networks in prime time, 92 series, along with an uptick 
ters onitsoriginalcomedy __ service. for more inclusive fare. and “Elite” from Spain. (11.9%) were LGBTQ. The among regular charac- 
and drama series. “Tt would be disin- The followingareamong They join the inclusive previousrecordhigh inthe ters, brought the combined 
By comparison, prime- genuous to shine a light the report’s findings, by Netflix comedies “Never 2019-20 report, was 10.2%. total to 138 on prime-time 
time series on the ABC, on Netflix’s inclusive platform. Have I Ever,” “Q-Force” Combining recurring and scripted cable originals. 
CBS, CW, Fox and NBC programming without also and “Sex Education.” regular roles, LGBTQ char- —‘ That’s up from last season’s 
networks include a being clear on the harm Streaming: There were HBO Max, which acters totaled 141, a “signifi- 118, but a significant drop 
combined 141 LGBTQ Netflix did to the LGBTQ 358 regularly seen and launched in spring 2020, cant increase” over lastyear’s from the 215 characters of 
characters this season, community this pastfallby | recurring LGBTQ charac- landed in second place in tally of 101, the report said. two years ago. 
according to the study. doubling down on giving tersinseries offered bythe __ its first GLAAD tally. The Ina first-time finding, With a total of 35 LGBTQ 
But GLAAD offered anti-LGBTQ content the eight streaming services service “quickly built a lesbians represent the characters — including 16 
thinly veiled criticism of reach and legitimacy of includedinthestudy—an reputation for standout majority of LGBTQ char- on “The L Word: Gener- 
Netflix over its handling their platform and brand,” increase of 217 from last LGBTQ-inclusivecomedy acters on broadcast, with ation Q” and four on 
of Dave Chappelle’s 2021 the report said. year’s total found on three series,” the report said, new charactersintroduced newcomer “Yellowjackets” 
special “The Closer,’ which After the pandemic streaming services. (Last with the majority of its 71 in series such as “NCIS: — Showtime was found to 
was faulted by people reduced the TV industry’s year, only Amazon, Hulu LGBTQ characters found Hawai'i” and “Law & be the most LGBTQ-inclu- 
inside and outside the output last year, theGLAAD and Netflix were tracked.) oncomedies, includingthe Order: Organized Crime.” sive cable network after 
company for what they report expressed satisfac- Helping Netflix retain Emmy-winning “Hacks,” The study called it a ranking third last season. 
CELEBRITIES 


The Weeknd to present music special 


From news services 


The Weeknd will pres- 
ent an immersive music 
special, “The Dawn FM 
Experience,” Saturday on 
Amazon Prime Video. 

According to the 
announcement, the special 
“expands the Weeknd’s 
latest album, ‘Dawn FM’ 
into a mesmerizing visual, 
creating a theatrical 
performance event that 
will envelope audiences in 
its unnerving and moody 
world.” 

“I’m ecstatic to partner 
with Amazon to premiere 
the most elaborate live TV 
special I’ve ever done,” the 
Weeknd said in a state- 
ment. “Welcome to the 
next phase of Dawn FM 
—a purgatory otherworld 
where live performance, 
theater and performance 
art collide for a night out at 
the club.” 

Music from the show 
will be available for fans 
to stream as an eight-track 
live EP exclusively on 
Amazon Music. 


Music entrepreneur 
Edwards dies: Jamal 
Edwards, 31, a British 
music entrepreneur who 
championed U.K. rap and 
grime and helped launch 
the careers of artists such 
as Ed Sheeran, Jessie J 
and Stormzy, has died. His 
mother, Brenda Edwards, 
said Monday that her son 
died the day before after a 
sudden illness. 

Edwards founded the 
online music channel 
SBTV as a teenager in 
2006. Frustrated that he 
could not find the music 
he loved online, he began 
filming performances 
by friends in his west 
London neighborhood. 
SBTV now has more than 
1.2 million subscribers on 
YouTube and has helped a 
generation of performers, 
including rappers such as 
Stormzy, Skepta and Dave, 
gain national and interna- 
tional attention. 

Edwards was given 
an MBE, an honor from 


al a- 


Saturday’s show will be “the most elaborate live TV special 





I’ve ever done,’ The Weeknd said. KEVIN WINTER/GETTY 2021 


the queen, in 2014 for 
services to music and 

was an ambassador for 
Prince Charles’ charity, the 
Prince’s Trust. 


‘Uncharted’ tops box 
office: Tom Holland might 
be without his Spider-Man 
suit in “Uncharted,” but his 
latest action-adventure is 
still doing good business at 
the North American box 
office. 

The video game adapta- 
tion starring Holland and 
Mark Wahlberg is on its 
way to earning $51 million 
over the Presidents Day 
weekend, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 
Sony Pictures estimated 
its Friday through Sunday 
grosses will be $44.2 
million, putting it at No. 1. 

Sony also released the 
megahit “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home” exclusively in 
theaters late last year. That 
Holland-led enterprise has 
now earned over $770.1 
million in North America 
and is the No. 3 domestic 


release of all time. 

The weekend’s other 
new opener, “Dog,” found 
amodest audience too and 
landed in second place. 
United Artists estimates 
Channing Tatum’s “Dog,” 
which he co-directed, will 
earn $15.1 million for the 
weekend and $18.1 million 
including Monday. 

In its second week- 
end Kenneth Branagh’s 
‘Death on the Nile” landed 
in fourth place with $6.3 
million, behind “Spider- 
Man’s” $7.2 million, while 
‘Jackass Forever” took fifth 
place with $5.2 million. 


Feb. 22 birthdays: Actor 
Paul Dooley is 94. Actor 
John Ashton is 74. Actor 
Julie Walters is 72. Actor 
Ellen Greene is 71. Actor 
Kyle MacLachlan is 63. 
Comedian Rachel Dratch 
is 56. Actor Jeri Ryan is 
54. TV personality Clin- 
ton Kelly is 53. Actor Jose 
Solano is 51. Actor Drew 
Barrymore is 47. Actor 
Daniel E. Smith is 32. 
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ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 





Friendship frozen with no change in sight 


Dear Amy: “Julie” and I 
have been friends for about 
13 years, ever since we 
were college roommates. 

It was originally a good 
relationship, but for about 
the past eight years, she 
has been absolutely miser- 
able. 

Thave listened with 
compassion, tried to be 
there, offered any help 
Ican think of, tried to 
give advice when asked, 
suggested she talktoa 
therapist, etc., but she does 
not make any changes, and 
nothing seems to help. 

She dislikes her job, 
the town she lives in, her 
husband, absolutely every- 
thing. 

Ican barely get a word 
in because she is always 
complaining. I feel like I 
am not being empathetic 
because I can barely stand 
to talk to her anymore. 

It would be easier for 
me to continue our rela- 
tionship if she made any 
changes to make her life 
more fulfilling for herself. 

Ihave three small kids, 
a full-time job and many 
extended family obliga- 
tions. 

For the past month, I 
have really tried to draw 
back and just say that ’m 
busy when she wants to 
talk, but now she’s calling 
and texting multiple times 
a day because I think she 
can tell I would like some 
distance. 

How dol distance 
myself in the kindest way 
possible? 

— Unsure of Friend 
Obligations 


Dear Unsure: To recap: 
“Julie” does not make 
any changes, and nothing 
seems to help. 

The reason nothing 
seems to help is because 
Julie doesn’t make any 


changes. 

Venting is exactly that: 
letting off steam from 
aboiling kettle. But the 
kettle always boils again 
until you find a way to 
adjust the flame. Julie 
hasn’t found a way to do 
that. 

You are now dodg- 
ing her and, because 
you’ve reached friendship 
end-stage, you could try 
one last time to help her 
by essentially taking over 
aconversation and — for 
once — having it be all 
about you. 

Try: “It’s as if your prob- 
lems have taken up all the 
space where our friend- 
ship used to be. But I havea 
life, too, and I have my own 
stresses and heartaches. 
Good things, too! I miss 
our friendship because I 
want to share these things. 
That’s why I’ve pulled 
away recently. I hope we 
can find our way back.” 


Dear Amy: I am happily 
married, and after moving 
to anew town, I have 
found a position as a bar 
manager. I have worked 
in the hospitality industry 
as a server, bartender and 
supervisor for many years, 
but this time it is different 
and difficult because I am 
butting heads with a male 
manager. 

Ilike the place, it’s 
very close to home, and 
except for him, the staff is 
wonderful. He is conde- 
scending, controlling and 
he is just not pleasant to 
work with — for anyone. 

But he has been there 
over five years, whereas I 
am five months in. I have 
gathered from the way 
he talks that he is in an 
unhappy marriage and 
would rather be at work 
than at home. In contrast, 
Tenjoy the job, but I have 


a life outside, and I intend 
to live it. 

Iam at the point where 
I wonder ifit is worth it to 
work under these condi- 
tions. 

Ido have other options, 
but I have never let anyone 
make me leave ajob. Can 
you give me your insight? 
It’s causing me unneces- 
sary stress and anxiety. 

— Should I Stay or Go 


Dear Stay or Go: I say, 
exercise your options. 
T understand that your 
professional experience 
and personal grit might 
make it seem like a capit- 
ulation but think of it this 
way: the person making 
you leave this job is not 
your manager, but you. 
You are being strong, 
resilient and decisive. Line 
up your next job, do your 
best to assess in advance 
whether it will be a genu- 
ine improvement for you, 
and let the last round be 
on you. 


Dear Amy: “Loving 
Husband” has a wife who 
wants to open her own 
business with no business 
plan. They should look 
into classes at their local 
community college or 
university. 

I told my son I’d support 
him once he finished the 
program. He learned so 
much and now realizes 
why so many businesses 
fail. He decided to wait 
until he has the expertise 
and contacts he needs to 
succeed. 

— Supportive Parent 


Dear Parent: Great advice. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 
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TVO&A 


Why do some channels block 
out portions of the TV screen? 


By Rich Heldenfels 
Tribune News Service 


Q: Why do certain TV 
channels block out a por- 
tion of the screen, either 
on the top and bottom or 
both sides? 

A: There’s a long answer to 
that short question. Screen 
pictures can be described 
as the ratio between the 
width and height of the 
image, and for along time, 
the most common ratio 
was 4:3 or 1.33:1, what 
older adults remember as 
the standard TV screen 
size. 

One of the ways that 
the movie industry tried 
to woo defectors to TV 
watching in the 1950s 
was with a wider screen 
image that could not be 
duplicated on TV. (There 
are different widescreen 
aspects, but acommon one 
is 16:9 or 1.78:1.) For years, 
widescreen productions 
were modified in telecasts 
and home video releases to 
fit the standard TV screen, 
either by trimming the 
image or by an awkward 
presentation known as 
pan-and-scan. 

Eventually fans were 
able to find movies 
on video and TV that 
preserved the widescreen 
image with “black bars” at 
the top and bottom of the 
screen, what was called 
letterboxing. In the early 
90s, widescreen TVs 
became available, and 1997 
brought “Feds,” the first 
network TV series in wide- 
screen. But images of older 
productions shot in 4:3 did 
not fill a widescreen TV 
set’s image, leading to the 
appearance of the black 
bars on the sides of wides- 
creen TV sets when older 
programming aired. 

There are many nuances 
to this issue, including 
arguments about whether 
some films and shows are 
airing in the proper aspect 
ratio; Netflix and Disney+ 


Richard Schiff in “The Good Doctor; which is scheduled to 





return with new episodes Feb. 28. ABC 


have been among those 
facing criticism on that 
front. And filmmakers do 
not feel bound by one ratio. 
For example, the recent 
“The Tragedy of Macbeth,” 
with Denzel Washington, 
used 4:3 as an effective 
dramatic device. The 2019 
film “Waves” used several 
different ratios as part of 
its storytelling. We could 
also talk about settings on 
TV sets that let you change 
how the image fits your 
screen. But basically a 
viewing diet will probably 
include a variety of aspect 
ratios. 


Q: Will““The Good Doctor” 
air new episodes? 

A: After planning to hold 

it off until spring, ABC 

is returning “The Good 
Doctor” to its Monday 
lineup on Feb. 28. The 
reason: the disappointing 
numbers for the drama 
“Promised Land.” Accord- 
ing to Deadline.com, 
“Promised Land” will have 
its last ABC telecast on Feb. 
21; the remaining episodes 
will then arrive weekly on 
Hulu beginning March 1. 


Q: Why isn’t “Surreal- 
Estate” coming back? 

A: Syfy decided last fall not 
to order asecond season of 
the Canada-based para- 
normal drama. Series 
creator and executive 


| 
| 
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producer George R. Olson 
has vowed to find anew 
home for the series, but 
so far I have not seen an 
announcement of one. 


Q: There were two medical 
shows on network TV last 
year, “Nurses” and “Trans- 
plant.” am wondering if 
either of them will return. 
A: “Transplant” will be 
back on NBC on March 6. 
The network decided not 
to pick up another round of 
“Nurses.” A second season 
has aired in Canada, but 
Ihave not seen news ofa 
US. home for it. 


Q: 1am looking for the 
name of a movie where 
awoman from England 
and aman from America 
come to Italy to attend 
their respective parents’ 
funeral only to find that 
the parents had an annual 
two-week affair for many 
years. Sound familiar? 

A: That’s “Avanti!” a 

1972 movie starring Jack 
Lemmon and Juliet Mills, 
and directed by Billy 
Wilder. 


Do you have a question 

or comment about 
entertainment past, present 
and future? Write to Rich 
Heldenfels, P.O. Box 417, 
Mogadore, OH 44260, 

or brenfels@gmail.com. 
Letters may be edited. 





HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
Being criticized today 
doesn’t mean you’re 
useless. Share your worries 
with others. Any anxiet- 
ies will probably feel less 
significant when you give 
voice to them. No one can 
expect to get everything 
right. Making mistakes is 
all part of learning. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20): You could be mad at 
someone for not keeping 
up their end ofa bargain, 
which can make you 
wonder if it’s worth trust- 
ing them. It’s probably 
worth it to look into why 
they let you down. Maybe 
there was a misunder- 
standing. Try to clarify 
your expectations. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Energy might be in short 
supply. Even doing your 
everyday tasks could be 
tiring, and if you want to 
vent, sympathy may be 
difficult to find. It would 
be easy to start thinking no 
one likes you. Negativity 
breeds negativity, and you 
may be making mountains 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Other people’s needs 
could outweigh your own. 
Domestic obligations may 
eat into your time, but the 
quicker you meet them, 
the sooner you'll be able to 
get back to more entertain- 
ing matters. Ifyou throw 
yourself into whatever 
needs doing, you could 
find satisfaction in a job 
well done. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
The subtle signals people 
give when talking could 
slip under your radar 
today. While their words 
matter, sometimes people 
say what they think you 
want to hear. Make an 
extra effort to watch their 
body language and pay 
attention to their tone. You 
can always directly ask. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Your finances could be 
tighter than usual. That 
doesn’t mean you can’t 
manage. If someone 

offers you a short loan, 

you may not feel comfort- 
able accepting it. If you’re 
really struggling, you could 
accept while being clear 
about when and how you'll 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The past could come 
back to haunt you. You 
could wallow in guilt, or 
you could decide to do 
something about it. Ifit’s 
possible to make amends, 
the sooner you make a 
move, the better you’re 
likely to feel. If not, you 
may have to accept that 
this is the way things are 
and move on. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Not everyone you 
know is a delight to be with 
today. If you have to attend 
aboring event or activity, 
maybe you can minimize 
your time there or take a 
friendly face along with 
you. It’s unlikely that you 
can avoid your obligations, 
so just make an effort to 
keep your head up. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.18): 
You could feel frustrated 

if work gets in the way of 
your personal life. Chances 
are that you won’t have as 
much spare time as you’d 
like. Even when you do, 
you may feel too worn out 
to take much advantage 

of it. Ifthe pressure gets a 
bit much, there’s nothing 





out of molehills. pay itback. wrong with seeking help. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22): Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
Having fun can be hard 21): Feeling lonely today 20): It can shake you if the 
work. It can become even is much more likely if world doesn’t work how 
harder ifyoustart fretting  youstay alone! Although you expect —particularly 
about doing it wrong. If reaching out can take if you put your confidence 
you would prefertospend __ effort, you may need to in someone and they let 
abit of your time alone be more upfront. You you down. No matter how 
gettingon withsomething could endup pleasantly good their intentions were, 
your friends find yawn- surprised when those something could have 
ingly tedious, that’s OK. around you are willing to come up. That doesn’t 
They mightbehappythat | gooutoftheirwaytomake meanyourtrustinthem 
you’re enjoying yourself. your life a little easier. was misplaced. 
TOD AY I N In1959, the inaugural succeeded in cloning an 
Daytona 500 race was adult mammal, produc- 
H I ST ORY held. ing a lamb named “Dolly.” 
(Dolly was later put down 
In1980, the “Miracle on after a short life marred by 
Associated Press Ice” took place in New disease.) 
York, as the United States 
On Feb. 22,1732, George Olympic hockey team In 2021, the number of U.S. 
Washington, was born in upset the Soviets, 4-3. deaths from COVID-19 
Westmoreland County in topped 500,000. Also, poet, 
the Virginia Colony. In 1987, pop artist Andy publisher and bookseller 
Warhol died at age 58. Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
In 1935, it became illegal who helped launch and 
for airplanes to flyoverthe —_1n1997, scientists in Scot- perpetuate the Beat move- 
White House. land announced they had ment, died at age 101. 


KOHLER. V\Valk-In Bath 


IT’S MORE THAN JUST A BATH. 


P\'/.\ WV: 1 
P\cy\| ile) am 
PRE-ORDER!" ‘ 


Disney World at 50 


Celebrate the rich and fascinating 
history of Disney World with this 
stunning retrospective, featuring 
original coverage and over 100 
photos from our archives. 


| TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


Shop now at 
tribpub.com/disneybook 


or call (866) 545-3534 


*Available for pre-order only. 
Books will begin to ship on or before 2/28/22. 


@) THIS MONTH ONLY 


2) Oh O] al 


Professional Walk-In Bath Installation’ 
+ SPECIAL FINANCING OFFER 























No Payments for 18 MONTHS” 


Call today for your FREE in-home quote! 


(\) (860) 249-0352 


+Offer ends February 28, 2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; Hl; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, 
NY. 50% off installation labor applies to the installation of the Walk-In Bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing and electrical. 
Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. “Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed 
during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is 
no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by 
federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans 
extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are 
federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky@ is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the 
loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 





ey 
Scan QR code to play online. 




















































































































SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: | 1 2 | 3 || 4 Wordsearch: fun together 299 
Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk. GMBACKGAMMONBMODATE 
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by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


SUNS INES 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Bill, | need you 
awake, please. 


Rise and shine. 





©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 











GELAPU_ 


YN 
Z| 






Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


YN — 
WHEN HE DOZED OFF IN 
THE MATH CLASS, THE 
TEACHER SAID -—— 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


SOTOSS OOO SG 
KWAN SA KWAN AKA KWAK ARNLA KWANLA 


PLAGUE CARAFE 





hs A 





- Jumbles: MUDDY DINKY 
Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 10/9/16 BIAIRIT{E|N{D/E|R Answer: When he dozed off in the math class, the 
teacher said — UP AND “ADD-’EM” 
ACROSS 36 Seymour or Pauley ARROW WORDS 
1 “The Twilight __” 37 Kermit, for one 


5 Actor __ Hunter 

8 Miners’ discoveries 

9 __ Butler of “Grace Under Fire” 

12 Painful muscle contraction 

13 “Welcome Back, __” 

14 “Deal ___ Deal” 

15 “Yours, __ & Ours”; film for 
Dennis Quaid and Rene Russo 

16 Goodman or Cariou 

18 “__ the Bounty Hunter” 


38 Actor Peter __ 

40 “Rebel Without a __”; James 
Dean movie 

41 Daly’s namesakes 

42 Prefix for freeze or trust 

43 Ending for Japan or Nepal 

44 Late Arthur of tennis 


DOWN 
1 Old Guy Williams series about a 


19 “Auntie __”; Rosalind Russell masked swordsman 
movie “The Real Housewives of __” Plausible 
20 “Escape __”; film for Stallone James Mason’s role in “20,000 Assess 


and Schwarzenegger 
21 “Unhappily __ After” 
23 Davis or Midler 
24 “Spin _” 
25 Series for Alan Alda 
26 Uris and Spinks 
28 __ vera; lotion ingredient 
29 “__ Bloods” 
30 “Chicago __” 
32 Refrain syllable 
35 Sermon topic 


olnlels 
{eo} E|s 





lala 
BIR 
lo|T] 











1OAGANE 





©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 10/8/16 
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KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 


SJ5a 


Leagues Under the Sea” 

Sixth sense, for short 

Steak lover’s choice 

Johnson of “Laugh-In” 

“You __ Your Life”; Groucho’s 

series 

10 “To __”; 2016 game show 

11 Actor Williams 

12 Fish-and-chips fish, often 

13 Sister of Khloé and Kourtney 

15 Role on “Little House on the 
Prairie” 

17 180° from SSW 

19 New York baseball team 

20 Mexico’s currency 

22 Grape bearer 

23 Actor Christian __ 

25 Actress Winningham 

26 Pounds: abbr. 


NO Wr 


Synthetic 


Concerned 
person 


Poles' 


Buddy 


Paint 
poorly 


j Cashew, lan or 
Plot out 
Dog doc 
Bond 
player 


Cuban 
export 


Twisted 


Boeing 
eg 
Choir 
members 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


F Russian 
Press for ha Corn spike 


Betting 
tactic 
747, e.g. 
Bona fide 


EEE 


"Little 
Women" 
sister 


Gym unit 


27 __ Ness; Robert Stack’s role on 
“The Untouchables” 


Pardon 
Snowball 


thrower 


30 Untrue 

31 Ending for Paul or Max 

33 __ O’Donnell 

34 “Ice __”; hit animated movie 
36 Pesci and Penny 

37 Groupies 

39 “__ Tree Hill” 

40 President Arthur’s monogram 


Arm of the 
sea 
Secret Woodland 
meetings deity 


©2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 





5/16/20 








Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Tuesday, February 22,2022 7 





Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 


DOGBERT THE 
FINANCIAL EXPERT 


MOM LOVES 
(0) hes HER 


THAT’S WHY 


ALWAYS BUY A 
COVERED CALL OPTION 
ON YOUR LONG BOND 
INDEX DEPRECIATION 
LEVERAGE RATIO. 


THAT 


T ONLY SAY IT 
MAKES 
ZERO 10 PEOPLE WHO 


DO YOU HAVE ANY SENSE, ARE NEW TO 


ADVICE FOR PEOPLE WHO 
ARE NEW TO INVESTING? 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


INVESTING. 


‘www.snoopy.com 





DILBERT.COM 









2-22-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





100K, I JUST THINK 
THISIGQUR WHAT THE JESOUD HAVE SOME 


ubin and Frank McLaughlin 
WEDDING, IG VEAL GROUND RULES FOR Wa - 


/ } EST, OIMMY! YOU CHECK IN FOR 
ld = 16], OKAY? GOT SOME- ~ BB => HEY, ; SMITH a WAKE 
a THING FoR wll +) PRANIT! = HIM UP ON THE 
EF : 3 5 way BACK! 


www.doonesbury.com 


‘Andrews McMeel Syndication ©1997 G.B. Trudeau 


| 
> : & 
i yy — 
y 
OH, SORRY, | WAS... LIM, = 
k HINKING ABOUT MADISON. Lies, L gd 










THEY CAN'T 
SLEEP ALL DAY... GREAT LINES HERE! THEY'RE | ALSO LIKE YOUR USE OF | DONT KNOW. | GUESS 
VERY SURE, YET EASY NEGATIVE SPACE. HOW LONG SINCE | WAS A KID. | HAVE 
HIT THE ROAD, HAVE YOU BEEN DRAWING, CAL? OTHER INTERESTS...BUT 
MR. COMEDIAN mm YOUR CLASS IS MY 
Y 9 FAVORITE! 





2/22/22 


Wi 
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 





Rex Morgan, M.D. By Terry Beatty 
MR. THORSON, WHAT A OH, HE GOT REAL EXCITED WHEN HE VY HE SAID HE HAD IT IN FOR 










1 CAN'T BELIEVE YOU'RE STILL DRIVING THAT OLD JUST YESTERDAY, 1 WAS TM TIRED OF HIS 






} DO YOU HAVE TO TELL US }'/ HEARD THE NEWS ABOUT MISS MORGAN HER DAD THERE, AND HE 
DESOTO. YOU SHOULD DRIVE A SWEDISH CAR, LIKE ME! Pb hs papa SAAB STORIES. ABOUT MR. BELLUSOP HERE BEING THE A/77¥Y COP WRITE KNEW HOW HE COULD FIX 
AND T APPROACHED A TIGHT s - 







\V 
IN THE ROAD AND THE CAR WIGQ¥aS 
THE CURVE WITH SUCH STEALTH AND DEXTE ) 
ND RL CORD DO WAS RARVEL AT THE ENGINEER 















YOU'RE NOT GOING TO GEORGE 
TOAST YOUR POP-TARTS? | BURNS SAID 
5] HE WAS 50 
OLD HE DIDN'T 
BUY GREEN 







BANANAG... 


- = ) \/ a “4 i \ f 
‘ | A ; f 
zs a4 i He NLEY : 
E i Z ry AWWW, THIS IS EVEN BETTER THAN 
> é \ Een = \ YOUR “PANCAKE HUG.” / 


(2% 


Parke, DSL by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 





























































WHAT ARE \ THAT DOG I$ DOING WATCH AND TONORROW 
YOU HIS BUSINESS ON Me 1S 2-23-22. se Tee Tle 46 
OUR LAWN AGAIN, _/ THURSDAY! 
j FOUR TWO'S BINGO NIGHT! 
s| (WITH A THREE IN THE 
§ Tis 
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§ 
3 
g 
— 
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Mutts By Patrick McDonnell 


JUST BRING VERY GOOD... 
eiaasia Two ONE CALAINAR ONE AAR 
- AND WE’ \ i 
TWENTY-TW 
del SPLIT IT! - 
TWENTY-TWO. 
a a 
me ; &S si 
m site s.com www.kingfeatures.com \\ 





THESE SEA URCHINS ARE AND WE'RE REMOVING A 
DELICIOUS! NUMEROUS INVASIVE 
SPECIES FROM THE 
ENVIRONMENT, 


alexhallatt.com 























DID YOU CATCH ANY ¥ Y AY MOTHER WANTED / = BE sve prey = 
WINTER. OLYMPICS, "4 EBPERATELY FoR | = eT {| MARRIED FOR 
DANA? << mero WNoeoD | m CN BOLO || TEN years 


I CANT onli ea : ORDERS? 
genio weceue , IN THE OLYMPICS! ff si 


To WATCH, 





Wizardofid.com 





<7 
WHO WAS GONNA We OH YEAH? MAYBE 
BUY YOUR GARBAGE, GET OFF WE OUGHT TO 
SATCHEL? YOU'D HAVE | & . | HAVE A QUick 
BEEN SUED, ANYWAY, K 
ALL YOUR ARTIFACTS 
WERE FAKE. 


2022, Ro STUDIOS DIST. BY KING FEATURES 


| BaF a pais at RHYMES WITHGRANGE COM! 


Huaeye. Paice 


E ICEBERG 
KE A SUPER 


THE ONE TIM 
FELT LI 


THANK YOU, BUT THAT WASN'T TO WIESE NE 
EXACTLY MY GAME PLAN WHEN T 
1 STARTED IT yi nee rl : 
ANDYOUR FIRST _ Ye 
GENETIC TREATMENT: 


00 YOU FEEL ANY 
DIFFERENT, SiR? 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 


TORNING IT SOTHE DIRTS 
ON THE INSIDE | 


Hey, LiZ-1 HATE TO ASK, | 8 | SURE-BUT IT HASTA BE 
CAN | BORROW YouR CLEANED FIRST. ff 









it. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 






CAVE DRAWINGS 
WEREN'T CUTTING IT 
ANYMORE. 











HE THINKS HE CAN 
GOOF OFF IF THERES 
NOTHING TO PICK UP 


WHO STARTED 
THIS CAMPAIGN @ 









r STOP 
LITTERING 


LITTER 
HURTS 





OUR LAST ONE 
WAS A FLOP. 


NOW ALL WE 
CAN AFFORD 
1S A FLAT. 


AND THEN 
FLIP THEM. 


WE LIKE TO FIX 
UP HOUSES... 





THE ENGLISH ARMY |S 
TRYING TO RETAKE 
THE CASTLE.’ 








UA..\NAATS TANT 
ALL ABOUT? 


OA, LWA JUSTTRNING 
yO BE HELPFUL Hy 


hARRRGH! 
NoT HELPING, 
DANKE!!! 








GFOTIEN PING JOE ROGAN 
K RONDRED MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR Lb 






Use & LITTLE 
FL INSPIRATION 





i \I 


4 WE @'Z2WILGY INKL, 2-22 
= Por - DIST. BY ANOREWS MCNGEL SINDICKTION GOCOINIG. CON. WILEY INK@EARTHLINK, NET _ 


Curtis By Ray Billingsley 


DADNOU LOOK PRETTY THANK NOU, CURTIS, LOWE ITALLTO MY — of THOSE FEW WORDS 

GOOD FOR A MAN BUT 1 CANT TAKE DAILY CONSUMPTION OF 8] *...FOR A MAN YOUR 
ALL THE CREDIT... RAW PIGS' HEARTS AND 2} AGE...” MAKE A 

SATANIC CHANTS =} COMPLIMENT SOUND 


EVERY NIGHT. 


; LIKE AN \NSULT 























SPATULA? HUH 2.04, WELL, NOT To BRAG, 
YEAH, YOURE RIGHT, BUT | CAN FORGET 
(LAM, HMM WELL, WHAT I'M DOING 
GOOD QUESTION. WHILE ('M DOING IT, 









MY SCHOOL IS 
PUTTING ON A 
TALENT SHOW. 


WILL 40U BE SHOWCASING 
4OUR TALENT FOR EATING A 
WEEKS WORTH OFGROCERIES 
IN AN AFTERNOON? 


Partnership. Olst.by King F 












TT Pele Be PATIENT 
 LWHLE THE MATTER 
1G TAKEN UNDER 


ADNIGEMENT. 


119 OBMIODS THAT WE 
Ax \ GOTH LOVE THs CHAIK.- 







f 


© 2022 UFS, Inc. 
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GEAH, I WAS ff 
BAKING MOM | 
7 ABIRTHDAG F 
a CAKE IN THE 
OV 


weBUT THE 

HEAT MELTE? 
ALL THE 
ES. 


i Ci ———™ 











CROSSWORD 
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Across 54 With 55-Down, 5 Song sung by have grown and 
1 TV host with her superhero alter a toon mining moved 
“OWN” network ego septet 33 __ Pointe, 
6 Avoider of foods 56 Sefiora Perén 6 Facade Michigan 
from animals 57 Practical 7 Otherwise 35 Speech 
Tl Weep judgment... 8 “Dilbert” cry platforms 

14 “A penny saved and a hint to 9 From__B:basic 39 2020 Super Bowl 
..” is one the starts of step number 

15 Thrill the answersto 10 Periodof change 42 Yr. starter 

16 “Into ___ Woods” starred clues that’s “ushered 43 Khartoum’s 

17 *Chic runway 3 Tennis call in” land 
event 64 Coin flip call 11 Diva's goal 44 Eyes closely 

19 Actress de 65 Baseball’s 12 “That’s awful!” 46 Bigwig 
Armas Shohei Ohtani, 13 Coffeesource 47 “Wecando 

20 Not clash notably 18 The first of them without him” 

21 Zac of “High 66 “Black-ish” was sold March 52 Conducted, asa 
School Musical” patriarch 6, 1912 meeting 
films 67 Scents 22 Spatreatment 53 Eternally 

23 Mex.neighbor 68 Sportycarroofs 23 Bringstogether 54 Starfleet rank: 

26 Part of a snicker 24 Zen Abbr. 

27 Seafoodfound Down enlightenment 55 See 54-Across 
in cakes 1 Dolt 25 Close,butnot 58 20-vol. 

28 Short rest 2 Romantic kiss precise reference 

29 *Popular betting in a crowd, for 27 Weep 59 Red Guard 
sport short 30 Prolonged battle leader 

34 PC problem 3 Univ. aides 31 Holiday lead-in 60 Nonprofit aid gp. 
solvers 4 Turkish 32 Empty__:parent 61 Labor Day mo. 

36 Harvard or Yale, title whose kids 62 Golfer Ernie 
e.g. 

37 poner tT |e 13 14 5 7 10 1 Ji2 ]i3 
othe | | | | | me | TP 
Sopranos” 14 15 16 

38 spanish oul | |_| | | Mm | | | | Mi’ | | | 

39 Director 

ng 

4O As well 

41 Greek 
Cupid 

42 Lively dance 

43 Bowling 
woes 

45 *Uptown 
New 
York City 
thorough- 
fare west of 
Madison 

48 Game 
console 
letters 

49 Its symbol 
is Fe 

50 Dedicated 
poem 

51 Test for 
M.A. 
hopefuls 

52 Masters 
of the 
Universe 
superhero 

By Seth Bisen-Hersh Tribune Content Agency 2/22/22 
BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 
North dealer. The contract now seems doomed, since 
East-West vulnerable. South apparently must lose a diamond 
NORTH and, unless he gets very lucky, a heart as 
49542 well 
V¥AK3 . : F 
oss But South carries on, hoping to 
HAIOS overcome the 4-0 trump division. He 
WEST EAST begins by conceding a diamond, planning 
a 4Q/108 to crossruff thereafter. West takes the 
¥Q1085 996 diamond with the queen and shifts to a 
4 aoe . 6 3 : se O ay club. Declarer wins with dummy’s ace and 
SOUTH ruffs a club. . . 
4AK763 He then trumps a diamond in dummy, 
¥I742 ruffs another club, leads a heart to the king 
#A82 and cashes the heart ace. 
&4 South next ruffs the jack of clubs with 
The bidding: the seven of spades as East helplessly 
. th 2 oan she follows suit, and so winds up scoring 
de ASS ass : 
5 fa da 10 tricks even though the opponents 


Opening lead — king of diamonds. 
The oIsapoearing 
tric 


The outcome of most deals depends 
largely on how the adverse cards are 
divided. Good contracts might fail 
because the defenders’ cards are divided 
unfavorably, while bad contracts might 
succeed because the defenders’ cards are 
favorably located. However, good play can 
sometimes overcome a bad lie of the cards. 

Consider this deal where West leads 
the king of diamonds against four spades. 
Declarer has no way of knowing at this 
point how he will eventually fare. The 
outcome depends mostly on how the 
missing cards are distributed. 

Thus, if the trumps break 2-2 and either 
defender has a singleton or doubleton 
queen of hearts, declarer makes 12 tricks. 
If the cards are divided somewhat less 
favorably, he finishes with either 10 or 11 
tricks; and if the cards are badly stacked 
against him, the contract might fail 
altogether. 

Declarer starts by winning the diamond 
lead with the ace and plays the ace of 
spades, learning to his horror that East has 
two sure trump tricks. 






TODAY'S SUDOKU 






























have four apparent winners. One of the 
defenders’ tricks gets lost in the shuffle 
because, at the end, West’s high heart and 
one of East’s high trumps are telescoped 
into one trick. 

Tomorrow: Pointing the way. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 





Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


WATHE 


Oh honey, you 
‘say that every 


EIFNK 


AWLRYE 


GRRE OE 
NAL KA 


SUUTNJ 


LTT] £Y) 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved suggested by the above cartoon. 


“eres LAX XX CX 
heres LA AAAS) LAAASY 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ELDER AGENT PAYOUT COWARD 


Answer: Honoring George Washington’s birth starting in 
the late 1800s created a — “PRECEDENT” DAY 





HIS COMPLIMENTS OF THE 
SUGAR COOKIES SHE'D 
MADE INCLUDED --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 











Yesterday's 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 
in bold borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, 



































































visit www.sudoku.org.uk 
ANSWER TO 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
7/8/2[4/5/6/3\9/1 
3/1[/4[9/817[5/2/16 
4/3]7/1/2][8/ 6/9 
ralsisialviae 
9/1[6/4/38]7/5/3 
4/3/7[2/9/5[6]1/8 
8/6|/9[1/7|4/2/3/5 
i/2[slele[sol7/4] L'[cle[REMs|kly[Ple| 






































LEAVES HIS RENTED 
(ZOOM AND TAKES A BRISK 







Bue GRE Gat Me 


TAS GOOGLE mariNsisTs 








L yust KEEP 
WALKING UNTIL SPO 
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UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Auriemma: Team clicking at right time 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Geno Auriemma 
wasn’t sure why, but he chose 
Sunday to ditch the athletic swag 
and get back to business casual 
with a dark suit and open collar. 

Symbolism? Was it a sign that 
things were finally getting back 
to normal after two years of the 
COVID-19 pandemic? Maybe 
a signal it’s time for the UConn 
women’s basketball team to get 
down to business? 

“I don’t know,” he said, laughing. 
“Maybe that’s it. Yeah. The fun and 


BILL TRIBOU 1920-2022 
UConn’s oldest 
All-American 
dies at age 101 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


Bill Tribou, former UConn 
cross country runner and the 
Huskies’ oldest All-Ameri- 
can, died Sunday at age 101 in 
Mandeville, Louisiana. 

Tribou and his longtime 
friend and teammate, the late 
Charley Robbins of Middle- 
town, were the first UConn 
athletes to earn All-America 
honors at the school in cross 
country in 1941. 

Tribou lived in Granby for 
many years and was a longtime 
member of 
the Hartford 
Track Club 
after serving 
as the club’s 
second pres- 
ident from 
1972-74. He 
was a regu- 
Tribou lar at local 

road races 
and continued racing and 
running until he was 95 years 
old. He loved running the New 
Haven Road Race 5K and the 
Manchester Road Race and 
still holds age group records at 
Manchester in the 80-84 divi- 
sion (41:33, 2001), 85-89 (59:37, 
2010) and 90-plus (1:05:05, 
2011). 

Tribou won national Senior 
Games titles and was a member 
of the New England 65-Plus 
Runners Club Hall of Fame. 
He was the USA Track & Field 
national runner of year for the 
90-94 age group from 2012- 
2014. 

In1995, he told The Courant, 
“T expect to be running until I 
cross the great finish line in the 
sky.” He was 74 at the time, just 
coming off Achilles surgery. He 
had ahard time finding a doctor 
who would operate on some- 
body his age just so he could 
run, but he did and he went on 
to run another 20 years. 

Hartford Marathon race 
director Beth Shluger has a 
poster of Tribou, running in 
his 90s at one of the Hartford 
Marathon races, in her office. 

“He was a really inspiring 
man,” Shluger said. “Talk about 
alifelong love ofrunning.” 

Tribou was born Dec. 18, 
1920, on a farm in Maine, 
where his family raised corn 
and potatoes. His family even- 
tually moved to Wethersfield, 
where his father was a judge. 
Bill ran for the Wethersfield 
High track team, then went to 
UConn, where he went on to 
run the mile in 4:14, which, at 
the time, was the 11th fastest 
time in the world. He was also 
part of the fastest mass finish 
in the mile (five runners under 
4:15) in the world at the IC4As, 








Turn to Tribou, Page 4 












Marquette 
at UConn 
7 p.m. Wed., SNY 








games are over. All business now.” 

It came on a day when the 
UConn women stole the ball 
21 times and beat Georgetown 
90-49, a day in which the Huskies 
moved within one win of clinch- 
ing another regular-season confer- 
ence title, and atime when UConn 
is really beginning to look like 
UConn again. Another day at the 


HOCKEY 


95. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


LEAVING 
HIS PRINTS 


NHL legend Emile ‘The Cat’ Francis made his mark on the 
game with the Hartford Whalers and should be cherished 


Inthe spring of 1983, chapter in the state’s sports history. “The Cat” died on 
Hartford was home to Saturday at age 95. 





the worst team in the “Emile was a great person who was well liked 
NHL. And for those and respected by his players and those who came in 
wondering why there contact with him,” said Ron Francis, the best player in 
wasevenateamherein Whalers history and now GM of the Seattle Kraken. 
Dom Amore the first place, Whalers “His caring ways have had a profound effect on all of 


owner Howard Baldwin us who played for him. Itis amazing how many former 


made a defining statement. 


Emile “The Cat” Francis was coming to Hartford. that is a direct reflection on his guidance and mentor- 
Could you believe it? ship while he was GM in Hartford.” 

“We were floundering,” Baldwin said. “And when Emile Francis, small but fierce, was a gentleman of 
Isay floundering, we had always beenagoodmarket, —_ theold hockey school, playing goalie without a mask 
but we became a great market during Emile’s years during the 1940s and ‘50s. “Teeth? Don’t bother to 
as head of hockey operations. He gave the city and pick ‘em up,” he once told The Courant. “They’re no 
that franchise that extraordinarybasethattheynever good to you once their lying on the ice.” 
really lost. It was taken from them, but they never Emile Francis played in the NHL from 1946-52, 
really lost it” then eight more years in the minors. He rejoined the 


Francis is forever associated with the Rangers, but 
his time in Hartford in the 1980s should beacherished Turn toAmore, Page 2 





Team owner Howard Baldwin, left, and general manager Emile Francis teamed up to put the Hartford Whalers on 
the map from 1983-88. Baldwin sold the team in 1988, and Francis was fired in 1989. Francis died Saturday at age 


€3D] RisCassi x Davis 
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office, back at the office. 

“We said we were going to play 
like this all year,” Auriemma said. 
“This was the intent when the 
season started. We were going to 
play like what you saw today. That 
was the plan in October. Then 


the plans went awry. Maybe we a > 


can still get some semblance of 
it, because when it’s clicking, it’s 
pretty good. There was a lot of 
good stuff” 

Just when Auriemma will be 
able to drop last year’s national 








GEORGETOWN 


a N 


player of the year, Paige Bueckers, | Georgetown’s Jillian Archer is double teamed by UConn’s Evina Westbrook, 
left, and Caroline Ducharme in the first half at the XL Center on Sunday. 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 





Whalers are still involved with the game, and I believe 








UCONN MEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


Turning 
the tide 


Huskies look to 
pick up first win 
over Big East rival 
Villanova since 2014 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


Tyler Polley feels the UConn 
men’s basketball team can beat 
any team in the country. 

On Tuesday night at the XL 
Center, the Huskies play Big 
East foe, Villanova. It’s a big 
test for ateam hasn’t beaten the 
Wildcats since 2014 and lost to 
them 85-74 on Feb. 5 at the Well 
Fargo Center. 

After wins against Seton 
Hall and Xavier last week, 
UConn was ranked No. 21 in 
the latest AP College Basket- 
ball Poll released on Monday. 
The Huskies have won three 
straight conference games and 
are tied with Creighton for 
third in the conference. The 
Wildcats were No. 8 in the poll 
and have won five consecutive 
games. They sit at second in the 
conference. 

Polley remains confident 
about UConn’s chances to win. 

“We are capable of beating 
anybody in the country,” he 
said. “We have the talent and 
we have the depth.” 

With the four games left 
in the season, Polley feels the 
Huskies have found their 
rhythm. 

“We are in a rhythm right 
now,” he said. “We have a lot of 
confidence. “In the last Villa- 
nova game, we had a disap- 
pointing loss to Creighton, 
(59-55). Confidence kind of 
wavered. We are confident right 
now.” 

UConn coach Dan Hurley 
knows how important this 
game is for the program. 

“These types of games for 
us and where we are at as a 
program trying to climb the 
next part of the mountain is 
going into games like this with 
equal measure,” he said. “Play 
so freaking hard. You have to 
play so hard with discipline and 
equal measure, playing with ... 
confidence.” 

Againsta Villanova team that 
doesn’t make a lot of mistakes, 
Hurley knows how critical it is 
that the Huskies don’t make the 
same errors as last time. 

“They let you just make all 
the mistakes,” he said. “Defen- 
sively, on the backboard, they 


Turn to Huskies, Page 4 





Up next 


72g Villanova 


Wi ay at UConn 
8 p.m., FS1 





Safety Tip of 





Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


Regularly test all your lights, including low beams, high beams, 
daytime running lights, turn signals and brake lights. And make 
sure to use your headlights to stay visible - both day and night. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street - 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 





UP NEXT 


UConn MBB: Villanova (XL), Tuesday, 8 p.m.; at 
Georgetown, Sunday, noon; at Creighton, March 2, 8:30 p.m. 
UConn WBB: Marquette (XL), Wednesday, 7 p.m.; 

St. John’s (XL), Friday, 7 p.m.; Providence (Gampel), 


Sunday, 2 p.m. 


Celtics: at Nets, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; at Pistons, Saturday, 


noon; at Pacers, Sunday, 5 p.m. 


Knicks: Heat, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; 76ers, Sunday, 1.m.; at 


76ers, March 2, 7:30 p.m. 


Nets: Celtics, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; at Bucks, Saturday, 
8:30 p.m.; Raptors, Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

UConn hockey: at Northeastern, Friday, 7 p.m.; 
Northeastern, Saturday, 3 p.m.; Vermont, March 4, 7 p.m. 
Bruins: at Kraken, Thursday, 10 p.m.; at Sharks, Saturday, 
10 p.m.; at Kings, Monday, 10:30 p.m. 

Rangers: Capitals, Thursday, 7 p.m.; at Penguins, Saturday, 
3 p.m.; Canucks, Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: at Springfield, Friday, 7 p.m.; Providence, 
Saturday, 7 p.m.; at Providence, Sunday, 3 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 


7p.m.: Tennessee at Missouri. (Live) SEC 

7p.m.: Rhode Island at St. Bonaventure. (Live) CBSSN 
7p.m.: Michigan State at lowa. (Live) ESPN 

7p.m.: Arkansas at Florida. (Live) ESPN2 

7p.m.: Georgia at Texas A&M. (Live) ESPNU 

8 p.m.: Miami at Pittsburgh. (Live) ACC 

8 p.m.: Villanova at UConn. (Live) FS1 

9 p.m.: Alabama at Vanderbilt. (Live) SEC 

9 p.m.: San Diego State at Boise State. (Live) CBSSN 
9p.m.: Kansas State at Kansas. (Live) ESPN 

9p.m.: Teams TBA. (Live) ESPN2 

10 p.m.: New Mexico at Utah State. (Live) FS1 

11 p.m.: UNLV at Nevada. (Live) CBSSN 


HOCKEY 


2. p.m.: Colorado Avalanche at Boston Bruins. (Taped) NHL 


SOCCER 


3 p.m.: UEFA Champions League Chelsea vs Lille. (Live) CBS 





Amore 


from Page 1 


Rangers organization in the 
front office, taking over as 
coach and GM in 1964, and 
what followed was their 
most successful period in 
decades, including the run 
to the Stanley Cup Final 

in 1972. Fired in 1976, he 
moved to St. Louis and 
returned a struggling Blues 
organization to stability. 

This made Emile Fran- 
cis, already a Hall of Famer, 
one of the best known 
and respected executives 
in hockey when Bald- 
win called after a19-54-7 
season. 

“Now I have to worry 
about the Whalers,” 
quipped Bruins GM Harry 
Sinden, who had partnered 
with Emile Francis to pull 
off the monster trade send- 
ing Phil Esposito to the 
Rangers in the 1970s. 

“Tn those days, the 
general manager was a 
powerful figure,’ Baldwin 
said. 

“The Cat” came to Hart- 
ford with a plan to make 
the Whalers respectable 
right away and successful 
within a few seasons. 

“Loved it?’ Baldwin said. 
“He put discipline, he put 
structure immediately back 
into our lives there with the 
business we were running. 
Players were accountable, 
no nonsense. He had all the 
authority he needed, and 
frankly, for me, he put the 
joy back in it. He just turned 
the whole thing around. 

He realized in ‘83, this team 
isn’t good enough, so we’ve 
got to win as many games as 
we can with details” 

Emile Francis acquired 
penalty killers and other 
special teamers. He made 
asurprising choice for his 
first coach, Jack Evans, to 
handle his young stars. In 
his first season, the Whal- 
ers were marginally better, 
28-42-10, but over .500 at 
home at 19-16-5. 

Working from a window- 
less office in the Civic 
Center, he put his stamp on 
the Whalers with several 
signature trades, one of the 
most important was acquir- 
ing goalie Mike Liut, who 
had played for him in St. 
Louis, in February 1985. 

Liut struggled during 
Hartford’s playoff push, but 
Emile Francis stuck with 
him and the team he had 
assembled. 

“He was an honorable 
man, straightforward, held 
you to account and publicly 
supported his team,” said 
Liut, now managing director 
of Octagon Hockey, a talent 
agency. “I played 11-plus 
years for Mr. Francis, and 
he had the ability to reach 
out when you needed it. He 
did that during the worst 
slump I had been involved 
in during my first full year in 
Hartford. We were sliding 
out of the playoffs and when 
everyone was attacking him, 
Jack Evans and us, he took 
the flak, never deflected 
the heat and letus know we 
had itin us asa team and as 
individuals to get back in the 
fight, which we did, but only 
because of his leadership. 
We owed him more than we 
gave him.” 

The Whalers finished 
fourth in the Adams Divi- 
sion to grab a playoff spot 


and upset the first-place 
Quebec Nordiques in the 
only playoff series the fran- 
chise ever won. They were 
eliminated in Game 7 in 
overtime in Montreal in the 
next round. 

“A gentleman, fierce 
competitor, loved to chat 
about baseball?’ ex-Whaler 
Ray Ferraro, now an ESPN 
analyst, said via Twitter. 
“My early career was better 
because of his presence.” 

Francis drafted Bob 
Crawford in St. Louis 
and acquired him for the 
Whalers, and later helped 
him with his post-playing 
career. 

“He was a great story 
teller and incredible at 
one-liners,’ remembered 
Crawford, who later 
coached at East Catholic 
and is director of Cham- 
pions Skating Center in 
Cromwell. “He was astrict, 
but fair disciplinarian and 
also incredibly respectful 
of the players. He treated 
you well.” 

In 1986-87, the team 
“The Cat” built finished 
43-30-7, first in the division, 
but this time fourth-place 
Quebec turned the tables 
in the playoffs and things 
began to turn downward. 

Joe D’Ambrosio, long- 
time Connecticut sports- 
caster, remembered Emile 
Francis regaling members 
of the media hours on end 
with tales of the old days, 
but he remained as combat- 
ive as ever as a middle-aged 
executive, often feuding 
with the local reporters. 
Once a reporter asked how 
many Stanley Cups he had 
won, and Francis retorted, 
“How many Pulitzers have 
you won?” 

“You always knew where 
you stood with him,’ D’Am- 
brosio said. “He might 
give you a snotty answer, 
but he would respond. He 
wouldn’t hide like a lot of 
executives do today.” 

When a Courant colum- 
nist, Alan Greenberg, called 
for his dismissal, Emile 
Francis fired back, calling 
out his critic for not coming 
to games, charging he knew 
nothing about hockey. The 
most frequent criticism 
was that Francis was too set 
in his old school ways and 
could take a franchise only 
so far, not to the top. 

By 1989, Baldwin had 
left. Though the Whalers 
made the playoffs, they were 
swept by Montreal in the 
firstround. Emile Francis 
was again bitterly complain- 
ing about “negative press,” 
and he was replaced by Ed 
Johnston on May 10. 

When the franchise 
moved away in 1997, it was 
irrefutable that the closet 
thing the Whalers ever had 
to “glory days” were the 
years of “The Cat.” 

“Tn the NHL, he was 
an iconic figure,” Baldwin 
said. “We were blessed to 
have anice chapter with 
him. He solidified Hart- 
ford as ahockey market, 
putiton the map. During 
the mid to late ‘80s, we 
were the smallest market 
in the smallest building 
in the league. We had the 
third highest gross gate. We 
would never have had that 
without a good, fun, excit- 
ing team.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com. 


HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL WEEK 10 


Windsor gets a big win 
in CCC tournament 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


The Windsor girls basket- 
ball team scored the biggest 
upset of the CCC tourna- 
ment so far with a 38-33 win 
over top-seeded Enfield on 
Saturday in a quarterfinal 
game at Enfield. 

“T said at the beginning 
of the year, ‘We’re young 
and we’re going to take our 
lumps, but nobody’s going to 
want to play us this time of 
year? ” Windsor coach Kirk 
Murad said. 

“We've gotten a lot better 
in a lot of areas throughout 
the year. We played a really 
good schedule on purpose” 

Windsor, the ninth seed, 
is 14-7 but four of those 
losses came to top teams 
in the state: Sacred Heart, 
Holy Cross and two losses 
to Newington. Last year, 
the Warriors were the CCC 
tournament runners-up to 
Newington. 

“We didn’t win but we 
learned quite a bit, and it 
helped us against E.O. Smith 
and Berlin and Wethers- 
field, Farmington, and now 
Enfield” Murad said. 

Sophomore Ayanna 
Franks leads the team in 
scoring. 

“Offensively, we play 
how Ayanna plays,” Murad 
said. “If Ayanna scores, 
we're good. Thankfully, she 
scores more than she doesn’t 
score.” 

The Warriors will face 
East Hartford in a CCC 
semifinal game Tuesday at 
Enfield. 

“Our defense has gotten 
infinitely better as the 


said. “They have a tough 
task ahead on Tuesday. East 
Hartford looked really good 
against Simsbury [in the 
quarterfinal]. We’re looking 
forward to another chal- 
lenge.” 


Players of 
the week 


Sophia Coppola, Hand: 
Coppola scored 20 points 
ina 55-50 overtime win 

over Hillhouse in the SCC 
tournament quarterfinals 
Saturday. 

Jenna Cuniowski, Canton: 
Cuniowski had 33 points, five 
rebounds and four steals in 

a 56-41 NCCC tournament 
quarterfinal win over 
Coventry on Saturday and 
had 19 points in a 40-34 win 
over Bolton Tuesday. 
Christina DeNovellis, Rocky 
Hill: DeNovellis had 18 points, 
Tl rebounds and three blocks 
ina 44-32 loss to New Britain 
on Tuesday. 

Ayanna Franks, Windsor: 
Franks had 26 points, 13 
rebounds and eight steals in 
a 45-16 win over Farmington 
in the first round of the CCC 
tournament Thursday and 
had 24 points in a 38-33 
quarterfinal win over Enfield 
on Saturday. 

Brianna LeBrun, Northwest 
Catholic: Lebrun had 27 
points and reached her 
1,000-point milestone in 

a 56-42 win over South 
Windsor on Wednesday. 
Marissa Nudd, Bacon 
Academy: Nudd had 25 
points, including 10 free 
throws, in a 56-47 win 

over Waterford in the ECC 


Saturday. 

Tristin Oberg, Windsor 
Locks: Oberg recorded her 
1,000th career rebound and 
had 26 points, 25 rebounds, 
three blocks and three steals 
in a 52-47 win over Stafford 
in the first round of the NCCC 
tournament Friday. 

Tyah Petteway, 
Middletown: Petteway 
scored her 1,000th career 
point with a 26-point 
performance in a 64-36 win 
over Lewis Mills on Monday. 
Amyah Rosado, Enfield: 
Rosado scored 30 points ina 
43-41 victory over RHAM on 
Monday. 

Lauren Sabia, Simsbury: 
Sabia had 25 points ina 
64-28 win over Berlin in 

the first round of the CCC 
tournament Thursday. 


Teams of 
the week 


Granby: The top seed in 

the NCCC tournament, 
Granby (17-4) has won its 
last four games. The Bears, 
who defeated Suffield in 

the NCCC tournament 
quarterfinals, will face 
Bolton, whom they beat 
42-36 on Jan. 28, in the 
semifinals Tuesday. 
Newington: The Nor’easters 
held RHAM to 22 points and 
E.O. Smith to 21 points in the 
first two rounds of the CCC 
tournament. 

Windsor: Windsor started its 
first-round CCC tournament 
game with Farmington on 

a 21-0 run and ended up 
with a 45-16 victory, then 
dispatched top-seeded 
Enfield in the quarterfinals 


Storylines 
of the week 


m Canton, the 2019 Class 

S runner-up, struggled at 
the start of the season but 

is coming on strong now. 
Canton just topped the 
.500 mark at11-10 witha 
56-41 win over Coventry 

in the NCCC tournament 
quarterfinals. 

gw Newington is the 
defending CCC tournament 
champion, winning its 

first title last year during 

the pandemic-shortened 
season. The Nor’easters 
(21-1) will go for their second 
straight this week. 

g Southington coach Howie 
Hewitt won his 50 Oth career 
game Monday with a 56-37 
win over Northwest Catholic. 
Hewitt, who coached 

the Maloney boys for 33 
years, had 4.57 victories at 
Maloney. He retired and took 
over the Southington girls 
jobin2019,andhasa46-13 
record since then. 


Games to watch 
this week 


CCC semifinals, Tuesday 
at Enfield High: No. 9 
seeded Windsor is on 

a roll and will face No. 2 

seed East Hartford, while 
No. 2 Newington will play 
sixth-seeded Southington 
inthe second game of the 
doubleheader. 

NCCC semifinals, Tuesday: 
Canton, which lost to Somers 
45-28 Feb. 7, will travel to 
Somers for a tournament 
semifinal game, while top- 
seeded Granby hosts Bolton 





season has gone on,” Murad 


tournament quarterfinals 


Saturday, 38-33. 


in the other semifinal. 





HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
BASKETBALL WEEK 10 


Mirabello 
notches 
600th win 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


Last week, the Northwest Catholic 
boys basketball team was just trying to 
get through a long difficult stretch of 
games. 

The Lions had to play at East Cath- 
olic Tuesday, had senior night Friday 
against Glastonbury, then had to turn 
around and play unbeaten Notre Dame- 
West Haven Saturday. 

After his team won Tuesday and 
Friday, coach John Mirabello needed 
one more victory to get to 600. His 
senior point guard Matt Curtis needed 
32 points to break the school scoring 
record of 1,699 set by Norman Bailey 
in 1980. 

Mirabello didn’t tell the players 
about either milestone. 

“[Last week] was a lot,” he said. 
“Nobody needed to know about the 
numbers.” 

But Curtis scored 38 points and 
Northwest beat Notre Dame, 69-60. 

“Tt was special that the two came to 
pass in one game against an outstand- 
ing team,” Mirabello said. “They 
jumped on us early, and we were strug- 
gling. The kids kind of hung around, 
then things turned in our favor in the 
second half” 

It’s Mirabello’s 35th year coaching at 
Northwest Catholic. 

“T’ve been fortunate enough to do 
this for along time, and if it was meant 
to be, it would happen,” he said. 

He also pointed out that Curtis prob- 
ably could have passed his milestone 
earlier if the season didn’t end early in 
2020 and last year was shortened as 
well. There was no state tournament 
the last two years due to the pandemic. 

“He might have had 10-15 more 
games, so what numbers he could have 
put up, who knows,” he said. “It was 
pretty amazing he was able to break the 
record missing some games.” 


Players of the week 


Damar Artis, Weaver: Artis had 11 
assists, 16 points and four steals ina 
79-62 victory over Areospace Tuesday. 
Ben Bochicchio, St. Paul: Bochicchio 
hit a 3-pointer with 7.5 seconds left 

to boost St. Paul over Valley Regional 
42-4] Thursday night. Bochicchio had 
14 points. 

Jayden Buckle, Windsor Locks: Buckle 
scored 30 points in a 69-45 win over 
Coventry Tuesday and 33 in a 82-39 win 
over East Windsor Thursday. 

Amari Cruz, Innovation: Cruz scored 
24 points in a 54-40 win over Civic 
Leadership Thursday. 


1-8 





Northwest Catholic coach John Mirabello, shown here in the season opener against 
Farmington, got his 600th win in a 69-60 victory over Notre Dame-West Haven 
Saturday. STAN GODLEWSKI/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Matt Curtis, Northwest Catholic: 
Curtis scored 38 points to break the 
school career scoring record and help 
the Lions beat previously undefeated 
Notre Dame-West Haven Saturday. 
Riley Fox, Conard: Fox scored 38 points 
against E.O. Smith, 16 against Tolland 
and 34 against RHAM in a 3-0 week for 
Conard. 

Justin Hackett, Lyman Hall: Hackett 
had 28 points in a 79-47 victory over 
Foran Thursday. 

Joey Johnson, Windham Tech: 
Johnson scored 30 points in a 76-71 
victory over Norwich Tech Tuesday. 
Alec Lorenzo, MLC: Lorenzo had 

26 points in 80-55 win over Civic 
Leadership Tuesday. 

Dajon Nelson, Prince Tech: Nelson had 
24 points in a 65-60 win over Weaver 
Monday and 17 in a 95-62 victory over 
Windham Tech Friday. 


Teams of the week 


Bristol Central: Bristol Central beat 
Middletown and Maloney last week 

to remain undefeated at 19-0 (before 
Monday’s crosstown rivalry game against 
Bristol Eastern), and the Rams played a 
quality schedule against top teams such 
as East Catholic, Windsor, Springfield 
Central and Wilbur Cross. 

Farmington: Farmington (14-5) beat 
East Catholic 85-76 in double overtime 
Friday behind 23 points from Jared Young. 
Simsbury: The Trojans had lost four 

of their last five games before beating 
Bloomfield 60-50 Friday night. Chris 
Kokines had 20 points and Aidan 
Riordan added 19. 


Storylines of the week 


mg Morgan handed Cromwell its first loss 
of the season Friday, 38-35, after losing 
60-50 tothe Panthers on Feb. 14. 
Senior Alex Fratamito led the Huskies 
with15 points. 

mg SMSA, which had won four straight 
games, lost 69-68 to Stonington Friday 
in anonconference game. Stonington, 
which had won 12 straight, won ona 
layup by Dorian White with 5.8 seconds 
left. SMSA (16-3 ) has one more regular- 
season game left Tuesday against East 
Hampton. 

mw Weaver has won 14 of its last 15 
games including victories last week over 
Aerospace and MLC. The Beavers (15- 
4) are ranked third in the CIAC’s Division 
V rankings behind Terryville and 

SMSA. 


Games to 
watch this week 


CCC tournament: First-round games 
will be played at the higher seeds 
Thursday, then the quarterfinals will be 
held at Enfield Saturday. 

SCC tournament: First-round 

games will be played Thursday and 
quarterfinals Saturday, all at the 
schools of the higher seeds. 

Capital Prep at Weaver, Tuesday: 
Capital Prep (13-5), which has won 
three straight games, travels to Weaver 
(15-4) for a showdown between 
Hartford schools. 


Lori Riley can be reached 
at Iriley@courant.com. 
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SCOREBOARD 

















EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC Ww tL PCT GB 
Philadelphia 35 23 .603 - 
Boston 34 26 .567 2 
Toronto 32 25 561 2% 
Brooklyn 31 28 525 4% 
New York 25 34 .424 10% 
SOUTHEAST Ww L PCT GB 
Miami 38 21 .644 - 
Atlanta 28 30 .483 9% 
Charlotte 29 31 483 9% 
Washington 27 31 .466 10% 
Orlando 13 47 .217 25% 
CENTRAL Ww tL PCT GB 
Chicago 38 21 .644 - 
Cleveland 35 23 603 2% 
Milwaukee 36 24 600 2% 
Indiana 20 40 .333 18% 
Detroit 13 45 .224 24% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST Ww L PCT GB 
Memphis 41 19 .683 - 
Dallas 35 24 593 5% 
San Antonio 23 36 .390 17% 
New Orleans 23 36 .390 17% 
Houston 15 43 .259 25 
NORTHWEST Ww tL PCT GB 
Utah 36 22 .621 - 
Denver 33 25 .569 3 
Minnesota 31 28 525 5% 
Portland 25 34 .424 11% 
Oklahoma City 18 40 .310 18 
PACIFIC Ww L PCT GB 
Phoenix 48 10 .828 - 
Golden State 42 17 712 6% 
L.A. Clippers 30 31 .492 19% 
L.A. Lakers 27 31 .466 21 
Sacramento 22 38 = .367 27 
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 


No games, All-Star break 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Detroit, 7p.m. 
Boston at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 
Atlanta at Chicago, 8p.m. 
Memphis at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Phoenix at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
Denver at Sacramento, 10p.m. 
Golden State at Portland, 10p.m. 


LATE SUNDAY: 
LEBRON 163, DURANT 160 
FG FT Reb 

DURANT Min M-A M-A O-T APF PTS 
Tatum 20:20 4-10 00 2450 8 
Wiggins 15:15 4-7 0-0 0-0 10 10 
Embiid 30:35 14-20 3-3 2-10 4 0 36 
Morant 17:33 3-6 00 0-130 6 
Young 19:06 5-13 0-0 0-210 0 13 
Booker 29:56 9-18 0-0 0-5 2 1 20 
Murray 26:38 7-11 22 45 5 0 17 
Ball 22:23 7-11 0-0 03 3 1 18 
Middleton 20:42 1-8 2-2 2520 5 
Towns 14:12 48 00 3630 9 
Gobert 12:33 3-3 00 0600 6 
LaVine 10:47 5-7 00 03 3 0 12 
Totals  240:0066-122 7-7 13-50 41 2 160 


Percentages: FG .541, FT 1.000. 
3-Point Goals: 21-59, .356 (Embiid 5-8, 
Ball 4-8, Young 3-9, LaVine 2-4, Wiggins 
2-4, Booker 2-9, Murray 1-3, Towns 1-4, 
Middleton 1-5, Morant 0-1, Tatum 0-4). 
Team Rebounds: 6. 
Blocked Shots: 1 (Murray). 
TO: 14 (Booker 5, Young 3, Middleton 2, 
LaVine, Murray, Towns, Wiggins). 
Steals: 11 (Booker 4, Ball 3, Young 2, 
Gobert, Tatum). 

FG FT Reb 
LEBRON Min M-A M-A OT A 
Anttkmpo 26:40 15-21 0-0 5-12 6 
James 36:15 11-24 0-0 16 8 
Jokic 21:01 45 00 39 8 
Curry 36:15 17-30 0-0 15 2 
DeRozan 26:40 4-8 2-2 1-4 5 
Doncic 24:40 3-6 0-0 0-0 3 
Allen 23:45 56 00 29 1 
Garland 23:45 5-12 0-0 0-1 3 
Butler 9:20 12 00 00 1 
VanVieet 9:20 2-4 0-0 0-2 3 
Paul 2:19 0-1 0-0 00 0 
Totals  240:0067-119 2-2 13-48 40 
Percentages: FG .563, FT 1.000. 
3-Point Goals: 27-62, .435 (Curry 16-27, 
Garland 3-7, Jokic 2-3, Doncic 2-4, 
VanVleet 2-4, James 2-11, Allen 0-1, 
Butler 0-1, DeRozan 0-1, Antetokoun- 
mpo 0-3).Team Reb: 4. 
Blocked Shots: 6 (Allen 2, Curry 2, Ante- 
tokounmpo, James). 
Turnovers: 16 (Curry 5, James 3, Allen 
2, Antetokounmpo, DeRozan, Doncic, 
Garland, Jokic, VanVleet). 
Steals: 13 (Antetokounmpo 3, James 3, 
Butler 2, Garland 2, Allen, Curry, Jokic). 


45 49 45 21-160 
47 46 45 25-163 
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Team Durant 
Team LeBron 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 





CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 26 20 3 363 17 63 
Liverpool 2517 6 264 20 57 
Chelsea 2514 8 349 18 50 
Man United 2613 7 6 44 34 46 
West Ham 2612 6 845 34 42 
Arsenal 23 13 3 736 26 42 
Wolverhampton 24 12 4 8 23 18 40 
Tottenham 23 12 3 831 31 39 
Brighton 25 712 625 28 33 
Southampton 25 711 7 32 37 32 
Leicester 23 7 6 10 37 43 27 


Aston Villa 24 8 31331 37 27 
Crystal Palace 25 511 9 32 36 26 


Brentford 26 6 61427 42 24 
Leeds 24 5 81129 50 23 
Everton 23 6 413 28 40 22 
Newcastle 24 4101026 45 22 
Watford 24 5 31624 43 18 
Burnley 22 211 920 29 17 
Norwich 25 451615 53 17 
WEDNESDAY’S MATCHES 


Burnley vs. Tottenham, 2:30p.m. 
Watford vs. Crystal Palace, 2:30p.m. 
Liverpool vs. Leeds, 2:45p.m. 


THURSDAY’S MATCH 
Arsenal vs. Wolverhampton, 2:45p.m. 


FRIDAY’S MATCH 
Southampton vs. Norwich, 3p.m. 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Minnesota at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Vancouver at Columbus, 3:30p.m. 
Colorado at Los Angeles FC, 3:30p.m. 
Toronto FC at FC Dallas, 5:30p.m. 
FC Cincinnati at Austin FC, 6 p.m. 
Charlotte FC at D.C. United, 6p.m. 
Chicago at Inter Miami CF, 6 p.m. 
N.Y. Red Bulls at San Jose, 6p.m. 
New England at Portland, 7:30p.m. 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
TUESDAY’S FIRST LEG 

Chelsea vs. Lille (France), 3p.m. 
Villarreal vs. Juventus, 3p.m. 
WEDNESDAY’S FIRST LEG 

Atlético Madrid vs. Man United, 3p.m. 
Benfica vs. Ajax, 3p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL TUESDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
Buffalo 5% at Miami (Ohio) 
at Akron 7% ~~ Bowling Green 
Richmond 5% at George Wash. 
at lowa 6% Michigan State 
atSt.Bonaventure 8 Rhode Island 
Tennessee 10 at Missouri 
atNortheastern 1 Charleston (SC) 
Toledo 11% atW.Michigan 
at Texas Tech 10 Oklahoma 
at Northwestern 11 Nebraska 
at St. Louis 11% St. Joseph's (Pa.) 
at UConn Villanova 
Fresno State 7 at Air Force 
at Utah State 12 New Mexico 
CSU Bakersfield 1 at Cal Poly 
NHL TUESDAY 

FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG Line 
St. Louis -205 atPhiladelphia +168 
Minnesota -184 at Ottawa +152 
Toronto -172 at Columbus +142 
at Florida -192 Nashville +158 
atAnaheim = -134 San Jose +112 
N.Y. Islanders -160 at Seattle +132 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https:/4portsbook.fanduel.com/ 











EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OTPTS GF GA 
Florida 50 35 10 5 75 208 145 
TampaBay 49 32 116 70 169 139 
Toronto 49 32 14 3 67 176 137 
Boston 50 29 17 4 62 145 139 
Detroit 51 23 22 6 52 147 176 
Ottawa 49 18 26 5 41 130 156 
Buffalo 51 16 27 8 40 138 182 
Montreal 51 11 33 7 29 117 197 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 50 35 11 4 74 176 121 
Pittsburgh 52 31 13 8 70 173 140 


N.Y.Rangers 50 32 13 5 69 151 127 
Washington 52 28 15 9 65 171 145 
Columbus 49 25 23 1 51 163 180 
NY. Islanders 45 18 20 7 43 111 126 
Philadelphia 50 15 2510 40 128 176 
New Jersey 50 17 28 5 39 146 182 








WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GPW L OTPTS GF GA 
Colorado 50 36 10 4 76 199 143 
Minnesota 47 31 13 3 65 183 143 
St. Louis 49 29 14 6 64 175 137 
Nashville 50 28 18 4 60 153 143 
Dallas 49 27 20 2 56 143 145 
Winnipeg 50 22 20 8 52 145 150 
Chicago 52 18 26 8 44 126 176 
Arizona 50 13 33 4 30 114 186 
PACIFIC GP W L OTPTS GF GA 
Calgary 49 30 13 6 66 169 114 
Vegas 51 29 18 4 62 169 150 
Edmonton 50 28 19 3 59 168 161 
LosAngeles 50 26 17 7 59 147 141 
Anaheim 52 2419 9 57 156 158 
Vancouver 51 23 22 6 52 135 146 
San Jose 49 22 225 49 131 154 
Seattle 51 16 31 4 36 133 180 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

Boston 5, Colorado 1 

Carolina 4, Philadelphia 3 (OT) 
Calgary 3, Winnipeg 1 
Montreal 5, Toronto 2 

Seattle at Vancouver, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Minnesota at Ottawa, 7p.m. 
Nashville at Florida, 7p.m. 

St. Louis at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Toronto at Columbus, 7p.m. 
N.Y. Islanders at Seattle, 10p.m. 
San Jose at Anaheim, 10p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Buffalo at Montreal, 7:30p.m. 
Colorado at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Edmonton at Tampa Bay, 7:30p.m. 
Winnipeg at Dallas, 7:30p.m. 

Los Angeles at Arizona, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

Carolina 4, Pittsburgh 3 
Montreal 3, N.Y. Islanders 2 (SO) 
Florida 5, Chicago 2 

N.Y. Rangers 2, Ottawa 1 
Columbus 7, Buffalo 3 

Arizona 3, Dallas 1 

Minnesota 7, Edmonton 3 
Vegas 4, San Jose 1 


TENNIS 


ATP DUBAI DUTY FREE 

TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

At Dubai Tennis Stadium, Dubai, U.A.E., 

hardcourt-outdoors 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 

#1 Novak Djokovic d. Lorenzo Musetti, 
6-3, 6-3. 

Jiri Vesely d. Marin Cilic, 6-4, 7-6(3). 

Filip Krajinovic d. Malek Jaziri, 
6-7(4), 6-2, 6-4. 

Taro Daniel d. David Goffin, 6-3, 7-6(5). 

Andy Murray d. Christopher O’Connell, 
6-7(4), 6-3, 7-5. 


WTA QATAR OPEN 
At Khalifa International Tennis 
and Squash Complex, Doha, Qata, 
outdoors-hard 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
#4 Anett Kontaveit d. Ana Konjuh, 
6-2, 6-3. 
#5 Garbine Muguruza d. Sorana 
Cirstea, 7-6(4), 6-1. 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 64 
Tereza Martincova d. 
#10 Elina Svitolina, 6-7(2), 7-5, 7-6(5). 
Jaqueline Adina Cristian d. 
#11 Elena Rybakina, 6-4, 6-3. 
Jil Teichmann d. #13 Angelique Kerber, 
4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 
#14 Coco Gauff d. Shelby Rogers, 
6-2, 6-3. 
#15 Jelena Ostapenko d. Oceane Dodin, 
6-4, 6-2. 
#16 Elise Mertens d. Jasmine Paolini, 
6-3, 2-6, 7-5. 
Viktorija Golubic d. Andrea Petkovic, 
6-4, 6-4. 
Magda Linette d. Alison Riske, 
2-6, 7-6(5), 6-1. 
Caroline Garcia d. Simona Halep, 
6-4, 6-3. 
Petra Kvitova d. Irina-Camelia Begu, 
6-3, 6-1. 
Daria Kasatkina d. Ajla Tomljanovic, 
6-4, 6-7(4), 6-2. 
Arantxa Rus d. Veronika Kudermetova, 
7-6(5), 6-4. 


ATP CHILE OPEN 
At Club Deportivo Universidad Catolica, 
Santiago, Chile, outdoor-Red clay 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
#8 Facundo Bagnis d. 

Bernabe Zapata Miralles, 6-3, 6-0. 
Juan Ignacio Londero d. 

Tomas Martin Etcheverry, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. 
Thiago Seyboth Wild d. 

Nicolas Kicker, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4. 
Thiago Monteiro vs. Nicolas Jarry, late 


WTA ABIERTO AKRON ZAPOPAN 
At Panamerican Tennis Center, Guada- 
lajara, Mexico, outdoors-hardcourt 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
#2 Madison Keys vs. Harmony Tan, late 
Anna-Karolina Schmiedlova d. 
#5Nuria Parrizas Diaz, 6-1, 6-4. 
#6 Sloane Stephens d. 
Brenda Fruhvirtova, 6-2, 6-2. 
#7 Misaki Doi vs. Marie Bouzkova, late 
Anna Kalinskaya d. #8 Qinwen Zheng, 
6-3, 2-6, 6-2. 
Anastasia Potapova d. 
Lesia Tsurenko, 6-4, 2-2, retired. 
Qiang Wang d. Lauren Davis, 6-2, 6-1. 
Lucia Bronzetti d. Catherine McNally, 
6-7(5), 6-3, 6-3. 


ATP ABIERTO MEXICANO TELCEL 
At Arena GNP Seguros., Acapulco, 
Mexoc; outdoors-hardcourt 
MEN’S FIRST-ROUND SINGLES 
#2 Alexander Zverev vs. 

Jesnon Brooksby, late 
#7 Taylor Frtiz d. 

Adrian Mannarino, 6-3, 6-3. 
#8Pablo Carreno Busta vs. Oscar Otte 
John Isner vs. 

Fernando Verdasco, late 
Peter Gojowczyk d. 

Brandon Nakashima, 6-4, 6-4. 
Grigor Dimitrov vs. Maxime Cressy, late 
Sebastian Korda vs. Dusan Lajovic, late 


ATP SINGLES RANKINGS 


1. Novak Djokovic, Serbia 8,875 
2. Daniil Medvedev, Russia 8,435 
3. Alexander Zverev,Germany = 7,515 
4. Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece 6,565 
5. Rafael Nadal, Spain 6,515 
6. Matteo Berrettini, Italy 4,928 
7. Andrey Rublev, Russia 4,590 
8. Casper Ruud, Norway 3,975 


9. Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada 3,883 
10. Jannik Sinner, Italy 3,429 
11. Hubert Hurkacz, Poland 3,333 
12. Cameron Norrie, Great Britain 3,070 
13. Diego Schwartzman, Argentina 2,865 
14. Denis Shapovalov, Canada 2,863 


15. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain 2,585 
WTA SINGLES RANKINGS 

1. Ashleigh Barty, Australia 8,330 
2. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus 5,563 
3. Barbora Krejcikova, Czech Rep. 5,003 
4. Paula Badosa, Spain 4,429 


5. Karolina Pliskova, Czech Rep. 4,347 
6. Maria Sakkari, Greece 4,191 
7. Anett Kontaveit, Estonia 4,137 
8. Iga Swiatek, Poland 3,936 
9. Garbine Muguruza, Spain 3,350 
10. Ons Jabeur, Tunisia 3,065 
11. Danielle Collins, USA 2,972 
12. Emma Raducanu, Britain 2,664 
13. Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia 2,635 


14. Ana. Pavlyuchenkova, Russia 2,528 
15. Elina Svitolina, Ukraine 2,526 
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MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Gonzaga (23-2) did not play. 
Next: at San Francisco, Thursday. 

No. 2 Arizona (24-2) did not play. 
Next: at Utah, Thursday. 

No. 3 Auburn (24-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi, Wednesday. 
No. 4 Purdue (24-4) did not play. 
Next: at Michigan State, Saturday. 
No. 5 Kansas (22-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Kansas State, Tuesday. 

No. 6 Kentucky (22-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. LSU, Wednesday. 

No. 7 Duke (23-4) beat did not play. 
Next: at Virginia, Wednesday. 

No. 8 Villanova (21-6) did not play. 
Next: at No. 21 UConn, Tuesday. 

No. 9 Texas Tech (21-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

No. 10 Baylor (22-5) at Oklahoma State. 
Next: vs. No. 5 Kansas, Saturday. 

No. 11 Providence (22-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Xavier, Wednesday. 

No. 12 UCLA (19-5) vs. Arizona State. 
Next: at Oregon, Thursday. 

No. 13 Wisconsin (21-5) did not play. 
Next: at Minnesota, Wednesday. 

No. 14 Houston (22-4) did not play. 
Next: at Tulane, Wednesday. 

No. 15 Illinois (19-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 22 Ohio State, Thursday. 
No. 16 Southern Cal (23-4) did not play. 
Next: at Oregon State, Thursday. 

No. 17 Tennessee (19-7) did not play. 
Next: at Missouri, Tuesday. 

No. 18 Arkansas (21-6) did not play. 
Next: at Florida, Tuesday. 

No. 19 Murray State (26-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Belmont, Thursday. 

No. 20 Texas (19-8) did not play. 
Next: vs. TCU, Wednesday. 

No. 21 UConn (19-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 8 Villanova, Tuesday. 
No. 22 Ohio State (17-7) beat Indiana 80-69 
(OT). Next: at No. 15 Illinois, Thursday. 
No. 23 St. Mary’s (Cal.) (22-6) did not 
play. Next: at San Diego, Thursday. 
No. 24 Alabama (17-10) did not play. 
Next: at Vanderbilt, Tuesday. 

No. 25 lowa (18-8) did not play. 

Next: vs. Michigan State, Thursday. 





MONDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Boston College 71, Florida St. 55 
Colgate 63, American 49 
Coppin St. 86, Howard 82 
Lafayette 84, Holy Cross 61 
Maryland 67, Penn St. 61 
Shepherd 88, Bloomsburg 76 
SOUTH 

Middle Tennessee 77, UTEP 59 
North Carolina 70, Louisville 63 
Tusculum 74, Limestone 58 
SOUTHWEST 

Liberty 85, Cent. Arkansas 66 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 South Carolina (25-1) did not play. 
Next: at Texas A&M, Thursday. 

No. 2 Stanford (23-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Washington State, Thursday. 
No. 3 NC State (25-3) did not play. 
Next: at No. 23 Virginia Tech, Sunday. 
No. 4 Louisville (23-3) did not play. 
Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

No. 5 Baylor (21-5) did not play. 

Next: at Oklahoma St., Wednesday. 
No. 6 Michigan (21-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Michigan State, Thursday. 
No. 7 UConn (19-5) did not play. 

Next: vs. Marquette, Wednesday. 

No. 8 LSU (223-4) did not play. 

Next: vs. Alabama, Thursday. 

No. 9 lowa State (22-4) did not play. 
Next: at Kansas, Wednesday. 

No. 10 Indiana (19-5) at No. 21 lowa. 
Next: at No. 13 Maryland, Friday. 

No. 11 Texas (19-6) did not play. 

Next: at Kansas State, Wednesday. 
No. 12 Arizona (19-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. UCLA, Thursday. 

No. 13 Maryland (20-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 10 Indiana, Friday. 

No. 14 Notre Dame (20-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Clemson, Thursday. 

No. 15 Florida (20-7) did not play. 
Next: at Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

No. 16 Tennessee (21-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi State, Thursday. 
No. 17 Ohio State (20-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Penn State, Thursday. 

No. 18 North Carolina (21-5) did not 
play. Next: at Virginia, Thursday. 

No. 19 BYU (23-2) did not play. 

Next: at. Santa Clara, Thursday. 

No. 20 Oklahoma (20-6) did not play. 
Next: at TCU, Wednesday. 

No. 21 lowa (17-7) vs. No. 5 Indiana. 
Next: at Rutgers, Thursday. 

No. 22 Georgia Tech (19-8) did not play. 
Next: at Florida State, Thursday. 

No. 23 Virginia Tech (20-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. Miami, Thursday. 

No. 24 Florida Gulf Coast (24-2) did not 
play. Next: at Liberty, Thursday. 

No. 25 Georgia (18-8) did not play. 
Next: at Arkansas, Thursday. 

No. 25 Oregon (18-9) did not play. Next: 
at Colorado, Wednesday. 


AUTO RACING 


64TH DAYTONA 500 

Late Sunday at Daytona (Beach, Fla.) 
International Speedway, lap: 2.50 miles 
FPSP DRIVER M LAP PT 


5 Austin Cindric F 201 45 

16 Bubba Wallace T 201 43 

9 Chase Briscoe F 201 34 

7 Ryan Blaney F 201 33 

38 Aric Almirola F 201 32 
10 Kyle Busch T 201 31 

6 Michael McDowell F 201 30 

34 David Ragan F 201 29 

3 BradKeselowski F 201 44 

10 11 Chase Elliott C 201 28 
11 26 Ty Dillon C 201 26 
12 33 Daniel Hemric C 201 0 
13 14 MartinTruexJr T 201 44 
14 24 Corey Lajoie C 201 23 
15 27 Landon Cassill C 201 0 
16 4 Chris Buescher F 200 25 
17 32 Cody Ware F 200 20 
18 21 Daniel Suarez c 199 19 
19 17 Kurt Busch T 199 22 
20 31 Cole Custer F 199 17 
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WOONDNRWNE 


21 20 Joey Logano 198 31 
22 40 Jacques VilleneuveF 198 15 
23 25 Justin Haley 198 14 
24 2 Alex Bowman 197 13 
25 36 Austin Dillon 197 17 
26 35 KazGrala 196 0 
27 37 BJ McLeod 196 610 
28 18 Ricky Stenhouse Jr 194-a 22 
29 13 Erik Jones 191-a 11 
30 22 Kevin Harvick 191-d 10 
31 39 Noah Gragson 190-a 
32 1 KyleLarson 190-a 
33 29 Todd Gilliland 190-a 1 
34 12 Christopher Bell 152-a 
35 15 Tyler Reddick 151-a 
36 28 Greg Biffle 136 

37 30 Denny Hamlin 63-a 

38 23 William Byron 62-a 

39 8 Harrison Burton 62-a 

40 19 Ross Chastain C 62-a 
a-accident; d-DVP; C-Chevrolet; F-Ford; 
T-Toyota 
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RACE STATISTICS 

Winner’s average speed: 142.302 mph. 
Time: 3 hours, 31 minutes, 53 seconds. 
Victory margin: .036 seconds. 

Caution Flags: 7 for 37 laps. 

Lead Changes: 35 among 13 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: K.Larson 0; B.Kesel- 
owski 1-6; Ky.Busch 7; B.Keselowski 
8-26; Ky.Busch 27-31; B.Keselowski 32; 
Ky.Busch 33-37; R.Stenhouse 38; H.Bur- 
ton 39; J.Logano 40; Ky.Busch 41-57; 
W.Byron 58; H.Burton 59-60; M.Truex 
61-67; A.Dillon 68; E.Jones 69-71; 
R.Blaney 72-107; M.Truex 108; B.Wallace 
109; B.Keselowski 110-124; K.Larson 
125; B.Keselowski 126-129; M.Truex 
130-132; B.Wallace 133; B.Keselowski 
134-155; B.Wallace 156; A.Cindric 
157-162; B.Wallace 163-166; A.Cindric 
167-168; B.Wallace 169-170; A.Cindric 
171-175; B.Wallace 176-177; R.Sten- 
house 178; B.Wallace 179; R.Stenhouse 
180-193; A.Cindric 194-201 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): B.Keselowski, 6 times for 

67 laps; R.Blaney, 1 time for 36 laps; 
Ky.Busch, 4 times for 28 laps; A.Cin- 
dric, 4 times for 21 laps; R.Stenhouse, 

3 times for 16 laps; B.Wallace, 7 times 
for 12 laps; M.Truex, 3 times for 11 laps; 
E.Jones, 1 time for 3 laps; H.Burton, 2 
times for 3 laps; J.Logano, 1 time for 1 
lap; A.Dillon, 1 time for 1 lap; K.Larson, 2 
times for 1 lap; W.Byron, 1 time for 1 lap. 








Nine-plus months after winning the Kentucky Derby, the since-deceased Medina Spirit was 
stripped of the victory due to a positive test for a substance banned on race days. GETTY FILE 


HORSE RACING 


Derby win stripped 
from Medina Spirit 


Mandaloun declared winner; 
Baffert handed 90-day ban 


By Gary B. Graves 


Associated Press 


Medina Spirit was stripped of the victory 
in last year’s Kentucky Derby and Mandal- 
oun was declared the winner after a ruling 
by state racing stewards Monday. 

The since-deceased Medina Spirit tested 
positive after the race in May for a steroid, 
betamethasone, that is legal in Kentucky 
but banned on race day. The positive test 
threw the world’s best-known horse race 
into turmoil and cast an unflattering spot- 
light on trainer Bob Baffert, considered the 
face of horse racing after he guided horses 
to the Triple Crown in 2015 and 2018. 

Medina Spirit finished halfa length ahead 
of Mandaloun in the race, giving Baffert 
what was then his seventh Kentucky Derby 
title. Baffert was subsequently banned for 
two years by Churchill Downs following 
the positive test. 

Monday’s decision by the Kentucky 
Horse Racing Commission makes Medina 
Spirit the second horse in the 147-year 
history of the race to be disqualified for a 
banned substance; the first was Dancer’s 
Image in 1968, a decision that gave Forward 
Pass the victory. The only other disqualifi- 
cation was in 2019 when Maximum Secu- 
rity was penalized because of interference, 
giving Country House the win. 

Following the announcement by the 
racing stewards, Churchill Downs issued 
a statement declaring Mandaloun the 
Kentucky Derby winner and congratulat- 
ing owner and breeder Juddmonte Farms, 
trainer Brad Cox and jockey Florent 
Geroux. Cox becomes the first Louisville 
native to win the Derby, and Mandal- 
oun’s owners will receive the $1.8 million 
winner’s purse. 

The track plans to replace Medina Spirit 
with Mandaloun on the paddock sign 
honoring the Derby winner on Tuesday. 
Mandaloun is set to run in the $20 million 
Saudi Cup in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on 
Saturday. The winner receives $10 million. 

The racing commission also suspended 
Baffert for 90 days and fined the Hall of 


Fame trainer $7,500 on Monday. The deci- 
sion followed a Feb. 14 hearing that was 
closed to the public and media. 

Clark Brewster, an attorney for Baffert, 
said he would appeal the ruling. 

The California Horse Racing Board said it 
will honor Baffert’s suspension at its tracks. 
He’s based at Santa Anita, where he has 
already won some of this season’s 3-year- 
old prep races for the Kentucky Derby. 

The CHRB also said it will honor any 
stay or preliminary injunction if granted by 
Kentucky racing officials or a court. 

Medina Spirit collapsed and died Dec. 6 
of a heart attack following a training run at 
Santa Anita less than a month after finishing 
second in the Breeders’ Cup Classic at Del 
Mar. A necropsy found no definitive cause 
of the horse’s death. 

Baffert initially denied wrongdoing after 
a post-Derby drug test revealed 21 pico- 
grams of betamethasone in the horse’s 
system. Baffert later acknowledged treating 
the horse with a topical ointment contain- 
ing the corticosteroid for a skin inflamma- 
tion. 

Churchill Downs subsequently 
suspended Baffert, citing a recent spate 
of failed drug tests by his horses. Baffert 
sued the racing commission in June, seek- 
ing custody of remnant samples of Medina 
Spirit’s blood and urine for subsequent test- 
ing to prove that the steroid did not come 
from an injection. 

Another Baffert attorney, Craig Robert- 
son, said in December that a urine test from 
a split sample showed the steroid came 
from an ointment. 

Animal Wellness Action executive direc- 
tor Marty Irby applauded the stewards ina 
statement for taking action against Baffert, 
whom he called “American horse racing’s 
most infamous violator.” 

“Baffert continues to drag horse racing 
through the mud in scandal after scandal,” 
Irby said, “and we call on every racing juris- 
diction in the nation to hold him account- 
able by reciprocating the Kentucky Horse 
Racing Commission’s suspension in their 
own state. We’re elated that Baffert won’t 
be participating in the upcoming 2022 
Kentucky Derby and believe the horses will 
be better off, and the event will have more 
credibility, without him.” 





IN BRIEF 


Michigan’s Howard gets 5-game ban 


News services 


Michigan basketball coach Juwan 
Howard was suspended the final five games 
of the regular season and fined $40,000 for 
hitting a Wisconsin assistant in the head, 
triggering a postgame melee. 

The Big Ten Conference also on Monday 
suspended three players one game for the 
altercation following the Badgers’ 77-63 win 
on Sunday in Madison: Michigan’s Moussa 
Diabate and Terrance Williams II, and 
Jahcobi Neath of Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin coach Greg Gard was 
fined $10,000 for violating the confer- 
ence’s sportsmanship policy, but wasn’t 
suspended. Howard is expected to be back 
for the Big Ten tournament, which begins 
March 9 in Indianapolis. 

Phil Martelli will serve as Michigan’s 
interim coach in Howard’s absence. 

Howard was upset after Gard called a 
timeout with 15 seconds left and his team 
leading by 15 on Sunday. 

The altercation began in the postgame 
handshake line, when Howard said to Gard 
that he “would remember this (expletive).” 
Gard then grabbed Howard by the arm in an 
attempt to explain why he called the time- 
out. Howard yelled “Don’t (expletive) touch 
me!” and put his right index finger in Gard’s 
face as the two began to argue. 

After the two coaches were separated, 
Howard swung his right hand and struck 
Wisconsin assistant coach Joe Krabben- 
hoft on the left side of the head with an 
open hand. 

Players from each side got involved in 
the skirmish, and video appeared to show 
Diabate and Neath throwing punches. 

Gard said he took the timeout because 
his backup players had four seconds to get 


the ball across half court against Michigan’s 
full-court press, and he wanted to reset the 
clock to 10 seconds. 

Howard issued an apology after the 
suspension was announced. 

This isn’t Howard’s first high-profile inci- 
dent with another Big Ten coach. 

Last season, Howard got into a shouting 
match with then-Maryland coach Mark 
Turgeon and had to be restrained during the 
conference tournament. Howard drew two 
technicals and was ejected from the game. 


NBA: Free-agent G Goran Dragic, 35, will 
sign with the Nets for the rest of the season, 
his agent told ESPN. 


NFL: A judge in Houston ruled that Deshaun 
Watson can face questions under oath 
in at least some of the 22 civil cases filed 
against him by women who have accused 
the Texans quarterback of actions ranging 
from harassment to sexual assault during 
massage sessions. 


NHL: Elias Lindholm’s go-ahead goal with 
47 seconds left extended his goal streak to 
eight games and the Flames tied a franchise 
record with their 10th consecutive victory, 
winning 3-1 over the visiting Jets. The fran- 
chise mark was set on two occasions. 


Soccer: Borussia Dortmund announced 
that forward Gio Reyna’s latest injury isn’t 
as bad as initially thought and the Amer- 
ican could return to team training in two 
weeks. The 19-year-old Reyna’s first start in 
six months ended in tears Sunday as he left 
the field amid fears of a recurrence of the 
right hamstring injury he sustained Sept. 2 
while playing in a World Cup qualifier for 
the United States. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Tuesday: vs. Villanova (at 
Gampel), 8 p.m., FS1 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Wednesday: vs. Marquette 
(at XL Center), 7 p.m., SNY 
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The Bruins’ David Pastrnak, center, is congratulated by teammates Brandon Carlo and Taylor Hall after scoring against the 
Avalanche in the second period Monday in Boston. WINSLOW TOWNSON/AP 


BRUINS 5, AVALANCHE 1 


A complete victory 


Pastrnak, Boston turn in arguably best game of season, rout Colorado 


By Kyle Hightower 
Associated Press 


BOSTON — David Pastrnak’s scor- 
ing slump is a thing of the past. 

A game after ending a four-game 
scoreless drought, the Bruins’ top 
scorer had two goals to help Boston 
roll past the Western Confer- 
ence-leading Colorado Avalanche 5-1 
on Monday. 

Patrice Bergeron, Jake DeBrusk and 
Charlie Coyle also scored for Boston, 
which has won two straight. Jeremy 
Swayman had 28 saves, and Taylor 
Hall added three assists. 

“T think that was the best game of 
this year if you’re talking full game, 
60 minutes,” Pastrnak said. “We just 
stayed in the moment. We were really 
energized. It was a great win for us 
and two big points.” 

It was a makeup for their Dec. 23 
matchup that was postponed because 
of aleague-wide outbreak of COVID- 
19 cases. 

Pastrnak, who broke out of a four- 
game scoring slump with a game-win- 
ning overtime goal to lift Boston past 


Ottawa on Saturday, has a team-lead- 
ing 27 goals on the season. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy said Hall in 
particular has stepped up since Brad 
Marchand was suspended Feb. 9, 
taking his place on Boston’s top line. 
Hall has five points over the past three 
games. “Especially the play-making 
part,” Cassidy said. “He’s made a lot of 
nice plays with those extra minutes.” 

Nathan MacKinnon had the lone 
goal for Colorado, which had its 
two-game winning streak snapped. 
Darcy Kuemper finished with 40 
saves. 

Gabriel Landeskog said a stretch 
that’s had the Avs play four games 
in six days wasn’t an excuse for their 
lethargic start. 

Boston held a 21-9 edge in shots on 
goal during the opening period, but 
needed alittle luck to take an early 1-0 
lead. 

Charlie McAvoy took away the puck 
from Avs star defenseman Cale Makar 
along the boards in the Colorado zone 
and flipped it toward the slot. The pass 
went between Bergeron and Samuel 
Girard and ricocheted to a cutting 


Pastrnak, who ripped his snap shot 
past Kuemper with 2:30 remaining in 
the period. 

The Bruins pushed it to 2-0 with 
11:59 left in the second after Bergeron 
gathered a pass from Hall, had his 
initial shot saved by Kuemper, then 
stretched his stick to flip in his own 
rebound. It was Bergeron’s 13th goal 
of the season. 

Colorado finally got on the board 
via the power play. The Avalanche 
took advantage and MacKinnon 
got his slap shot into the roof of the 
net past Swayman off assists from 
Mikko Rantannen and Makar. 

But the Bruins responded quickly, 
scoring two goals over the next 2:44. 

First, Pastrnak fired in a slap shot 
from the top of the slot through traf- 
fic to make it 3-1. 

Just over a minute later, DeBrusk 
was the trailer following a Bruins 
takeaway and was the recipient of a 
pass from Curtis Lazar in front of the 
net. DeBrusk’s first wrist shot was 
stopped, buthe wrapped the rebound 
past Kuemper for his second goal in 
two games. 








UConn 
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back into this equation is 
still unclear. It won’t be this 
week, he said, which means 
not during the regular 
season. Maybe the Big East 
Tournament, maybe the 
NCAA Tournament. She’s 
doing more, not wearing the 
knee brace all the time, but 
there are good days and bad. 

But the Huskies, who 
moved up three spots to 
No. 7 in Monday’s Asso- 
ciated Press Top 25, have 
most everyone else back, 
and it has been clicking. 
Auriemma used 10 play- 
ers against Georgetown, all 
10 scored. Only Christyn 
Williams played for more 
than 30 minutes. 

“It’s so refreshing. It’s 
like a breath of fresh air just 
being able to be subbed,” 
Williams said. “It’s the end 
of the season, a long stretch 
of games coming up. It helps 
our bodies recover.” 

Nika Muhl added, “being 
able to be subbed in practice 
really helps alot” 

There was something to 
harp on, 21 turnovers, but 
Georgetown only scored 12 
points off them. The Huskies 
had balance, rebounding, 
passing, shot selection; the 
56.9 percentage indicative of 
the number of layups. Pres- 
suring the ball, they scored 
30 points off turnovers and 
had 22 assists on 33 baskets. 

“Tt’s fun. I know it’s fun to 
watch, and its definitely fun 
playing that way,” Williams 
said. “We are our best when 
we're getting out in transi- 
tion, and everything just 
flows from there.” 

The picture starts to 
come into focus now. The 
Huskies no longer looked 
gassed in the fourth quar- 
ter, no longer beaten down 
or easily trapped. They no 
longer have to try to find a 
way with what they’ve got. 
They have enough to dictate 


how games go. 

As Auriemma told his 
team after the win at Xavier, 
the Huskies are no longer 
building for something. 
They hung on through the 
tough times, and better 
times are here. 

“Tt’s a further validation 
that when we’re good, we’re 
really good” Auriemma said. 
“We can be explosive in 
transition. We can be really 
good defensively, really good 
in the half court. Now it’s 
just getting 40 minutes out 
of it” 

This one started another 
grueling week, with games 
Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday to finish the regular 
season. UConn (19-5, 13-1 Big 
East) lost its long AAC/Big 
East winning streak, but can 
nail down the regular-sea- 
son conference title with 
a win over Marquette on 
Wednesday. 

“Every year, the goal has 
been to win your conference 
championship,” Auriemma 
said. “That’s job No. 1. That 
still holds true and always 
will. I like when we have a 
chance because that means 
that over five months, we’re 
the best team.” 

It took nearly all of five 
months for the Huskies to 
get enough players healthy 
together to play according 
to script. Bueckers, the last 
piece of this puzzle, contin- 
ues to work toward her 
entrance. 

“For most of this year, we 
only had one way to play,” 
Auriemma said. “And we 
hoped that it worked against 
every team. But you like to 
go in saying, ‘This team can’t 
handle this. Let’s do that’ ” 

But as the last week of 
the regular season gets 
underway, Auriemma and 
the Huskies are once again 
dressed for success. 

“We're just going to stay in 
the moment,’ Williams said. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com. 
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the amateur track and field 
championships. 

After college, Tribou 
joined the Army. Follow- 
ing World War II, he was 
stationed in Europe and 
ran in a race with Sydney 
Wooderson, one of the top 
milers in the world, and 
Arne Andersson, the world 
record holder, in front of 
55,000 people at White 
City Stadium in London. 
Roger Bannister, who went 
on to become the first man 
to break the 4-minute mile 
barrier, was 15 years old and 
watched from the stands. 
Tribou finished seventh of 


eight runners, but it was 
a thrill for him to be in the 
race. 

Very few adults ran after 
college back then, so Tribou 
went to work for Travelers. 
He started back running in 
the late 1960s, urged by his 
friend Robbins, who died in 
2006 at age 85. 

Tribou recalled winning 
atrophy for being the oldest 
runner in a race in 1968. He 
was 47. “Back then, 47 was 
ancient,” he said. 

He moved from Granby 
to Louisiana a few years ago 
to live with his son Tony. 
Funeral arrangements are 
pending. 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 
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give you nothing. You have to mini- 
mize your mistakes. We have to 
minimize our mistakes as muchas 
possible and make a ton of plays. 
We aren’t able to play as mistake- 
free as they will.” 

On the injury front, forward 
Akok Akok, who is nursing a foot 
sprain, is a game-time decision. 
Three other Huskies are also 
dealing with injuries or illnesses 
— Tyrese Martin (ankle), R.J. Cole 
chip) and Isaiah Whaley (stomach 
bug) — but should be good to go for 
the game. Whaley missed a prac- 
tice due to the issue 

According to Villanova coach 
Jay Wright, Collin Gillespie (knee) 
and Justin Moore (ankle) both 
participated in parts of Monday’s 
practice. They should be able to 
play in the game. 

With the game expected to draw 
a big crowd, the Hartford Police 
Department put outa traffic advisory. 

The memo read, “The game is 
anticipated to be very well attended, 


resulting in greater than normal traf 
fic in Downtown, especially those 
areas near the XL Center.” 

Here’s everything you need to 
know about the matchup: 


The basics 


Site: XL Center, Hartford 

Time: 8 p.m., Tuesday 

Series: Villanova leads 38-31 
Last meeting: Villanova won, 85- 
74,o0n Feb. 5 at Wells Fargo Center. 
TV: FS1 (Kevin Kugler, Bill Raftery) 
Live Stream: Fox Sports app 
Radio: UConn Sports Network 
(Mike Crispino, Wayne Norman). 
XM-201. Sirius-137. XM-201. SXM 
app-964. 97.9-ESPN Hartford. 
WILI-1400-AM (Willimantic). 
WATR-1320-AM (Waterbury). 
WAVZ-1300-AM (New Haven). 
WGCH-1490-AM (Greenwich). 


No. 8 Villanova (21-6, 
14-3 Big East) probable 
starters, 6th man 


Collin Gillespie, G, 6-3, Gr.; Brandon 
Slater, F, 6-7, Sr.; Justin Moore, G, 6- 


4, Jr.; Jermaine Samuels, F, 6-7, Gr.; 
Eric Dixon, F, 6-8, So.; Caleb Daniels, 
G, 6-4, Sr. 


No. 21 UConn 
(19-7, 10-5) probable 
starters, 6th man 


R.J. Cole, G, 6-1, GS; Isaiah Whaley, 
F, 6-9, GS; Adama Sanogo, F, 6-9, 
So.; Tyrese Martin, G/F, 6-6, Sr.; 
Andre Jackson, G/F, 6-6, So.; Jordan 
Hawkins, G, 6-5, Fr. 


The matchup 


UConn’s offense: Sanogo, who 
was named to the Big East Honor 
Roll on Monday, needs to get the 
ballin the post, and the Huskies 
must limit turnovers. 

UConn’s defense: The Huskies 
need to play good perimeter 
defense and not let Villanova’s 
guards beat defenders off the 
dribble, a problem UConn has had 
this season. 

Villanova’s offense: The Wildcats 
have one of the best offenses in 
the nation, ranking No. 6 in Division 








riscassi-davis.com 


Did you know? 


Distractions are the number three cause of pedestrian 
fatalities in the U.S., particularly by electronic devices. 
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injured for more than 60 years 


lin offensive efficiency with 118.8, 
according to KenPom. Gillespie 
leads the team in scoring with 16.6 
points per game. 

Villanova’s defense: The defense 
forced 15 UConn turnovers in the 
last game, so the priority for the 
Huskies will be to take care of the 
ball especially on entry passes to 
the post. 

UConn’s key: Stop Villanova 
guards from taking over the game 
and make sure to stay out of foul 
trouble, as the Wildcats are No. 1in 
free-throw shooting (82.8%). 
Player to watch: Sanogo. He was 
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UConn’s Tyler Polley says he’s confident UConn can end an eight-year 
drought against Villanova when the teams meet Tuesday night in Hartford. 
CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 





anon-factor for half of the game 
last time. UConn needs him to be 
aggressive and make his presence 
felt from the start. 

About Villanova’s coach: Jay 
Wright. He has coached at Villanova 
for 21 years, leading the team to six 
Big East championships. 
Villanova’s mascot: Wildcat. It 
was chosen in 1926. 

Villanova famous alumni: Current 
NBA player Jalen Brunson. 


Shreyas Laddha can be reached 
at sladdha@courant.com or at 
shre98 on Twitter. 
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SHORTS 
Curry, LeBron shine in All-Star Game 


Stephen Curry got another 3-pointrecord. LeBron James 
got another All-Star win. Not a bad night in Ohio for the 
two All-Stars from Akron. “It’s right on the nose of how 
it should go,” Curry said. Curry, left, turned boos to oohs 
and aahs with the greatest long-distance shooting perfor- 
mance in All-Star Game history, then James made a turn- 
around jumper that gave Team LeBron a 163-160 victory 
over Team Durant on Sunday night in Cleveland. Curry 
made 16 3-pointers and scored 50 points, two off Anthony 
Davis’ record. Curry, who earlier this season became the 
NBA’ career leader in 3-pointers, missed his final attempt 
beyond the arc that would have allowed him to surpass 
Davis. But with James’ team needing a basket to reach 
the target score of 163 points, they couldn’t afford to keep 
feeding Curry. So James pulled up from deep on the right 
side for the winning bucket, making him 5-0 inthe format 
where the leading vote-getters in each conference draft 
teams. “Obviously I got the MVP; I played well the whole 
night. He hit the game-winner,” Curry said of James, who 
was born at the same Akron hospital. “All the history of 
our series and the Akron ties, and all that going into how 





Djokovic ‘satisfied’ with win in return 


Novak Djokovic won his first match of 
the year when he beat Lorenzo Musetti 
6-3, 6-3 to open the Dubai Champion- 
ships on Monday. Djokovic couldn’t 
defend his Australian Open title last 
month because he was deported from 
the country for being unvaccinated. 
The United Arab Emirates allowed him 
entry, and Djokovic cashed in at a tournament he’s won 
five times. Musetti took two sets off the world’s top-ranked 
player at the French Open last year but, on abreezy Dubai 
evening, the Italian wild card couldn’t convert bags of 
break chances while trailing 3-1 in the first set and 4-2 in 
the second. “I have to be satisfied with my tennis, espe- 
cially after not playing for two and a half, three months,” 
Djokovic said. “Of course, there were moments when I 
played great, there were moments when I made a couple 
of unforced errors in a row uncharacteristically. But it’s 
normal to expect that (in my) first match after a while.” 
Andy Murray won his first match in Dubai since his title 
run in 2017. He beat Australian qualifier Christopher 


the night went — can’t really draw it up any other way.” 





O’Connell 6-7 (4), 6-3, 7-5 after nearly three hours. 





Signs of progress at latest MLB talks 


Baseball negotiations resumed with renewed intensity 
Monday in an effort to salvage opening day, and Major 
League Baseball made slight moves toward locked-out 
players. With perhaps a week left to salvage opening day, 
union head Tony Clark attended negotiations for the first 
time since the MLB lockout began, accompanied by Mets 
stars Max Scherzer and Francisco Lindor. MLB increased 
its offer of a bonus pool for pre-arbitration players by 
$5 million to $20 million, a fraction of the $115 million the 
union has asked for. Clubs also increased their proposal for 
a lottery for the amateur draft from the top three picks to 
the top four. Players have asked for the top eight. Both sides 
metat least twice, with a lengthy break for caucuses in-be- 
tween. They talked into the early evening, their longest 
time together in one place since the lockout began. The 
previous time the sides met, they talked for only 15 minutes 
on Thursday. Talks will resume Tuesday. Workouts failed 
to start on time last week due to baseball’s ninth work 
stoppage, its first since 1995. Monday’s session was just 
the seventh on core economics since the lockout started 
Dec. 2, and the sides have met on consecutive days just 
once, on Jan. 24 and 25. —Associated Press 








LeBron James (6) and Russell Westbrook must carry the ninth-place Lakers during the absence of Anthony Davis. GETTY FILE 


NBA 


Stretch run sneaks up 


Race for postseason starts 
at end of All-Star break 


By Brian Mahoney 


Associated Press 


CLEVELAND — When the All-Star 
break ends, the stretch run begins. 

There isn’t much time left in the 
NBA season. The All-Star weekend 
came at about the 60-game mark for 
teams, far beyond the midpoint of the 
82-game schedule. It’s a sprint to the 
finish now, and the Nets and Lakers 
have to prove they have the legs to 
make arun. 

The Nets could have Kevin Durant 
and Ben Simmons on the floor soon to 
spark asurge. But the Lakers might be 
without Anthony Davis for more than a 
month because ofa foot injury, putting 
a heavy burden on LeBron James. 

Injured and inconsistent, neither 
team is a sure thing to even make the 
postseason. Both have performed far 
below expectations, with the Lakers 
only 27-31. But poor play in the winter 
is quickly forgotten if a team warms 
up come springtime, just as the Bucks 
did last year. 

“As a team, we started playing good 
basketball towards the end,” Giannis 
Antetokounmpo said. “Maybe we can 
do it again. ... We have a hell of ateam.” 

The Bucks are actually only in fifth 
place, but that means little in the tightly 
packed Eastern Conference. The Heat 
and Bulls are tied at the top, the 76ers 
and surprising Cavaliers are 2 4% games 
back and the Bucks are just percentage 
points behind them. 

There’s more separation out West, 
where the Suns have pulled away to 


a 6 %4-game lead over the Warriors by 
winning seven straight to run their 
record to 48-10. 

Even those teams have concerns, 
with the Suns bracing for a lengthy 
absence for Chris Paul and the 
Warriors still going without Draymond 
Green because of a back injury. 

The Nets hope their injury issues are 
almost over. Durant is nearing areturn 
after missing a month with a sprained 
left knee ligament, though coach 
Steve Nash said he isn’t expecting the 
All-Star forward to be ready when they 
resume their season Thursday. 

The usual injury problems this 
season were compounded for 
some teams by the coronavirus. An 
outbreak within the Nets contrib- 
uted to them deciding to bring the 
unvaccinated Kyrie Irving back part 
time even though he still can’t play in 
home games. The Hawks lost nine of 
12 games during one rough stretch. 

They’re 10th in the East a year after 
reaching the East finals. 

The play-in helps the Hawks. For the 
second straight year, the teams in the 
Nos. 7-10 spots will play for the final 
two postseason spots in each confer- 
ence. Right now, both the eighth-place 
Nets and ninth-place Lakers would 
find themselves there. 

Some other things to watch down 
the stretch: 


Paul’s pain 
The All-Star point guard injured his 
right thumb in the Suns’ final game 
before the break and had a soft cast 
covering it this weekend. He could 
miss the rest of the regular season. 
“We have to figure it out,” fellow 


All-Star Devin Booker said. “Every- 
body has to give alittle bit more. I look 
at the beauty in it. He gets to rest his 
legs. He gets to get ready for a long 
postseason. So we got to hold it down 
without him. 

“We got to hold the fort down.” 


MVP race 


The Nuggets’ Nikola Jokic has a 
strong case to win a second straight 
MVP award and Antetokounmpo 
could win his third. They both might 
be chasing 76ers center Joel Embiid, 
the league’s leading scorer with 29.6 
points per game who gets an All-Star 
sidekick this week when James 
Harden debuts after being swapped 
for Simmons. 

“Well, Idon’t really want to push for 
the whole thing, but the way I’ve been 
playing speaks for itself” Embiid said, 
“especially with everything we went 
through, the drama this whole year, 
and obviously missing a big piece, and 
everything we added to our team and 
the way our team is set up.” 


Surprises so far 


All-Star Ja Morant has fueled the 
Grizzlies to a 41-19 record and third 
place in the West, while the Cavs are an 
unexpected 35-23. They don’t have any 
postseason polish, but Green doesn’t 
think that will hurt the young teams. 

“We won a championship my third 
year,” he said, referring to the Warriors’ 
2015 title. “The majority of us were 
going into that playoffs 15 to 20 play- 
off games in our career and we were 
able it win a championship. So I don’t 
view the inexperience as a problem.” 





AUTO RACING ANALYSIS 


NASCAR gets win 
with Daytona 500 


By Jenna Fryer | Associated Press 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Jim France was ecstatic in 
the garage before the Daytona 500. The grandstands were 
full for the first time in two years, fans again roamed every 
inch of the grounds in search ofa selfie or a signature, and 
there was no threat of rain ruining NASCAR’s biggest race 
of the season. 

There was no talk of NASCAR’s new car or new rules. 
No sense of foreboding ahead of the start. The show was 
all that mattered. 

“I keep looking up, so 
thankful we’ve finally got 
perfect weather,” said 
NASCAR’s chairman. “This 
is going to be a perfect day.” 

And so it was for 
NASCAR, which wrapped 
its 64th running of “The 
Great American Race” 
without a single snag. The 
race was fine and free of 
drama, the Next Gen car 
was as good as advertised, 
and rookie Austin Cindric 
was a fresh first-time 
winner who gifted Roger 
Penske a victory on the team owner’s 85th birthday. 

The race marked a return to normalcy for NASCAR, 
which found flexibility during the pandemic that helped 
America’s top motorsports series navigate its way through 
two turbulent years. A willingness to adapt and break from 
its long traditions has helped stabilize NASCAR at the 
same time it’s undergoing massive change. 

Shutdowns and mandates forced NASCAR to race 
where it could in 2020, a catalyst to the most significantly 
overhauled schedule in series history the next season. 
Cover Bristol in dirt? Sure! Add more road courses? Abso- 
lutely! 

Taking a few risks emboldened NASCAR to think 
entirely outside its comfort zone. 

NASCAR built a temporary track inside Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum and then moved The Clash from 
Daytona International Speedway, its only home since 
its 1979 debut, to Los Angeles. The star-studded exhi- 
bition race earlier this month even included a halftime 
— unheard of in motorsports — with a six-minute set 
performed by Ice Cube. 

The success of The Clash re-energized the industry 
ahead of the Daytona 500, which had sold out well over a 
month in advance and had an estimated 120,000 specta- 
tors on site Sunday across speedway grounds. 

“If you ask the question how I think NASCAR is today 
and what we see, I think we’re on a great trajectory,” 
Penske said. 

NASCAR looked much different Sunday than it did two 
years ago at the Daytona 500, when then-President Donald 
Trump descended on the speedway. Trump delivered the 
command to start engines, but his appearance turned the 
Daytona 500 into something closer to a campaign rally. 

Bubba Wallace that day was the only Black driver in 
the Daytona 500 field, and that was still the case when he 
crossed the finish line in second behind Cindric on Sunday. 
But the demographics within the sport have dramatically 
improved as NASCAR works to broaden its audience. 

Michael Jordan is a team and was at the Daytona 500 for 
a second consecutive year. Jordan, who made it from the 
race to Cleveland in time for the NBA’s celebration Sunday 
night of its 75th season, is co-owner of 23XI Racing, and 
with Wallace as the driver it marks the only pairing of a 
Black owner and Black driver at NASCAR’s top level. 

Pitbull has an ownership stake at Trackhouse Racing, 
which fields a car for Mexican driver Daniel Suarez, and 
the team recently welcomed UFC President Dana White 
to its ownership group. 

But in addition to Jordan’s cars, the Daytona 500 
featured two new teams run by Black owners. The Money 
Team Racing, owned by boxing great Floyd Mayweather 
Jr., made its NASCAR debut with a 26th-place finish by 
Kaz Grala. 

NY Racing, run by Black entrepreneur John Cohen, 
also got its car in the race. Jacques Villeneuve, the former 
Formula One champion and Indianapolis 500 winner, 
helped get anew European team into the field, as well. 

The sun shined on all of them, and perhaps the new 
direction NASCAR needed for years —decades, even — 
is here. Charles Woodson, the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
defensive back and Fox Sports analyst, was at Daytona as 
the official grand marshal and brought his young son and 
three of his friends to experience the show. 

He noted NASCAR’s improved diversity efforts had 
opened options for Black ownership, and when asked if 
he’d consider getting formally involved with NASCAR, 
Woodson joked, “Don’t threaten me with a good time, I 
definitely wouldn’t mind exploring it.” 

As he soaked in the sights, sounds and scene, Woodson 
recognized that NASCAR — one of the first major sports to 
resume competition early in the pandemic and the first to 
finish its entire 2020 season — is back at full speed. 

“People have been ready for this,’ Woodson said. “You 
can feel the energy from the fans at the track. I think we’re 
ready for this type of event and getting back to doing what 
we love doing — getting outdoors and watching sports.” 





Rookie Austin Cindric won 
NASCAR's season-opening 
Daytona 500 on Sunday. 
JARED C. TILTON/GETTY 
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UHart women struggle in the 
CCC-South ccc 


BRISTOL CENTRAL 76, BRISTOL EASTERN 50 
BRISTOL CENTRAL (20-0): Victor Rosa 3-0-8, 
Damion Glasper 2-0-5, Steve Alseph 3-0-6, 
Zach Vanasse 1-0-3, Harry Ross 0-1-1, Carmelo 
Thompson 2-0-6, Carson Rivoira 1-0-2, Donovan 
Clingan 14-3-31, Julius Powell 4-0-8, Jayeson 
VanBeveren 3-0-6. Totals 33-4-76. 

BRISTOL EASTERN (4-16): Jeremiah Tatum 
2-3-7, Elijah Borgelin 1-0-2, Lukas Sward 6-1-16, 
Ben D’Amato 1-0-3, Brayden Dauphinais 1-4-7, 
Nate Fries 1-1-4, Isaiah Lawrence-Bynum 3-2-8, 
Brady Bell 01-1, Xavier Kalanquin 1-0-2. Totals 
16-12-50. 


BC 23 2119 13— 76 
BE 11 5 9 25— 50 


Of note: Clingan scored his 2000th career 
point on the first bucket of the second half. He 
finished the game at 2,008career points. 








scc 
AMITY 65, CHESHIRE 52 


NVL 

ST. PAUL 54, TORRINGTON 44 

Others 

CROMWELL 80, EAST WINDSOR 46 

EAST WINDSOR (3-17): Josh Maddox 4-2-13, Eric 
Wyse 2-0-5, Ryan Lee 4-6-15, Juelz Torres 2-3-7, 
Justin Rodriguez 2-1-6. Totals 14-12-46. 
CROMWELL (18-1): Gianluca Albert 6-1-18, Louis 
Friend 4-0-8, Victor Payne 4-4-12, JJ Feehan 
6-0-12, Jake Salafia 1-0-3, Connor McMillan 
2-0-5, Tyler Daniele 3-1-7, Luke Gagnon 3-0-9, 
Sam Stergos 3-0-6. Totals 32-6-80. 





Ew 1414 711-— 46 
c 31 23 25 1—- 80 
OLD SAYBROOK 52, WHEELER 36 

HAND 78, MORGAN 59 

EAST LYME 66, XAVIER 54 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Conference Tournaments 
cTC—Quarterfinals 

GOODWIN TECH 55, O’BRIEN TECH 48 
O’BRIEN TECH (13-8): Marley Orosz 2-0-4, 
Navoni Harris 2-1-6, Contessa Davis 6-1-14, 
Gianni Gomez 3-0-7, Stephanie Tamburrino 
5-0-12, Makayla Morain 2-0-5. Totals 20-2-48. 
GOODWIN TECH (15-5): Avalise Hernandez 
2-2-7, Ericka Aponte 4-0-8, Megan Lukaszewski 
6-3-18, Mariela Cartagena 6-1-17, Dezaraya 
Trusty 2-0-5. Totals 20-6-55. 


OT 13 13 8 14— 48 
GT 18 14 11 12— 55 


WINDHAM TECH 88, PRINCE TECH 38 
SCC—Semifinals (Law HS, Milford) 

HAND 42, MERCY 36 

MERCY (18-5): Avery Kohs 0-4-4, Sophie Hedge 
5-3-13, Kate Donlan 0-1-1, Ava Giansiracusa 
3-3-10, Melina Ford 4-0-8. Totals 12-11-36. 
HAND (20-3): Brooke Salutari 3-0-7, Sophia 
Coppola 2-2-6, Natalie Lucas 3-2-10, Maya 
Blomberg 2-0-4, Coco Rourke 4-0-8, Carson 
Miller 0-1-1, Annie Goodrich 2-2-6. Totals 16-7- 
42. 


M 6 913 8— 36 
H 10 12 6 14— 42 


BOYS HOCKEY 


SCC/SWC 

LYMAN HALL 4, HAND 3 
SHEEHAN 6, MILFORD CO-OP 0 
Others 

WETHERSFIELD 3, EASTERN CT 2 


E 101-2 
WwW 111-3 


Goals: W—Colby Quinn (2), Jack Millen; E— 
Drew Sagar, Anthony Gesino. Saves: W—Owen 
Thulen, 14; E—Cam McCollum, 18. Rec.: W—12- 
3-2; E—9-9-1. Note: Shane Mazur had 3assists. 
CONARD 3, MASUK 2 

BBD 5, NORTHEASTERN 1 

ENFIELD CO-OP 4, TRI-TOWN 2 

WEST HAVEN 3, EAST CATHOLIC 1 


GIRLS HOCKEY 


ccc 

AVON CO-OP 2, EAST CATHOLIC CO-OP 0 
CONARD/HALL 2, SIMSBURY 1 
Conference Tournaments 

















SOUTHINGTON 97, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 70 
Note: Alex LeClair was a double winner in the 
200IM and 100breast and helped Southington 
win the 200free relay. 


GIRLS GYMNASTICS 


Others 

H-K/MORGAN/WESTBROOK 132.45, MERCY 
124.45. VALLEY REGIONAL 120.65 
WOODSTOCK ACADEMY 141.25, KILLINGLY 
128.3, NFA 124.25, SOUTH WINDSOR 122.4 


TUESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


ALL GAMES AT 6:45 P.M. UNLESS NOTED 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-North: Newington at Wethersfield; Rocky 
Hill at New Britain; Windsor at Bloomfield 
CCC-South: Maloney at Platt; Berlin at Plain- 
ville; Middletown at Lewis Mills 

CCC-West: Avon at Farmington; Glastonbury at 
Simsbury; Northwest Catholic at Southington; 
Hall at Conard 

CCC-East: Enfield at RHAM; East Hartford at 
Manchester; South Windsor at East Catholic; 
Tolland at E.0. Smith 

Shoreline: Old Saybrook at Coginchaug, 7p.m.; 
Portland at Old Lyme, 7p.m. 

CTC: Goodwin Tech at Norwich Tech, 6:30p.m.; 
Vinal Tech at Ellis Tech, 6:30p.m.; Cheney Tech 
at Windham Tech, 7p.m.; Bullard-Havens at 
Wilcox Tech, 7p.m. 

CRAL: Aerospace at MLC, 6p.m.; Capital Prep at 
Weaver; Achievement First at Classical, 7p.m. 
Others: East Hampton at SMSA, 6p.m.; West 
Haven at Prince Tech, 7p.m. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Conference Tournaments 
CCC—Semifinals (Enfield HS): Windsor vs. East 
Hartford, 6p.m.; Southington vs. Newington, 8 


p.m. 
NCCC—Semifinals: Bolton at Granby, 6p.m.; 
Canton at Somers, 6:30p.m. 
Shoreline—Semifinal: Valley Regional at Crom- 
well, 7p.m. 

CRAL-—Semifinals: Aerospace at Weaver, 5p.m.; 
Capital Prep at Parish Hill, 6p.m. 

ECC—Finals (Mohegan Sun Arena) 

Division 1: New London vs. Bacon Academy, 8 
p.m. 

Division 2: Plainfield vs. Windham, 6p.m. 
NVL—Semifinal (Holy Cross HS): St. Paul vs. 
Seymour, 5:30p.m. 


=o) '4-7 , [oled (4 


Others: Westhill/Stamford at Hall, 10a.m. 


BOYS SWIMMING 


CCC: East Catholic at Windsor, 3:30p.m.; 
Glastonbury at South Windsor, 3:45p.m.; Berlin 
at Plainville, 4p.m.; Middletown at Bristol co-op, 
5:30p.m.; Wethersfield at Newington, 5:30p.m.; 
Hall at Conard, 7p.m.; Farmington at Simsbury, 
8p.m. 

scc: Lyman Hall/Coginchaug at Notre Dame- 
West Haven, 4p.m.; Shelton at Hand, 5p.m. 


MONDAY’S COLLEGE 
RESULT 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


BINGHAMTON 63, HARTFORD 46 


TUESDAY’S COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Yale at Dartmouth, 6p.m. 

Villanova at UConn (XL), 8p.m. 

LEC Tourney—Quarterfinal 
UMass-Boston at Eastern, 7:30p.m. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


LEC Tourney—Quarterfinal 
Castleton at Eastern, 5:30p.m. 


Yale at Quinnipiac, 7p.m. 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


Clark at St. Joseph, 3:30p.m. 


foo) =e) 9-7.) =a - 7.1 


Big East basketball standings 


MEN’S 

Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
Providence 12-2. .857 22-3 .880 
Villanova 14-3. .824 21-6 .778 
UConn 10-5 .667 19-7 731 
Creighton 10-5 .667 18-8 .692 
Marquette 9-7 .562 17-10 -630 
Xavier 7-8 467 17-9 654 
Seton Hall 7-8 .467 16-9 .640 
St. John’s 7-8 .467 15-11 577 
Butler 6-11 .353 13-15 464 
DePaul 3-13 .188 12-14 462 
Georgetown 0-15 .000 6-20 231 
TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Villanova at UConn, 8p.m. 

WOMEN’S 

Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 13-1 .929 19-5 .792 
Creighton 15-4 .789 20-7 741 
Villanova 12-4 .750 18-7 .720 
DePaul 13-5 .722 21-8 724 
Marquette 11-6 .647 18-8 692 
Seton Hall 9-8 .529 14-11 560 
St. John’s 7-10 .412 11-16 407 
Providence 6-12 .333 11-16 .407 
Xavier 3-13. .188 8-17 .320 
Georgetown 2-14 125 7-17 292 
Butler 0-14 .000 1-22 .043 
TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE 


Butler at Seton Hall, 2p.m. 
Villanova at Georgetown, 7p.m. 


HOCKEY EAST STANDINGS 





MEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
UMass Lowell 29 17-9-3 22 13-8-1 40 
UMass 29 17-10-2 20 12-6-2 40 
UConn 29 17-12-0 20 13-7-0 38 
Merrimack 30 17-12-1 21 12-9-0 38 
Northeastern 31 20-10-1 19 1-7-1 35 
Boston Univ. 30 17-10-3 20 11-6-3 35 
Providence 34 19-13-2 22 10-11-1 33 
NewHamp. 30 14-15-1 21 8-12-1 25 
BostonColl. 32 11-16-5 20 6-11-3 23 
Maine 28 6-18-4 20 4-14-2 15 
Vermont 29 6-21-2 19 4-13-2 14 
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE 


UConn at Northeastern, 7p.m. 

Boston University at Boston College, 7p.m. 
Maine at Providence, 7p.m. 

UMass at Vermont, 7p.m. 

LIU at UMass Lowell, 7:15p.m. 


WOMEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
Northeastern 33 27-4-2 26 21-3-2 67 
Vermont 34 21-10-3 27 18-7-2 57 
UConn 34 22-8-4 27 16-7-4 50 
BostonColl. 33 19-13-1 26 16-9-1 47 
Maine 33 14-18-1 26 12-13-1 41 
Boston Univ. 32 12-14-6 25 11-9-5 39 
Providence 34 15-13-6 27 12-12-3 39 
NewHamp. 33 11-20-2 26 9-16-1 30 
Merrimack 32 -7-24-1 27+ «~6-20-1 = 20 
Holy Cross 32 3-29-0 27 1-26-0 6 
WEDNESDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Hockey East Tourney—First Round 
Merrimack at New Hampshire, 7p.m. 
Holy Cross at Providence, 7p.m. 


second half, fall to Binghamton 


Birna Benonysdottir scored a 
game-high 19 points, and Bing- 
hamton shook off a four-point 
second quarter to pull away toa 
63-46 victory over the University 
of Hartford in an America East 
women’s basketball game in West 
Hartford on Monday night. 

The Hawks (2-24, 2-13) 
outscored Binghamton 10-4 in the 
second quarter to take a 20-17 half- 
time lead, but the Bearcats (7-18, 
3-12) dominated the second half, 
46-26. 

Sophomore Paula Maurina led 
UHart with 16 points, and senior 
Lya Farcy scored a career-high 14. 

The Bearcats opened the third 
quarter strong, using a 6-0 run to 
take a 23-20 lead. Farcy slowed 
Binghamton’s momentum, hitting 
two straight shots to tie it at 24 
at the 4:34 mark. Binghamton 
answered with a 7-0 run to open 
a 31-24 advantage. But Hartford 
continued to fight back, pulling 
within five after a Farcy jumper, 
and Binghamton entered the 
fourth quarter leading, 36-31. 

Binghamton pulled away in the 
fourth, outscoring the Hawks, 
27-15. 

UHart’s Williams America East 
player of week: Hartford senior 


guard Austin Williams was named 
the America East men’s basket- 
ball player of the week. Williams 
averaged 24.5 points, 6.3 rebounds 
and 5.3 assists in a 3-1 week for the 
Hawks. Highlighting the stretch of 
games was a career-best 34-point 
outing in a 75-74 overtime win 
against Vermont. That was the 
highest offensive output for a 
Hawks player this season, topping 
Hunter Marks’ 31-point effort 
earlier. 

Williams, who leads the confer- 
ence with a 17.4-point average, 
scored 21 against Maine, includ- 
ing his 1,000th career point, in a 
75-65 victory. He paced the Hawks 
with 27 points and six rebounds in 
a loss at Stony Brook on Saturday, 
then wrapped up his week with 
16 points, six rebounds and seven 
assists in a 74-70 win against the 
Seawolves on Sunday. 

CCSU’s Snoddy earns NEC 
honor: Central Connecticut fresh- 
man Andre Snoddy was named 
the Northeast Conference rookie 
of the week for the sixth time this 
season. He averaged 10.5 points, 8.5 
rebounds, 3.5 assists and 1.0 steal 
while shooting 53.8% last week in 
losses to Bryant and Wagner. 

— Staff reports 


LASTS MORE THAN A MOMENT. 


WE CAN CHANGE THAT. 


We've all had moments where we've felt we didn’t belong. But 
for people who moved to this country, that feeling lasts more 
than a moment. Together, we can build a better community. 
Learn how at BelongingBeginsWithUs.org 
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